
CITY OF GENOA 

City Hall  

City Council Meeting  

February 20, 2018 

7:00 P.M. 
 

Mayor Vicary called the regular meeting of the City Council to order at 7:00 p.m. Roll call was taken. 

Aldermen Wesner, Carroll, Di Guido, Winter, Cravatta, Brust and Lang were present. Aldermen Stevenson 

was absent.   
 

Mayor Vicary led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Guest Speaker – None 
 

Motion made by Alderman Wesner to approve the minutes of the regular City Council meeting of February 

6, 2018, seconded by Alderman Winter. Voice vote was taken. All voted yes. Motion carried. 
 

Motion made by Alderman Brust to approve payment of the accounts payables for the first half of February 

2018 in the amount of $205,781.79, seconded by Alderman Winter. Alderman Lang asked how many main 

breaks there have been.  Public Works Director, Rich Gentile responded 3 or 4, which is slightly over 

average, but not the highest the City has ever had either. Roll call vote was taken. Aldermen Brust, Lang, 

Wesner, Carroll, Di Guido, Winter and Cravatta voted yes. Motion carried.  
 

ITEMS FROM INDIVIDUALS IN ATTENDANCE – None 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Management Assistant, Alyssa Seguss stated that the next Economic Development Commission meeting will 

be March 13, 2018.  Assistant Seguss also noted that the EDC meetings have been changed to the 2
nd

 

Tuesday of the month at 8:30 a.m. instead of the 2
nd

 Thursday of the month at 9:00 a.m. The Plan 

Commission meeting will be March 8, 2018, where a Special Use permit will be considered for the County’s 

Tower Project, as well as a planned unit development (PUD) for Genoa Motors Auto Repair. 
 

OLD BUSINESS – None  
 

NEW BUSINESS  
 

A PROCLAMATION PROCLAIMING 2018 TO BE THE YEAR OF KISHWAUKEE COLLEGE: 

Mayor Vicary read a Proclamation for Kishwaukee College, proclaiming 2018 to be their year. 
 

ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE ZONING MAP FOR THE CITY OF GENOA: 

Motion made by Alderman Carroll for approval to adopt the City’s Zoning Map, seconded by Alderman 

Lang.  Roll call vote was taken.  Alderman Carroll, Di Guido, Winter, Cravatta, Brust, Lang and Wesner 

voted yes.  Motion carried. 
 

ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 6, CHAPTER 2, SECTION 8 OF THE CITY 

CODE, NO PARKING RESTRICTIONS: Motion made by Alderman Brust for approval to amend the 

Genoa City Code regarding overnight parking, seconded by Alderman Cravatta.  Alderman Brust expressed 

that he was very happy that this is being implemented because it is a burden when children are being dropped 

off and picked up; as there is nowhere to park with large snow piles. Roll call vote was taken.  Aldermen 

Brust, Lang, Wesner, Carroll, Di Guido, Winter and Cravatta voted yes.  Motion carried. 
 

ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING VARIOUS SECTIONS OF THE CITY CODE; 

TITLE 3, CHAPTER 4, BUSINESS & LICENSE REGULATIONS: Motion made by Alderman Winter 

for approval to amend the Genoa City Code regarding amusement fees, seconded by Alderman Brust.  

Alderman Cravatta asked if businesses are already paying these fees.  Consultant Ganek responded yes; the 

fees just increased slightly.  Alderman Cravatta also asked if a business has to pay for a shuffle board license 



if they don’t charge to play it.  The response was no.  Alderman Brust suggested increasing the fees for the 

video machines.  Consultant Ganek responded that those fees are regulated by the State and $25 is the 

maximum that is allowed to be charged per machine, unless we were Home Ruled; which we are not. Roll 

call vote was taken.  Aldermen Winter, Cravatta, Brust, Lang, Wesner, Carroll and Di Guido voted yes.  

Motion carried. 
 

APPROVAL OF A SLUDGE HAULING CONTRACT WITH SYNAGRO: Motion made by Alderman 

Brust to approve a sludge hauling contract for 2018, seconded by Alderman Lang.  Alderman Cravatta asked 

if the City could haul it away, instead of paying to have it removed since we are a farming community.  

Director Gentile & Consultant Ganek responded that it is complicated with the Environmental Protection 

Agency.  The City would need special equipment and permits, as well as incur fuel costs. Roll call vote was 

taken.  Aldermen Brust, Lang, Wesner, Carroll, Di Guido, Winter and Cravatta voted yes.  Motion carried 
 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 

Administrative Report – Consultant Ganek reported that the City of Genoa has received financial reporting 

recognition from the GFOA for the 12
th

 year in a row.  It is due to the efforts of our Auditors, Treasure & 

Finance Office Manager, Jan Tures and the staff that we were able to receive this award.  Consultant Ganek 

also stated that he attended the DeKalb County Economic Development Corporation meeting on Thursday, 

February 15
th

 and it was unanimous that the Custom Aluminum Project was recognized for a letter of 

understanding for the enterprise zone, so that project will be moving forward. There will be some incentives 

that will affect the City and other taxing bodies; as it is a 5 year property tax rebate (for the addition only). 

The 1st year will be 90% and go down 10% each year, for 4 additional years.  Alderman Lang asked when 

the tax rebate would go into effect.  Consultant Ganek responded the 1
st
 full year after the project has been 

completed. Lastly, Consultant Ganek reported that he has been working diligently with the staff on the 

Budget. He requested that the February 26
th

 and March 26
th

 Committee of the Whole meetings be cancelled, 

but would like to have a special COW meeting on March 12
th

, for a budget presentation.  The General Fund 

of the Budget is not currently balanced. Additional adjustments will need to be made in order to get it 

balanced. The March 12
th

 date seemed to work for the Council Members. 
 

Management Assistant, Alyssa Seguss presented the Council with some additional samples for the new 

Genoa Flag.  It was narrowed down to 3.  A decision will be made at a later date. 
 

Public Works – Director Gentile reported that between February 7
th

 and February 12
th

 there was 20 inches of 

snow, we had over 300 man hours and went through 50 tons of salt.  Director Gentile also reported that with 

all the rain, the river is up, but he doesn’t believe it will cause any problems. A few of the Aldermen 

complimented Mr. Gentile and his staff on a great job with the snow removal. 
 

Police Department – Chief Smith reported that he has been working with Consultant Ganek on the Budget 

and is trying to figure out how to decrease cost and still provide the necessary services. Chief Smith is 

looking into cost sharing with the school and checking into grants that provide vests for the crossing guards. 

Each vest is approximately $1,000.  The school resource program is a go. The school will be paying half of 

Officer Gate’s salary.  The City and the School will each pay $16,000 toward her salary.  Chief Smith also 

reported that with the recent school shooting in Florida, we will be looking at the emergency plan at the 

school to make sure we are up to date and ensure that Officer Gate’s has the proper equipment to handle 

those types of situations.  Mayor Vicary voiced his concern regarding kids that have been expelled from our 

school. He suggested possibly meeting with the Superintendent to find out how many kids are expelled and 

finding out if they have access to weapons.  Chief Smith responded that he will look into this.  He believes 

there’s a plan at the school for when a student is suicidal or they are afraid a student may do something.  

School Staff & Counselors are involved, but the City hasn’t been included in it previously.  Chief Smith 

stated that during school the doors are locked; it would be before and after school and during events that 

threat risks would be enhanced.  Alderman Lang suggested that maybe a resolution would be that any student 

that gets expelled would be required to meet with a parole officer periodically. Chief Smith responded that 

currently, any expelled student needs to meet certain criteria before returning to school.   



Alderman Di Guido asked if there is a referral system for students at the school where they can report 

someone unanimously.  Chief Smith responded that he isn’t sure, but will look into it. 
    

Mayor’s Report – Mayor Vicary reported that he and some of the staff members have been trying to figure 

out a way to honor Joe Misurelli.  One of the ideas is to name the parking lot where the farmers market is by 

the winery, The Joe Misurelli Municipal Square and maybe check with some of the businesses in town to see 

about assisting us with getting a clock with Joe’s name on it and putting up a permanent banner to dedicate 

that area to him.  Alderman Carroll suggested maybe doing something by the “Y” section since Joe was very 

influential with that.  Alderman Di Guido suggested possibly memorializing the building where the Chamber 

is, in Joe’s name, since that is the incubator space and Joe was always an advocate for that program.  
 

Announcements– Mayor Vicary announced that the Annual Chamber Dinner was on Wednesday, February 

21, 2018.  Alderman Carroll announced the Firemen’s Chili Supper would be on Saturday, February 24, 

2018.  Alderman Carroll asked about businesses being run out of homes and if the City requires licenses.  

There was some discussion amongst the Council Members and Mayor Vicary stated that staff would look 

into it. 

 

Motion to adjourn the regular meeting of the City Council was made by Alderman Wesner, seconded by 

Alderman Di Guido. Voice vote was taken. All voted yes. Motion carried. Meeting was adjourned at 7:46 

p.m. 


