
CITY OF GENOA 

City Hall  

City Council Meeting  

March 6, 2018 

7:00 P.M. 
 

Mayor Vicary called the regular meeting of the City Council to order at 7:00 p.m. Roll call was taken. 

Aldermen Wesner, Carroll, Di Guido, Stevenson, Winter, Cravatta and Lang were present.  A motion was 

made by Alderman Di Guido to allow Alderman Brust to participate in the meeting via electronic attendance 

due to a work related absence, seconded by Alderman Wesner.  Roll call vote was taken.  Aldermen  

Di Guido, Stevenson, Winter, Cravatta, Brust, Lang, Wesner and Carroll voted yes.  Motion carried. 
 

Mayor Vicary led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Guest Speaker – None 
 

Motion made by Alderman Wesner to approve the minutes of the regular City Council meeting of February 

20, 2018, seconded by Alderman Cravatta. Voice vote was taken. All voted yes. Motion carried. 
 

Motion made by Alderman Carroll to approve payment of the accounts payables for the second half of 

February 2018 in the amount of $346,234.36, seconded by Alderman Lang.  Alderman Lang asked if line 

item # 32 to Southern Police Institute in the amount of $595.00 is an annual training class.  Chief Smith 

responded no, it was a continuing education class for Sergeant Edwards and Officer Gates.  Since they are 

the lead investigators, they are required to obtain continuing education class hours every 3 years.  Roll call 

vote was taken. Aldermen Carroll, Di Guido, Stevenson, Winter, Cravatta, Brust, Lang and Wesner voted 

yes. Motion carried.  
 

ITEMS FROM INDIVIDUALS IN ATTENDANCE – None 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Management Assistant, Alyssa Seguss stated that the next Plan Commission meeting will be March 8, 2018 

at 7:00 p.m.  The next Economic Development meeting will be March 13, 2018 at 8:30 a.m.  A Special 

Committee of the Whole meeting will be held on March 12, 2018 at 7 p.m. 
 

OLD BUSINESS – None  
 

NEW BUSINESS  
 

ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 5, CHAPTER 2, SECTION 2 OF THE CITY 

CODE, TOBACCO PRODUCTS, SALE TO MINORS: Motion made by Alderman Wesner to amend the 

City Code to prohibit the misrepresentation of age for purchase and/or possession of tobacco products or E-

cigarettes by minors under the age of 18, seconded by Alderman Winter.  Alderman Lang asked if this 

ordinance would help control the situation at the high school with all of the students that are vaping.  Chief 

Smith responded that this ordinance is being amended for that reason. Roll call vote was taken.  Alderman 

Wesner, Carroll, Di Guido, Stevenson, Winter, Cravatta, Brust and Lang voted yes.  Motion carried. 
 

ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE ANNEXING THE GENOA-KINGSTON HIGH SCHOOL 

PROPERTY TO THE CITY OF GENOA: Motion made by Alderman Di Guido to adopt an ordinance 

annexing the Genoa-Kingston High School property to the City of Genoa, seconded by Alderman Cravatta.  

Roll call vote was taken.  Alderman Di Guido, Stevenson, Winter, Cravatta, Brust, Lang, Wesner and Carroll 

voted yes.  Motion carried. 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
 

Motion made by Alderman Stevenson to enter into closed session for the purpose of approving the minutes 

of the previous closed session and for the purpose of releasing certain closed session minutes, seconded by 



Alderman Di Guido.  Roll call vote was taken.  Aldermen Stevenson, Winter, Cravatta, Brust, Lang, Wesner, 

Carroll and Di Guido voted yes.  Motion carried. 

 

RECONVENE REGULAR SESSION: Motion made by Alderman Stevenson to reconvene to the regular 

City Council meeting, seconded by Alderman Lang.  Voice vote taken.  All voted yes.  Motion carried. 

 

In closed session, the minutes of the January 2, 2018 closed session were accepted. 

  

Motion made by Alderman Wesner to approve the release of certain closed session minutes, seconded by 

Alderman Winter.  Alderman Cravatta read the dates of the closed session minutes to be released; the dates 

of closed session minutes not to be released and dates of closed session minutes to be released in part.  They 

are as follows: 
 

Minutes to be released:  04/21/2009, 07/03/2012, 08/07/2012, 08/21/2012, 01/28/2013, 08/20/2013, 

03/04/2014, 03/18/2014, 04/01/2014, 11/04/2014, 02/03/2015, 02/17/2015, 04/06/2015, 04/21/2015, 

07/21/2015, 07/27/2015, 08/18/2015, 08/24/2015, 10/06/2015, 02/02/2016, 06/21/2016, 08/02/2016, 

08/16/2016,  08/29/2016, 12/06/2016, 12/20/2016, 03/07/2017, 05/16/2017, 08/01/2017, 09/05/2017 and 

09/19/2017 

Minutes not to be released: 07/18/2017 and 08/15/2017 

Minutes to be released in part: 01/20/2009 Of the seven paragraphs, withhold paragraph four, 03/29/2010 

Of the five paragraphs, withhold paragraph four, 08/19/2014 Of the eight paragraphs, withhold paragraph 

seven, and 01/02/2018 Of the six paragraphs, withhold paragraph five. 
 

Roll call vote was taken.  Aldermen Wesner, Carroll, Di Guido, Stevenson, Winter, Cravatta, Brust and Lang 

voted yes.  Motion carried. 

 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 

Administrative Report – Consultant Ganek reported that there are 2 items on the Plan Commission agenda 

for Thursday, March 8, 2018.  Genoa Motors for a special use planned unit development (PUD) request.  

They would like to remove the abandoned car wash and vacuuming stations and clean up the rear of the 

building.  The 2
nd

 item on the agenda is the proposed installation of a communications tower located on the 

South West corner of the high school property.  A consultant from DeKalb County will be at the meeting to 

address concerns. Alderman Wesner asked if the City still has antennas on top of the water towers that we 

rent space for.  Public Works Director responded yes we do; Verizon, Fox Valley Internet and the County’s 

911 Communications.  The concern was if the new communications tower is put in, it might take away the 

revenue that the City receives from the people that are currently renting the water tower space from us.  The 

response was that it most likely won’t be an issue since the tower is being built to increase 911 

communications and the County does not want other uses interfering with that.  It would need the County’s, 

the School District’s and the City’s approval in order for that to change.  Alderman Cravatta inquired if since 

the High School annexed the property to the City, would the City receive revenue from the communications 

tower.  Mr. Ganek stated no because it is 911 communications tower, which is public use, so we would be 

unable to receive revenue from it. Mr. Ganek also stated that at the Committee of the Whole meeting on 

Monday, March 12, 2018, a topic of discussion will be a request to increase the number of Class “G” (video 

gaming cafe) licenses from 2 to 3, along with his draft Budget presentation.  There was some discussion 

regarding qualifications for a Class “G” license. Consultant Ganek responded that although you must have a 

liquor license for video gaming, the “G” licenses are for businesses that are not a bar or a restaurant; their 

main business is the video gaming.  Mr. Ganek then reported that the City has been diligently working on the 

DeKalb County dispatch situation regarding the fees that we are being charged. He indicated that the City is 

starting to get some information pertaining to how the monthly fees are calculated and will keep the Council 

apprised of the situation.  Consultant Ganek indicated that County Board Member Hughes has been an 

advocate for the City regarding this situation.  Mr. Hughes has talked to the County Administrator and 

Sheriff on the City’s behalf, asking them questions regarding the fairness of these charges.   



Lastly, Consultant Ganek stated that the City has met with our TIF Consultant to get us up to speed and now 

understands what is needed going forward.  
 

Public Works – Director Gentile reported that all of the work that Public Works has done by the river, such 

as the fire pit and concrete stoops were able to sustain all the rain that accumulated over the past few weeks. 
 

Police Department – Chief Smith reported that he attended the Illinois Law Enforcement Alarm Systems 

conference.  It pertains to situations such as flooding or major incidents.  They help provide extra people to 

help in these types of situations.  Chief Smith also reported that there was a fatal pedestrian accident on 

Saturday, March 3, 2018.  It was by McDonalds on the 800 block of West Main Street.  There doesn’t seem 

to be any evidence of foul play and no alcohol was involved with the driver.  It was dark and the pedestrian 

walked out in front of the vehicle.  Chief Smith stated that he has received mixed information regarding the 

911 communications tower.  He indicated that he has been told that the Genoa Police Department would be 

able to use the tower for dispatch purposes and was also told that we would NOT be able to utilize it. He 

stated that we will need to get that worked out, as it greatly affects us.  Chief Smith then reported that there 

was an incident at the middle school earlier today.  Officer Gates arrested a student for making specific 

threats.  The State’s Attorney was contacted and the student was transferred to a juvenile facility.  Lastly, 

there had been another fatal accident at Genoa Road & Pleasant Hill Road. 
 

Mayor’s Report – Mayor Vicary reported that he attended the Annual Chamber Dinner a few weeks ago, 

along with most of the Council Members. The Business Expo at the High School had been over the weekend, 

along with the mouse races on Saturday night. 
 

Announcements– None 

 

Motion to adjourn the regular meeting of the City Council was made by Alderman Wesner, seconded by 

Alderman Winter. Voice vote was taken. All voted yes. Motion carried. Meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 


