
CITY OF GENOA 

City Hall  

City Council Meeting  

May 15, 2018 

7:00 P.M. 

 

Mayor Vicary called the regular meeting of the City Council to order at 7:05 p.m. Roll call was taken. 

Aldermen Wesner, Carroll, Di Guido, Stevenson, Winter, Brust and Lang were present. Aldermen 

Cravatta joined the meeting at 7:30 p.m.  
 

Mayor Vicary invited Eagle Scout, Cliffton Hansen to lead the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Guest Speakers – Cliffton Hansen, Brad Shortridge, Jennifer Johnson (and staff) 
 

Cliffton Hansen– Mayor Vicary presented Cliffton with a recognition certificate on behalf of the City 

Council and Mayor for earning his Eagle Scout ranking. Cliffton explained that he built a Native 

Pollinator House, which is like a birdhouse, but provides a nesting location for native pollinator insects 

such as bees, wasps and butterflies because they are declining at a very rapid rate.  He is happy that 

these pollinator houses are popping up all over the country to help with saving these species. 
 

Brad Shortridge – Mr. Shortridge, the Assistant Superintendent at the GK Schools stated that the 

Davenport Elementary School that closed last year due to population, will be leased to Camelot 

Education for special needs students over a 5 year period.  Mr. Shortridge indicated that after the 

contracting language has been created, they will have a neighborhood open forum since this will affect 

traffic in the surrounding area. 
 

Jennifer Johnson – Ms. Johnson, Executive Director of Camelot Education, along with a few of her 

staff members gave an overview Camelot and their services. They provide education for children with 

autism, social/emotional disorders and cognitive/intellectual disabilities that are between the ages of 3 

and 22.   Camelot serves various districts, has 86 staff members and approximately 89 students.  Their 

school hours are 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  Students are brought to school in vans, by their parents and a 

few regular sized school buses. They are excited for this opportunity and believe it will create 

additional revenue for Genoa since staff members will be patronizing businesses in town. 
 

Motion made by Alderman Lang to approve the minutes of the regular City Council meeting of May 1, 

2018, seconded by Alderman Brust. Voice vote was taken. All voted yes. Motion carried. 
 

Motion made by Alderman Winter to approve payment of the accounts payables for the first half of 

May 2018 in the amount of $124,644.74, seconded by Alderman Brust. Alderman Lang asked where 

item #13, Fox Ridge Nursery is located.  Public Works Director, Rich Gentile responded that he wasn’t 

sure, but later during his department report, indicated that Fox Ridge Nursery is located in Harvard, 

Illinois.  Alderman Carroll asked if item #11 to ENCAP, Inc. is an annual fee.  Director Gentile 

responded yes and we are in our final year of our contract with them.  They assist the City with 

maintaining the Prairie.  Alderman Brust asked if the City could purchase trees from Genoa.  Director 

Gentile responded that the City is looking for parkway trees and the businesses in Genoa don’t have 

the types/sizes of trees that are needed, but we do use Lloyd’s Landscaping for other landscaping 

projects. Roll call vote was taken. Aldermen Winter, Brust, Lang, Wesner, Carroll, Di Guido and 

Stevenson voted yes. Motion carried. 
 

ITEMS FROM INDIVIDUALS IN ATTENDANCE – None 
 



COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Management Assistant, Alyssa Seguss reported that the Committee of the Whole Meeting scheduled 

for May 29, 2018 will be cancelled. The next Plan Commission meeting will be Tuesday, June 12, 

2018 at 7 pm, which will include the Dunkin Donuts project.  
 

OLD BUSINESS – None  
 

NEW BUSINESS  
 

CONSIDER SERVICE AGREEMENTS WITH BAXTER AND WOODMAN FOR VARIOUS 

ENGINEERING SERVICES:  

1. Motion made by Alderman Stevenson to approve an agreement with Baxter and Woodman for 

Engineering Services for the IEPA loan project plan and loan assistance, seconded by 

Alderman Lang. Roll call vote was taken. Aldermen Stevenson, Winter, Brust, Lang, Wesner, 

Carroll and Di Guido voted yes. Motion carried. Alderman Cravatta had not joined the meeting 

yet.  

2. Motion made by Alderman Carroll to approve an agreement with Baxter and Woodman for 

engineering services for the North Elevated Water Storage Tank repainting and repairs and 

Well Number 4 improvements, design and construction services, seconded by Alderman Lang.  

Alderman Brust questioned why this water tower project is approximately $200,000.00 more 

than the other water tower project.  Director Gentile responded that due to the nature of the 

tower, it will be more labor intensive; also those are general numbers at this time.  Bids will be 

coming in and the numbers will adjust accordingly. Roll call vote was taken.  Aldermen 

Carroll, Di Guido, Stevenson, Winter, Brust, Lang and Wesner voted yes.  Motion carried.  

Alderman Cravatta had not joined the meeting yet. 

3. Motion made by Alderman Winter to approve an agreement with Baxter and Woodman for 

engineering services for Genoa Street water main replacement, design and construction, 

seconded by Alderman Di Guido. Roll call vote was taken.  Aldermen Winter, Brust, Lang, 

Wesner, Carroll, Di Guido and Stevenson voted yes.  Motion carried.  Alderman Cravatta had 

not joined the meeting yet. 

4. Motion made by Alderman Brust to approve an agreement with Baxter and Woodman for 

engineering services for Well Number 4 pumping equipment rehabilitation, seconded by 

Alderman Winter.  Roll call vote was taken.  Aldermen Brust, Lang, Wesner, Carroll, Di 

Guido, Stevenson and Winter voted yes.  Motion carried.  Alderman Cravatta had not joined 

the meeting yet. 

CONSIDER A CONTRACT FOR ROAD REPAIRS: Motion made by Alderman Stevenson to 

approve a contract with Peter Baker and Son Company for road repairs not to exceed $19,140.00, 

seconded by Alderman Carroll. Alderman Brust questioned the section of the contract that states saw 

cutting and prime is not included. Director Gentile responded that the City will do that portion of the 

repairs.  Aldermen Stevenson, Winter, Cravatta, Brust, Lang, Wesner, Carroll and Di Guido voted yes.  

Motion carried. 

CONSIDER AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE PUD FOR THE PROPERTY LOCATED 

EAST OF THE INTERSECTION OF ROUTE 72 AND PRAIRIE STREET AND SOUTH OF 

ROUTE 72 (DOLLAR GENERAL): Motion made by Alderman Wesner to adopt an Ordinance 

approving the issuance of a final Planned Unit Development and final subdivision for a commercial 

building located East of the intersection of Route 72 and Prairie Street and South of Route 72, 



seconded by Alderman Brust. Alderman Stevenson asked if there was any positive or negative 

feedback from the residents regarding this.  Consultant Ganek responded that a few residents from that 

area came to the Plan Commission meeting on May 10, 2018.  Their concerns were the lighting and 

also preferred that Dollar General be located somewhere else, but since the property is zoned 

Commercial, the location is within guidelines. Consultant Ganek also stated that after the Plan 

Commission meeting, he spoke with a few of the residents and went over the drawings to address their 

concerns. There was additional discussion and it was determined that there will be a tree line between 

the apartments and the Dollar General parking lot, their sign will be more upscale and the building will 

be more esthetically pleasing, since it will be the gateway to Genoa. Alderman Winter asked if the 

street being put in will be paid for by the City or Dollar General.  Consultant Ganek responded that 

Dollar General will pay to have the street put in and will be responsible for maintaining it until it is 

extended to other users. At that point, the street would be dedicated to the City and be the City’s 

responsibility to install improvements and maintain the street. Roll call vote was taken.  Aldermen 

Wesner, Carroll, Di Guido, Stevenson, Winter, Cravatta, Brust and Lang voted yes. Motion carried. 
 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 

Administrative Report – Consultant Ganek reported that he has been working on the Riverbend 

bankruptcy situation.  There is still a lot of work to be done, but the City is working diligently to move 

forward with this project. He also reported that the City is continually looking into the 911 dispatch 

situation. We will be requesting detailed FOIA information to see if we can obtain more details than 

what they have already provided us with.  Mr. Ganek also stated that there will be additional 

discussion regarding the Village of Kingston sewer agreement that will be expiring within 3 years.  We 

will need to provide Kingston justification as to why the rate will need to go up before the end of the 

contract, by December 2018.  Lastly, Mr. Ganek is working with the Park District regarding 

coordination issues. The issues are not anything major, just looking for community ideas which contain 

the assistance of both the City and the Park District. 
 

Public Works – Director Gentile reported that the City will be planting 35 trees over the next few 

weeks.  As part of Tree City USA, if a resident does not want the parkway tree, it is planted 

somewhere else.  Public Works will be planting a few of those trees at City Hall. 
  
Police Department – Chief Smith reported that he is going to try to incorporate more positive things 

happening in the community, such as Cliffton Hansen, the Eagle Scout that was recognized at the 

beginning of the meeting.  He also reported that High School Graduation is Sunday, May 20
th

, so 

officers will be present at the event. Lastly, Chief Smith stated that he has a meeting scheduled for 

another dispatch option. 
 

Mayor’s Report – Mayor Vicary reported that the Committee of the Whole meeting scheduled for May 

29, 2018 has been cancelled.  He also reported that on Monday, May 28, 2018, there will be a 

Memorial Day Ceremony at the cemetery.  Lastly, Mayor Vicary reported that there will be a School’s 

Out For Summer Celebration at the Veteran’s Club on Saturday, May 26, 2018. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS – None 
 

Motion to adjourn the regular meeting of the City Council was made by Alderman Wesner, seconded 

by Alderman Di Guido. Voice vote was taken. All voted yes. Motion carried. Meeting was adjourned 

at 7:50 p.m. 


