
CITY OF GENOA 

City Hall  

City Council Meeting  

June 19, 2018 

7:00 P.M. 

 

Mayor Vicary called the regular meeting of the City Council to order at 7:05 p.m. Roll call was taken. 

Aldermen Di Guido, Winter, Brust and Lang were present. Aldermen Wesner, Carroll, Stevenson and 

Cravatta were absent. 
 

Mayor Vicary lead the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Guest Speakers – Bill French 
 

Mr. Bill French, Regional Director of Project Development for Sunvest Solar Inc., presented to the 

Council, an explanation of their project regarding the special use permit they petitioned DeKalb 

County for, to allow for a “solar garden”.  Some of the highlights of Mr. French’s presentation were: 
 

 Community solar is a way for a solar garden (renewable energy) to be created on property and 

sold to subscribers, in return for credits on their utility bills.   

 Each solar garden is limited to 2 megawatts or less, which would be approximately 10 to 20 

acres; enough energy to supply approximately 400 homes. 

 Conditions for placement of a solar garden include; land must be flat and undeveloped, needs to 

be adjacent to a 3 phase distribution line, must be within 2 miles of a substation and must be 

free of trees and wetlands. 

 The proposed solar garden sites are in unincorporated DeKalb County, between Genoa and 

Kingston, east of the intersection of Route 72 and Pleasant Hill Road. There will be solar 

gardens on both sides of Route 72. (2 separate solar gardens across the road from each other) 

 They will be set back 50 feet from the property lines with 7 foot chain link fences around them. 

 The solar panels sit on a fixed-tilt racking system, are 9 ½ feet tall and face south. The panels 

are dark blue or black with a matte finish, to reduce reflection. 

 If approved, construction will begin in Spring of 2019 and be completed in 10 to 12 weeks. 

 There will be a Public Hearing with the DeKalb County Planning and Zoning Department on 

July 12, 2018. They will send their report to the Plan Commission for recommendation to the 

DeKalb County Board. 
 

Motion made by Alderman Winter to approve the minutes of the regular City Council meeting of June 

05, 2018, seconded by Alderman Lang. Voice vote was taken. All voted yes. Motion carried. 
 

Motion made by Alderman Lang to approve payment of the accounts payables for the first half of June 

2018, in the amount of $149,061.45, seconded by Alderman Winter. Alderman Lang asked if line item 

#17 to Genoa Animal Hospital was for an annual routine visit for Kane.  Acting Chief Edwards 

responded that Kane had some sort of lump or tick on his neck that needed to be looked at.  Roll call 

vote was taken. In the absence of 4 Aldermen, Mayor Vicary was included in the vote. Aldermen 

Lang, Di Guido, Winter, Brust and Mayor Vicary voted yes. Motion carried. 
 

ITEMS FROM INDIVIDUALS IN ATTENDANCE – None 
 

 



COMMITTEE REPORTS - None 
 

OLD BUSINESS – None  
 

NEW BUSINESS  
 

CONSIDER AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE PREVAILING WAGE RATES: Motion made 

by Alderman Di Guido to approve an ordinance adopting the Prevailing Wage Rates for the County of 

DeKalb, in the City of Genoa, IL, seconded by Alderman Winter. Alderman Lang asked if the 

highlighted items were the changes.  Consultant Ganek responded that there were no changes; we are 

using the 2017 numbers, as the State of Illinois has not updated the 2018 numbers yet.  Mr. Ganek 

indicated that everything may be updated by the end of the month, but for now, those are the current 

rates.  Alderman Di Guido stated that he believed the highlighted items were the updated changes after 

the City approved them last year.  Roll call vote was taken. Aldermen Di Guido, Winter, Brust, Lang 

and Mayor Vicary voted yes. Motion carried. 

CONSIDER AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE NUMBER OF LIQUOR LICENSES: Motion 

made by Alderman Winter to approve an Ordinance adopting an amendment to Title 3, Chapter 3, 

Liquor Control, Section 8, Number of Licenses, seconded by Alderman Di Guido.  Alderman Winter 

asked for clarification regarding a “C” liquor license as opposed to an “A” liquor license. Consultant 

Ganek responded that a “C” liquor license is only for packaged sales.  An “A” liquor license is for 

packaged sales and consumption of alcohol on the premises. Mayor Vicary introduced Manesh Patel, 

the new owner of the strip mall located at the corner of Routes 72 and 23.  Mr. Patel explained that his 

intent is to expand his liquor store into the vacant unit next door, which will include a tasting room. He 

indicated that the tasting room will be a 35 person lounge, can be rented out for business meetings or 

small parties and will close at 9 p.m.; the same time as the liquor store.  Mr. Patel also stated that he 

has already begun cleaning up in the back of the building and plans to do some remodeling inside. His 

plans also include resurfacing the parking lot. He is currently exploring additional parking options.  

Roll call vote was taken.  Aldermen Winter, Brust, Lang, Di Guido and Mayor Vicary voted yes.  

Motion carried.   

CONSIDER THE PURCHASE OF PUBLIC WORKS EQUIPMENT: Motion made by Alderman 

Lang to approve the purchase of a Bobcat Skid-Steer Loader with attachments from CSR Bobcat, not 

to exceed $60,691.11, seconded by Alderman Brust.  Roll call vote was taken.  Aldermen Lang,  

Di Guido, Winter, Brust and Mayor Vicary voted yes. Motion carried. 
 

CONSIDER AN ORDINANCE DECLARING PROPERTY SURPLUS: This item was tabled to 

discuss at a later date, due to not having enough Council for a majority vote. 
 

CONSIDER AN AGREMENT WITH BAXTER AND WOODMAN FOR CITY 

ENGINEERING SERVICES: Motion made by Alderman Winter to approve an agreement with 

Baxter and Woodman for City Engineering Services, seconded by Alderman Lang.  Roll call vote was 

taken.  Aldermen Winter, Brust, Lang, Di Guido and Mayor Vicary voted yes.  Motion carried. 
 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 

Administrative Report – Consultant Ganek reported that the City continues to move forward with the 

Riverbend bankruptcy.  He also reported that the Mayor sent a letter to the Village of Kingston 

regarding the sewer rate contract and the City has an upcoming meeting with them.  Mr. Ganek stated 

that the City has been reviewing some development proposals, but they are in the early stages and he is 

unable to discuss them at this time.  Mr. Ganek stated that in looking at our current Unified 

Development Ordinance, it appears that some things in the use chart may need to be updated.  

Consensus amongst Council was to move forward with updating the UDO. 



 

 

Public Works – Director Gentile reported that due to the weather, the street patching program is at a 

halt. As soon as it dries up, the contractor will finish up.  Alderman Lang asked about the status of the 

resurfacing of Route 72.  Director Gentile responded that it is supposed to be going out for bid right 

around this time and he would follow up with the state.  He believes it should still be completed by 

August. 
 

Police Department –Acting Chief Edwards reported that he has been updating the key fob system.  

There were some issues, but believes it has all been resolved. 
 

Mayor’s Report – Mayor Vicary reported that Genoa Days was a success and the Police Department 

did a great job. Mayor Vicary also stated that the next City Council meeting will be on July 3
rd

, which 

will include the Dunkin Donuts Project and a Closed Session meeting, so if there is a conflict with any 

of the Aldermen being able to attend, he would need to know as soon as possible, as it will be 

important to have a quorum.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS – Alderman Di Guido announced that the 2018 Chamber of Commerce Golf 

Outing will be on July 13
th

 at the Sycamore Golf Club with an 11:00 a.m. shot gun start. 
 

Motion to adjourn the regular meeting of the City Council was made by Alderman Lang, seconded by 

Alderman Winter. Voice vote was taken. All voted yes. Motion carried. Meeting was adjourned at 7:50 

p.m. 


