
CITY OF GENOA 

City Hall  

City Council Meeting  

February 19, 2019 

7:00 P.M. 

 

Mayor Vicary called the regular meeting of the City Council to order at 7:05 p.m. Roll call was taken. 

Aldermen Wesner, Carroll, Di Guido, Stevenson, Winter, Brust and Lang were present. Alderman 

Cravatta joined the meeting at 7:10.  

 

Mayor Vicary led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Guest Speakers: Mayor Vicary introduced and thanked George Gaulrapp from External Affairs at 

ComEd for his help during the power outage on January 30, 2019, due to the extremely frigid 

temperatures.  George explained that his job is to work with various people, such as the Mayor, Police 

Chief, Public Works and other staff members on issues or concerns. George then introduced Leland 

Johnson, Manager of the operating center in DeKalb. He gets crews out to get power restored. George 

then went over a few things in the ComEd 2017 Annual Report; including how many outages reported 

and how long the outages lasted; if they were weather related outages, etc.  George stated that whenever 

there is a “critical” outage, such as at a Police or Fire Department or pumping station, they work on those 

outages first.  When outages occur in residential areas, the parts of the area with the largest amount of 

people without power will be worked on first. George stated that since 2011, ComEd has invested 2.6 

billion dollars into their system.  They purchased Distribution Automation devices which he referred to as 

a computer on a stick.  With these devices, when an outage occurs, the power flickers because the power 

is reversed or redirected in milliseconds, so instead of having 200 to 300 customers without power, it’s 

only 40 or 50.  Genoa currently has 3 DA devices.  When power outages keep occurring in the same 

area(s), ComEd will look into it to see why.  Leland stated that he has 2 shifts of crews in the winter and 3 

shifts of crews in the summer with construction going on.  He was asked why one side of the street has 

power and the other side does not.  Leland responded that Genoa has 4 feeders divided up throughout the 

City.  There are alternate power sources so that the whole City isn’t out of power at the same time.  

George indicated that he will come back to City Council in April when the 2018 Annual Report is out and 

go over it to see where we are with the number of outages and length of time of the outages. George then 

suggested that he work with Kim Winker to gather addresses/areas of concern regarding outages and he 

will get people out to research why the outages keep occurring. George stated that Genoa should be proud 

and honored to have the staff that we do.  He stated that they don’t complain; they call him to let him 

know about issues and are excellent to work with. 
 

Motion made by Alderman Carroll to approve the minutes of the regular City Council meeting of 

February 7, 2019, seconded by Alderman Brust. Voice vote was taken. All voted yes. Motion carried. 
 

Motion made by Alderman Winter to approve payment of the accounts payables for the 1st half of 

February 2019, in the amount of $130,715.40, seconded by Alderman Stevenson. Alderman Cravatta 

questioned line item #14 to the Illinois Public Safety Agency.  He asked if those were charges for sending 

out alerts.  Chief Smith responded no, that it is the annual fee for the computers in the 6 squads to allow 

them to run plates and other tasks. Roll call vote was taken. Aldermen Winter, Cravatta, Brust, Lang, 

Wesner, Carroll, Di Guido and Stevenson voted yes. Motion carried.  
 

ITEMS FROM INDIVIDUALS IN ATTENDANCE – None 
 

OLD BUSINESS – None  

 

 



 

 

NEW BUSINESS  
 

CONSIDER THE 2019 ZONING MAP: Motion made by Alderman Lang to approve an Ordinance 

adopting the 2019 Zoning Map for the City of Genoa, seconded by Alderman Di Guido. Alderman Brust 

asked if the City is interested in obtaining the various small scattered swatches of properties that are 

shown towards the bottom of the map. City Consultant Ganek responded that if the property is surrounded 

by the City, it can be force annexed, which means it would be against the Owner’s request.  Requirements 

for a forced annexation would be that the land has to be less than 60 acres, notification would be 

published in the paper, the Owner of said property would have to be notified and it would be in the lowest 

zoning classification.  Another option would be, if or when the property owner is interested in developing 

the property into a residential area, an Annexation Agreement between the City and the Property Owner 

can be made; which at that point, the City would have the capability of defining the terms of the 

agreement.  Consultant Ganek suggested that maybe at some point in the future, the City may want to 

consider reviewing the UDO; having someone come in to look at existing uses, classifications and zoning.  

He indicated that it could be a huge undertaking that might cost thousands of dollars, so it may not be 

feasible at this time. Roll call vote was taken. Aldermen Lang, Wesner, Carroll, Di Guido, Stevenson, 

Winter, Cravatta and Brust voted yes.  Motion carried.  

 

CONSIDER AN ACCESS EASEMENT AGREEMENT: Motion made by Alderman Stevenson to 

approve an agreement granting a 20 foot access easement to a property North of Route 72 across from the 

Intersection of Heritage Trail and Route 72, seconded by Alderman Winter. There was some discussion 

regarding whether or not it would be legal crossing.  It was determined that it is, as the easement is used 

to access the property. The property owner has been using the easement to access his property for years; 

he just wants permission in writing. Roll call vote was taken.  Aldermen Stevenson, Winter, Cravatta, 

Brust, Lang, Wesner, Carroll and Di Guido voted yes.  Motion carried.  

 

RECESS INTO CLOSED SESSION: Motion made by Alderman Winter to enter into Closed Session 

for the purpose of approving the minutes of the previous Closed Session and for the purpose of releasing 

certain Closed Session minutes, seconded by Alderman Lang.  Roll call vote was taken.  Alderman 

Winter, Cravatta, Brust, Lang, Wesner, Carroll, Di Guido and Stevenson voted yes.  Motion carried. 

 

RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION: Motion made by Alderman Stevenson to reconvene into Open 

Session, seconded by Alderman Di Guido. Voice vote was taken.  All voted yes. Motion carried.  
 

In Closed Session, the minutes of the February 7, 2019 closed session were accepted. 
 

Motion made by Alderman Carroll to approve the release of certain closed session minutes, seconded by 

Alderman Cravatta.  Alderman Brust read the dates of the closed session minutes to be released and dates 

of closed session minutes to be released in part.  They are as follows: 
 

Minutes to be released:  03/29/2010, 08/19/2014, 07/18/2017, 08/15/2017 and 03/06/2018 
 

Minutes to be released in part: 01/20/2009 Of the seven paragraphs, withhold paragraph four and 

05/01/2018 Of the eight paragraphs, withhold paragraphs 5 and 6 
 

Roll call vote was taken.  Aldermen Carroll, Di Guido, Stevenson, Winter, Cravatta, Brust, Lang and 

Wesner voted yes.  Motion carried. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 

Administrative Report – City Consultant, Bill Ganek reported that the Committee of the Whole meeting 

for February has been cancelled.  He indicated that there will be 2 COW meetings in March, which will 

follow right after the regular City Council meetings.  Both COW meetings will pertain to the 2019/2020 

Budget proposal, including the 5 year Capitol Plan.  Mr. Ganek stated that there is a request for a CDAP 

loan that will most likely be coming for Council approval at the next City Council meeting on March 5, 

2019.  He then reported that there will not be a Plan Commission meeting in March. There was supposed 

to be one for the 12 single family lots that are part of Unit 6 in the Riverbend subdivision, that are now 

controlled by Brian Grainger.  The proposal is just to change those 12 single family lots to condo units 

with the age restriction of 55+ years.  The proposal has not been submitted as of yet, so it has been pushed 

back to April.  Mr. Ganek then reported that the I90/Route 23 Interchange has been approved for 

construction. They hope to complete the project by the end of 2019.  Lastly, Mr. Ganek stated that permit 

applications have begun being submitted.  The shopping center at the corner of Routes 72 and 23, has 

submitted plans for the expansion of their liquor store to include a tasting room.  Rosati’s has also 

submitted plans for some remodeling to reopen here in Genoa.   
 

Public Works – Director Gentile asked if there were any questions regarding the water report. He was 

asked if there will be a savings with the purchase of more effective motors. Mr. Gentile responded that it 

pertains more to reliability than savings; but possibly a small savings. There was some discussion   

regarding the IEPA loan and how much “loan forgiveness” the City will receive.  Mr. Gentile responded 

that at this point he does not know, but he is hoping that it will be at least 50%. (This is what we received 

for the other water tower project) He indicated that we should know what percent will be forgiven 

sometime between April and July. Alderman Brust asked if the painting of the water tower is for safety 

reasons or if it is just for esthetic purposes.  It was determined that the paint protects the infrastructure and 

with it being approximately 30 years since it has been done, along with being allowed to participate in the 

“loan forgiveness” program, now is the ideal time. 
 

Police Department – Chief Smith reported that he met with the High School to discuss the homecoming 

parade, due to issues at the previous parade.  Last time, the workers from 2 factories were getting out of 

work right when the parade started, so they will be communicating more about that.  He also reported that 

he has been monitoring traffic by Park & Madison and it gets very congested. Sometimes traffic is backed 

up from the “Y” intersection all the way back to Madison St.  When it gets backed up like that, an Officer 

will stop and direct traffic. 
 

Mayor’s Report – Mayor Vicary announced that the Annual Chamber of Commerce Dinner will be on 

Wednesday, February 20
th

 from 5:30 to 8:00 pm. He stated that a video of Genoa and its various events 

was created by Mike Milinac and will be shown at the dinner. He played the video for Council and other 

attendees at the meeting. 
 

Announcements – Chili Supper at the Vet’s Club on Saturday, February 23
rd

. 
 

Motion to adjourn the regular meeting of the City Council was made by Alderman Wesner, seconded by 

Alderman Winter. Voice vote was taken. All voted yes. Motion carried. Meeting was adjourned at 8:35 

PM. 


