CITY OF GENOA
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING AGENDA
SEPTEMBER 28, 2015
7:00 P.M.

I.

TO ORDER/ROLL CALL

II.

AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA

III.

APPROVE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING OF AUGUST 24, 2015

IV.

GUEST SPEAKER
A) CUSD #424 SUPERINTENDENT JOE BURGESS – PROJECT LEAD THE WAY
B) KISHWAUKEE VALLEY WANDERERS – VOLKSFEST UPDATE

IV.

OLD BUSINESS

V.

NEW BUSINESS
A)

DISCUSS REVISING PARKING FINES

B)

DISCUSS ELECTRONIC DEVISE WHILE DRIVING USE FINES

C)

DISCUSS DIGESTER ROOF REPAIRS

D)

DISCUSS PURCHASE OF A PORTABLE GENERATOR FOR THE LOCUST LIFT
STATION

E)

DISCUSS PURCHASE OF DOWNTOWN AUDIO SPEAKERS

F)

DISCUSS CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTS

VI.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS

VII.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

To respect the agenda and flow of the meeting, the Mayor may limit audience participation to 5 minutes per speaker and/or
a total of 30 minutes for this portion of the agenda.

CITY OF GENOA
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING AGENDA
NOVEMBER 23, 2015
7:00 P.M.

I.

TO ORDER/ROLL CALL

II.

AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA

III.

APPROVE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 28, 2015

IV.

OLD BUSINESS

V.

NEW BUSINESS
A)

DISCUSS ADDITION OF CLASS A LIQUOR LICENSE

B)

DISCUSS RESIDENTIAL ECONOMIC INCENTIVE PROGRAM EXTENSION

C)

DISCUSS COLLECTION AGENCY CONTRACT

D)

PRESENTATION REGARDING TIF DISTRICT ELIGIBILITY

VI.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS

VII.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

To respect the agenda and flow of the meeting, the Mayor may limit audience participation to 5 minutes per speaker and/or
a total of 30 minutes for this portion of the agenda.

CITY OF GENOA
Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes
August 24, 2015

Mayor Vicary called the meeting of the Committee of the Whole to order at 7:15 p.m. Roll call
was taken. Aldermen Carroll, Curley, Stevenson, Cravatta, Brust and Lang were present.
Aldermen Wesner and Watson were absent.
Amendments to the agenda – none
Motion made by Alderman Carroll to accept the minutes of the Committee of the Whole meeting
of July 27, 2015, seconded by Alderman Brust. Voice vote was taken. All vote yes. Motion
carried.
OLD BUSINESS – none
NEW BUSINESS
Discuss Weed Abatement Procedure City Code Change – Consultant Misurelli explained the
proposed option of filing a set of liens for the entire season could be done as opposed to after
each mowing. Due to a significant portion of the lots being mowed in the Riverbend subdivision
and owned by Amcore/BMO Bank, the City will be informed of any potential sale. The proposed
option would reduce unnecessary paperwork and filing fees. The potential cost savings of
utilizing this option would be over $16,000 per year. Alderman Stevenson commended Jan
Tures, Finance Office Manager, for bringing this information forward. There was no objection to
move the item to a vote in a future City Council meeting.
Discuss City Code Changes regarding Bartender Licenses – Mayor Vicary reported that
several businesses in the area have requested a review and possible revision of the City Code
requiring bartenders to be licensed. Genoa is the only known community in the State with this
requirement. The cost for businesses currently to license individuals to serve alcohol is $75.00
due to the requirement of performing a background check through the State Police. Local
businesses have requested the ability to utilize Beverage Alcohol Sellers and Servers Education
and Training (BASSET) and perform background checks on potential employees at their
discretion. BASSET training is the responsible beverage seller/server program licensed and
regulated by the Illinois Liquor Control Commission, and it is designed to encourage responsible
and legal alcohol sales and service. The Liquor Commission reviewed this issue at a Special
Meeting on August 18, 2015 and indicated support for a revision to the requirement. After a

lengthy discussion, there was no objection to move the item to a vote in a future City Council
meeting.
Discuss City Code Amendment regarding Part-Time Police Officers – Acting Chief Smith
discussed the proposed amendment and the addition to allow Part-Time Police Officers to carry
firearms while off duty when certain standards are followed. There was also a section added to
define a Qualified Retired Law Enforcement Officer. There was no objection to move the item to
a vote in a future City Council meeting.
DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Administrative report – Consultant Misurelli reported on a new business opening near the
Coldwell Banker. It is located on the backside of the building and is operating as a small engine
repair shop.
Public Works – Director Gentile reported on the continuation of roadway patchwork. He also
reported on efforts to finish up the Clarifier project.
Police Department – Acting Chief Smith advised that he would address the complaint regarding
the sidewalk ordinance violation on the 400 block of West First Street. He also commented on
reports of a known sex offender near a school bus stop in the Oak Creek Subdivision. Acting
Chief Smith advised that a residence was recently warned about their dogs roaming loose and
having them identified as vicious dogs. He stated that in a recent event, in which they became
loose and bit three separate people, they were picked up by the DeKalb County Animal Control
and their decision was to have the dogs put down without any guidance from the City to do so.
Mayor’s report – Mayor Vicary had nothing further to report.
ANNOUNCEMENTS – Alderman Stevenson announced that Pioneer Day is on August 30th.
Motion made by Alderman Carroll to adjourn the meeting of the Committee of the Whole,
seconded by Alderman Stevenson. Voice vote was taken. All voted yes. Motion carried. Meeting
adjourned at 7:40 p.m.

CITY OF GENOA
Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes
September 28, 2015

Mayor Vicary called the meeting of the Committee of the Whole to order at 7:00 p.m. Roll call
was taken. Aldermen Wesner, Carroll, Stevenson, Watson and Cravatta were present. Aldermen
Curley, Brust and Lang were absent.
Amendments to the agenda – none
Motion made by Alderman Cravatta to accept the minutes of the Committee of the Whole
meeting of August 24, 2015, seconded by Alderman Stevenson. Roll call vote was taken.
Aldermen Cravatta and Stevenson voted yes. Aldermen Wesner, Carroll and Watson abstained.
Motion carried.
GUEST SPEAKER
CUSD #424 Superintendent Joe Burgess – Project Lead the Way – Superintendent Joe
Burgess was in attendance to familiarize the City Council to the initiative within GenoaKingston schools to gear a curriculum towards Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math
(STEAM). The STEAM focused curriculum will start for students entering 7th grade and will
continue through the graduation of high school. He is pleased with the positive impact already
resulting from the initiative within the school. Superintendent Burgess encouraged the City
Council to review any possible opportunities to assist with the funding of Project Lead the Way.
Kishwaukee Valley Wanderers – Volksfest update – Carolyn Tobinson, Brian Wallace and
Bonnie Hanson of the Kishwaukee Valley Wanderers were in attendance to report on the success
of the first annual Volksfest. There were multiple compliments received about the layout of the
trail by seasoned marchers during the volksmarch. Brian Wallace estimated about 170 people
attended the Craft Beverage event. Plans are in motion to have the event again next year.
Saturday evening included entertainment at the Lions Club Soundstage with the weekend
concluding on Sunday with the annual Great Genoa Duck Race. Director Gentile was recognized
and presented a plaque by the Kishwaukee Valley Wanderers for all his efforts to make the event
successful. Carolyn Tobinson advised that the trail will be permanently marked for year-round
use and efforts will be made to increase the length of the trail. She foresees the trail playing an
instrumental role in tourism for the area. Brian Wallace reported on conversations with
WALCAMP to hold a winter activity. Cortney Strohacker concluded by thanking the entire City
Council for their assistance and cooperation with the Chamber of Commerce to work so
effectively.

OLD BUSINESS – none
NEW BUSINESS
Discuss Revising Parking Fines – Chief Smith proposed amending the parking fines in Section
1-4-1 to reflect the same amounts assessed in neighboring communities. He felt the change in the
fine amount would allow for more tickets to be written for the violation instead of warnings.
There was no objection to move the item to a vote in a future City Council meeting.
Discuss Electronic Device While Driving Use Fines – Chief Smith proposed adopting the
Illinois Compiled Statute 5/12-610.2 regarding the use of Electronic Devices and adding a $75
fine for any violations within the City. There was no objection to move the item to a vote in a
future City Council meeting.
Discuss Digester Roof Repairs – Director Gentile advised that after a recent inspection of the
north digester tank, it was determined that repairs were needed to seal any potential methane gas
leaks. He advised that a flashing would be applied to the roof. There was no objection to move
the item to a vote in a future City Council meeting.
Discuss Purchase of a Portable Generator for the Locust Lift Station –Director Gentile
advised that the current generator is 39 years old and due to be replaced. The proposal is to
replace the current generator with a natural gas generator. There was no objection to move the
item to a vote in a future City Council meeting.
Discuss Purchase of Downtown Audio Speaker – Director Gentile advised that after
exhausting all efforts to utilize the existing speaker equipment in the downtown area, it was
determined that a new system would have to be purchased. He recommended speakers large
enough to be heard from a distance and durable enough to handle the environment. Director
Gentile estimated a cost of $14,000 for the project. Alderman Stevenson expressed concern with
the cost of such a project. Alderman Cravatta expressed that consideration be made for residents
living in the downtown area and the sound created by the speakers. After a lengthy discussion,
there was no objection to move the item to a vote in a future City Council meeting.
Discuss Christmas Tree Lights – Director Gentile recommended the purchase of clear LED
lights for decorating the community tree adjacent to Heartland Bank. There was no objection to
move the item to a vote in a future City Council meeting.
DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Administrative report – Consultant Misurelli had nothing further to report.

Public Works – Director Gentile reported that there has been a notable reduction in power usage
due to the installation of the turbo blower.
Police Department – Chief Smith reported no issues with Genoa-Kingston High School
Homecoming events. He also reported that The Outlaws had a party at their clubhouse on
Saturday with no real concerns reported. Chief Smith presented the new squad design reflecting
the current City logo. He anticipated the changes being completed by the end of the year.
Mayor’s report – Mayor Vicary expressed appreciation for Superintendent Burgess attending this
evening’s meeting and presenting Project Lead the Way to the City Council. He hoped efforts
could be made to support the initiative in the future.
ANNOUNCEMENTS – none
Motion made by Alderman Wesner to adjourn the meeting of the Committee of the Whole,
seconded by Alderman Carroll. Voice vote was taken. All voted yes. Motion carried. Meeting
adjourned at 8:17 p.m.

CITY OF GENOA
Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes
November 23, 2015

Mayor Vicary called the meeting of the Committee of the Whole to order at 7:00 p.m. Roll call
was taken. Aldermen Carroll, Stevenson, Brust and Lang were present. Aldermen Wesner,
Curley, Watson and Cravatta were absent.
Mayor Vicary advised that Alderman Wesner’s brother, Gary Tewksbury, had passed away.
Details regarding the arrangements will be provided when they become available.
Amendments to the agenda – none
Motion made by Alderman Stevenson to accept the minutes of the Committee of the Whole
meeting of September 28, 2015, seconded by Alderman Brust. Voice vote was taken. All voted
yes. Motion carried.
GUEST SPEAKER – none
OLD BUSINESS – none
NEW BUSINESS
Discuss addition of Class A Liquor License – Consultant Misurelli explained that Mr. Thomas
Minnihan intended to purchase the building located at 209 West Main Street. His intentions with
the property are to open an Irish Pub that requires an additional Class A Liquor License to be
granted by the City. Mr. Minnihan addressed the City Council on his plans and answered
questions regarding the potential business. There was no objection to move the item to a vote in a
future City Council meeting.
Discuss Residential Economic Incentive Program Extension – Consultant Misurelli explained
that for the last few years, the City Council has approved an annual program that provides
financial benefit in current economic conditions to the School and Park District by encouraging
expansion of the property tax base for badly needed operating revenues. This program provides
an incentive for a minimal expansion of housing for the community, while containing failsafe
provisions capping the program with a maximum level that can apply. The program would
terminate after the 20th building permit is issued within the year. The extension is reviewable
yearly. Mr. Rick Hoffman of Hoffman Realty addressed the City Council regarding
development. He explained that the City of Sycamore is a direct competitor of Genoa in regards

to new home construction. He estimated that a nearly identical building plan in Sycamore
appraises for nearly $10,000-$15,000 more. Mr. Hoffman expressed that the extension of the
program will assist in encouraging future development. There was no objection to move the item
to a vote in a future City Council meeting.
Discuss Collection Agency Contract – Chief Smith requested approval by the City Council to
enter into a collections service agreement with Municipal Collections of America, who
specializes in the collection of municipal debts. This will help to reduce/eliminate the expense of
attempting to collect these debts. Chief Smith estimated $40,000 is still owed through unpaid
fines. This measure would be used in addition to garnishment of State Income Tax Refunds.
There was no objection to move the item to a vote in a future City Council meeting.
Presentation regarding TIF District Eligibility – Lee Brown, President of Teska and
Associates provided an update regarding the eligibility phase of a potential TIF District for the
Downtown Area. A TIF District is a one-time opportunity to provide redevelopment and
improvements in the Downtown over a limited 23 year period financed from the growth of
Assessed Valuation created by the redevelopment. Mr. Brown explained that the potential TIF
District would meet the criteria in Illinois State law for a Conservation Area, which is the
preferable designation.
DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Administrative report – Consultant Misurelli reported that a synopsis of the Amtrak information
to date has been compiled and distributed for the Aldermen to review.
Public Works – Director Gentile was not in attendance.
Police Department – Chief Smith has nothing further to report.
Mayor’s report – Mayor Vicary reported on the recent State of the City Address. Approximately
60 people were in attendance. He wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.
ANNOUNCEMENTS – none
Motion made by Alderman Carroll to adjourn the meeting of the Committee of the Whole,
seconded by Alderman Stevenson. Voice vote was taken. All voted yes. Motion carried. Meeting
adjourned at 8:05 p.m.

