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Introduction

GENOA HISTORY

Located primarily in Genoa Township in the

Genoa is a forward-looking community located in northern DeKalb County, northeastern section of DeKalb County, the
lllinois. The area has seen many changes over the past several years and a new community of Genoa was settled in 1835 by
comprehensive plan will suide the city's decisions as it navigates the balance Thamas Matteson and his family wih the
between growth and retaining its small-town character. The 2023 Genoa State. In addition. Matteson established the
Comprehensive Plan is based on the input of city officials, city staff, residents, first post office in 1837

business leaders, community oreanizations, and other stakeholders providin

thelr thoughts and expertise to advance Genoa's future. The plan is designed to N0 O IEISIEN
assist Geroa in maintaining its unique character, facilitating managed growth, S e oDl Cs e T it
and providing opportunities for compatible development over the next 20 years. established the Perkins Hotel and Tavern.

Stagecoach routes also played an integral
role’in shaping the town, with the route

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OVERVIEW betlvvequgécago and Galena being used as
early as 1828,

As a guide for future development,

a comprehensive plan expresses the
aspirations of residents and informs
patential developers, businesses, and
others of what Genoa finds desirable
and how to shape their proposals to
best fit the city's vision.

In 1850 Henry Durham officially platted the
City of Genoa and filed the platting in 1853.
Despite its early establishment as a town,
Genoa did not have its own railroad line,
whithgrovided for slow growth from 1850
101875, However, growth started to increase
when the Chicago & Milwaukee Railroad
Company constructed a new branch in 1875.

This launched an era of prosperity in Genoa
that led to official incorporation as a village
in1876 and then as a city in 1911, At that
time Genoa had a general store, hotel,
grocery stare, blacksmith, and shae shap.

A comprehensive plan is a process as
much as a document. Creating a
comprehensive plan is an opportunity
for city officials, residents, businesses,
and other stakeholders to think about
what they would like the future of the
community to be and share those
ideas with each other. The community John Oster Manufatturing, Atgos Products
did this by participating in a variety of Comnpany, Greenlee Tool Company, Polar
Communit\/ engagement a[‘tivitiesy as Te[h, Custom A”Ummum, and many athers

‘ -- have helped Genoa grow its economy
described on the next page. inta the 1900s to presgnt day. While the

The city's industrial companies -- including
the Eureka Electric Company;, Leich Electric
Company, Fall Products, Utley Company,

. . COmiﬂﬁﬁ years. The plan will guide city railroad was a major driver for this industrial
The plan focuses on physical attributes  officials in decision making as they growth in Genoa's history, factrs like
such as land use, access and mability, — review proposed developments and rﬁgl?ﬂg%' Iﬂ[ﬂUStrla' Hellel and access to :
and natural resources, but affects all allocate resources for municipal projects Ul O P SRR S NS

‘ ; . M industrial and commercial growth in Cenaa.
aspects of the community. While this and community improvements.
plan is presented as a final docurment, | | Today, Genoa has become the third most
It should not be viewed as permanent.  The plan includes recommendations for populous community in DeKalb County
ehind DeKalb and Sycamore. Genoa has

The plan should be reviewed regularly,  implementation, including Strategies,
typically every five years, to ensure that  suggested ﬁrojects, and potentia
it still reflects the interests and features  resources that will help guide the city

continued to experience residential growth
with a strang economic base.

of the community and surrounding as it works towards achieving its vision This 2023 Comnprehensive Plan will help

area. fAddltlonally, the plan can be and goals. élriéa/etﬁhaen%tga'Ta%?nﬂgg'g‘tga%?e”mg%?c

modified at any time through Plan oa , :

Commission review at a public hearing  Taken altogether, the 2023 gﬁ%%ﬁ@é&ﬂ'ev %gifgaii”géﬁeﬁgﬁéjg St;’ncé

and final approval from the City Council. ~ Comprehensive Plan indicates that Create various opportunities for current and
‘ Cenoa is a community desiring the new residents.

The 2023 Genoa Comprehensive Plan  best for its residents, businesses, and

presents a vision for the community organizations, and is prepared to take

that the city will work towards in the steps to reach its goals.

miecrvor | NRE L ot TS
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1] INTRODUCTION

PLANNING PROCESS

The comprehensive planning process included a variety of engagement
tools to ensure Genoa community members had opportunities to share
their thoughts, ideas, and concerns. Community input helped mold the

elements in this plan.

Community members were able to participate in resident and business

surveys, share comments on a dedicated project website, and post

comments on an interactive web-based Comment Map. They also

Brovided feedback on the plan during a public hearing conducted by the
lan Commission and discussion with the City Coundil.

In addition, a Comprehensive Plan Task Force made up of a cross section
of residents, business owners, and community leaders met periodically
throughout the planning process to review findings, develop the vision,
goals, and objectives, and share their expertise.

PROJECT WEBSITE

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, STRATEGIC PLAN

Comprefénsive Plan; /8 |

" Strategic Plan & HoUSing
d  Share your thoughts!
Scan this QR code to visit the project website to learn more about

the City of Genoa's multi-faceted communit ity Take
and view

ersity’s Center
s (NIU CGS) and
0 conduct a process
Com,

prepare a St
Housing Study.

Welcome to the project website for the City of Genoa'
Comprehensive Plan, prepare a Strategic Plan, and co
The City's current Comprehensive Plan was last updat
opportunity to prepare all three planning elements si
their vision, goals, and strategies are aligned with cur

aspirations for growth, development, and service in G
Study will provide insights into the current housing st
adequate options meeting diverse needs, budgets, an

PROJECT PHASES

Approved by City Council on January 3, 2024

pLAN ORGANIZATION ....................................... g

The plan is organized into the chapters listed
below. Numerous maps, including the Future
Land Use Plan, can be found in the document.
Survey findings, Comment Map results, and other
information are in the Appendix.

* Community Profile

* Community Framework
* (ity Plan

* Implementation

CONCURRENT COMPREHENSIVE
& STRATEGIC PLANNING PROCESSES

The city developed the Comprehensive Plan and

a Strategic Plan concurrently. By completing the
two plans at the same time, each plan benefited
from additional information that would not have
been included in just a comprehensive or strategic
planning process. Interviews, focus groups,
workshops, surveys, online comments, and task
force meetings generated a rich mix of input shared
across meetings, presentations, and conversations.
In addition to the two plans sharing this common
base of information, the goals and objectives in
each plan are cross referenced where a direct
relationship exists. This will enable the city and
public to easily move between plans and develop a
coordinated approach to decision making.

Inventory and Data Collection

LERhR et
Compilation, review, and analysis of community G E N OA

information to understand the aspects that make up
Genoa today and elements to address regarding
future growth and development.

1
About
Community Input
A multi-pronged outreach process to engage [=p
community members to collect their thoughts and Activity
ideas to shape town planning strategies.
]

2003 Comp Plan

Vision and Goal Setting

Development of a community vision and goals to guide
the plan elements and set aspirations for growth
management and sustainable development.

Current Phase
Plan Preparation

Synthesis of data analysis, community input, and long-
range visioning to prepare the draft Comprehensive
Plan, Strategic Plan, and Housing Plan.

Final Review and Adoption

Presentation of final Comprehensive Plan to City
officials and the public for final review and adoption.

2| 2023 GENOA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

’ There is a lot of land here. What development

would be best for the community?

@ Join the discussion (1)

dlike | Dislikeg)
@ Zoomin

o Review

—DERBY-LINERDE
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Community Profile

Genoais %enerally located in the northern section of DeKalb
County. The nearest interstate highway is 1-90, about

eight miles to the north. IL Route 23 links the city to the
interstate and serves as one of the two primary arterials
that runs through Genoa. The other arterial is IL Route /72,
which traverses east/west through the community.

The general planning area for Genoa is defined as a 1/2-mile
radius around the city's current municipal boundary. The
Village of Kingston Eartially intersects Genoa's 1/2-mile
F\anning area, which is taken into account in the future

and use planning for Genoa.

/|

JO DAVIESS | STEPHENSOM [WINKEBAGD [BOONE] MeHENRY LAKE

A . W]

In addition to Kingston to the west, Genoa is located 172
miles or more from other nearby municipalities. These

w
municipalities include Hampshire to the east, Burlington to s g canno & onie
the southeast, and Sycamore and DeKalb to the south. 5 = S o CENOR e
N wrmresioe LEE DEKALB

) o . . COUNTY ™
Cenoa's accessibility to 1-90 to the north and the industrial, I E—
commercial, and residential growth in the DeKalb area to -~ RN
the south have an impact on housing, employment, and g S -
economic develoRment opportunities in the community, e S .E;% .
which is part of the long-range planning that frames the . MARSHALL
Comprehensive Plan. This includes opportunities for current Z W B N B
Genoa residents and potential residents, businesses, and § ) — Insquois

| ! ' S

employers to attract in the future. —*’r -

[VERMILION

SCHUYLER CHAMPAIGN

il

DOUGLAS.

EDGAR
coLes |

GREENE SHELRY
CLARK ,

MACOUPIN | MONTGOMERY i UMBERLANS

EFFINGRAM
FAYETTE JASPER  |CRAWFOR!
BOND
cLaY
RICHLAND [ LAWRENC!
HARION
CLINTON

X
F1 §
WAYNT
Ed
WASHINGTON | jerrgrson LS
HeNRoE

200 N\\\_ES
ranooLpn | PERRY ramiTon | winTe f

FRANKUN

JACKSO]
" IWILLIAMSON | SALINE [GALLATY

Lionson

FIGURE 2.1
LOCATION MAP
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EXISTING LAND USE

Genoa's current land use mix providesa  efficiently manage growth in Genoa, as
solid foundation to plan for future growth  summarized in the City Plan in Chapter 4.
and development. The city's existing

land use composition is summarized in Located in downtown Genoa and along
the land use pie chart and Existing Land  the city's main roadways, commercial

Use Map provided in Figures 22and 23, uses make up about 04% of Genoa’s
respectively. The map covers the city's - current land use. Genoa's most prominent

mile planning area. commercial growth areas are located
along IL Route 72, particularly the west
A majority (84.0%) of Genoa'’s total segment (between the high school
existing land use within the city's 172~ campus and Madison Street) and the
mile planning area is comprised of east segment (east of the Dollar Ceneral

agricultural land, which accentuates the  store at Kearney Drive).

community's rural heritage. While the city

Is increasingly experiencing development  Industrial uses comprise about 0.6%
at the edges of its current municipal of existine% land use, with current uses
boundary, agricultural land will continue to generally ocated at the eastern end of

be the primary use of land on all sides of 2 Street, north of the downtown area, RIVERWOOD
the community creating a natural buffer  and in the south part of town between & FOREST PRESERVE
around the city to manage growth and the railroad and Derby Line Road. This |
development. Derby Line Road area represents one of
Genoa's industrial erowth areas; the east
Genoa has primarily grown as a side of the planning area represents the
residential community with about £69%  other growth area, particularly to take
of land devoted to all residential land advantage of the access to the I-90
use types, with a majoritY split between  tollway via IL Route 23,
estate density residential (4.0%) and
low density residential (2.6%). The Civic and institutional uses, including
remainder is comprised of moderate schools, religious institutions, and
density residential (0.1%) and high density municipal uses, encompass about 1.0% of
residential (0.2%), which hi%hli ts land use.
opportunities to enhance the diversity of

Genoa's housing stock to meet different  Parks and open space comprise 31%,

housing needs, budgets, and life stages.  while environmental conservation areas
take up 3.2%. These uses combine to

While about 0.% of land is considered represent the third Iardgest percentage

vacant, a significant portion of vacant (6.3%) of existing land use after
land includes parcels that have been agricultural and estate and low density
platted for residential use but remain residential uses. This highlights Genoa's

undeveloped. Platted but undeveloped ~ commitment to land conservation and
parcels provide an integral opportunity to  protection of the natural environment.

FIGURE 2.2
EXISTING LAND USE COMPOSITION

4.0% | Estate Density Residential
2.6% | Low Density Residential
/ 0.1% | Moderate Density Residential

@ 0.2% | High Density Residential

. 0.4% | Commercial

@ 06% | Industrial

@ 1.0% | Civic/Institutional

. 3.1% | Park and Open Space
3.2% | Environmental Corridor

84.0% | Agricultural
. 0.9% | Vacant

.
mearvor LIl oot
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FIGURE 2.3 ] LI |
EXISTING LAND USE MAP
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COMMUNITY CONDITIONS

The following information provides a snapshot of Genoa's population and housing, This information was
considered when developing the goals and objectives in the Comprehensive Plan. The data was drawn
from the 2020 U.S. Census and other sources. In order to provide a perspective on what some of these

numbers may mean for Genoa.

General Population

While many smaller lllinois communities
have declined in population, Genoa and
nearby communities have shown slow
and steady growth, a pattern that is
projected to continue (Figure 24).

Population by Race & Ethnidty

While predominantly white, about one-
fourth of Genoa residents are peaple of
color, mostly Hispanic. DeKalb County
is slightly more diverse and has a larger
percentage of Black residents than
Cenoa (Figure 2.5).

Population by Age

The age distribution of Genoa residents
has followed a Eattern common
statewide and

groups generally ng and older age
aroups growing (Figure 26). In Genoa
this Is particulalry evident in the decline
of residents under age 25.

FIGURE 2.5
POPULATION BY RACE & ETHNICITY, 2020
Source: U.S. Census, 2020 Census Redistricting Data, P2

80.0% 75.4%

71.0%

70.0%

60.0%

50.0%

40.0%

30.0%

00% S22 135y

o Il oo m_om 2%
0.0% ——

eyond, with younger age
Jetlini dg

FIGURE 2.4

POPULATION TRENDS, 2015-2025

Source: U.S. Census Population Estimation Program

P Projected

Sycamore |  Cortland | Hampshire
17,522 4,296 5,572
17,450 4,285 5,601
17,503 4,319 5,606
17,570 4,321 5,723
17,755 4,339 5,953
17,772 4,336 6,104
17,900 4,328 6,234
18,023 4,333 6,310
18,125 4,371 6,305
18,322 4,408 6,251
18,563 4,397 7,647
18,664 4,413 7,778
18,652 4,443 7,814
18,764 4,461 8,062
18,841 4,479 8,317
19,438 4,621 8,581

B Genoa M DeKalb County

8.7%

Hispanic White, Alone Black or African Asian, Alone
American, Alone

FIGURE 2.6

POPULATION BY AGE IN GENOA, 2010, 2015, 2020, 2021
Source: U.S. Census, American Community Survey, 2010, 2015, 2020, 2021 5-Year Estimates. DPO5

4.1%

4.5%

All Other

M Population 65+

1267

745 721

2500 B Population <25 M Population 25-44 Population 45-64
2178
2000 1952
1742
1500 1481 1355 i 1o —
1216 1286
1000
500 303 445
: ] ]

2010 2015
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2021
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Education

Education levels are lower than those in DeKalb County (Figure 2.7). While 153% The AARP Livabllity Index combines
of Genoa residents possess a bachelor's degree, 33.2% of county residents do. many community elements and arrives
The high educational attainment in the caunty may be due to the presence of ot earaSCgrgofrﬁmu[%'&g%nvé'%g?ngﬁgg;ge
Northern Illinois University in DeKalb. ] high%y lvable community, The index

iS @ way to compare communities
FIGURE 2.7 and identify a particular community's
EDUCATIONAL ATI'AINMENT, 2020 Strengths or wea |<nessesl

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

As shown in the first table below, Genoa's
HGenoa M DeKalb County overall score is similar or comparable to

15.3% that of nearby communities. The second
Bachelor's Degree or Higher table shows how Genoa compares to
33.2¢6 communities nationwide. Genoa scores
particularly high on environment and

opportunity, with the latter accentuatin%
the room for growth. Housing and healt]

b sehool ) 87.7% are the only factars below the 50th
High School or Higher i
9.6 percentile.
& & & &
0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 50.0% 60.0% 70.0% 80.0% 90.0% 100.0% | 00(\ é\o {\\fb 5}\\
~LAaRP 7
\g
55 50 51

Income Overall Livability Score 53

The median household income in Genaa is $74,676 (2021 dollars) but the largest Housing 46 50 46 45

income group is househalds with incomes of $100,000 or more (Figure 2.8). For Reenbomood o e

g;omganson, median household income in DeKalb County is 564,019, Sycamare Ermironmeont o o o oGl

is 573,475, Hampshire is $97927 and Cortland is $74,236. Health 45 48 41 61
Engagement 53 46 46 56

FIGURE 2.8 Opportunity 62 69 68 51

HOUSEHOLDS BY INCOME, 2020

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2016-2020 5-Year Estimates. S1901 Source: American Association of Retired Persons
(AARP) Livability Index

40.0%

35.0%

Genoa Median

30.0% m

25.0%
AARP LIVABILITY INDEX | GREAT NEIGHBORHOODS FOR ALL AGES
20.0%
15.0% How livable is your
o :
10.0% community?
5.0%
The AARP Livability Index scores neighborhoods and communities across
0.0% the U.S. for the services and amenities that impact you the most.
Under $25,000 $25,000 - $50,000 - $75,000 - Over $100,000
$49,999 $74,999 $99,999
. . . . s 2022 Median US

Median 2021 Inflation Adjusted - $74,676 Median 2021 Constant Dollars (2020) - $71,345 Genoa, lllinois Neighborhood
Overall Score 53 50
ﬁ Housing 46 52
9 Neighborhood 52 48
g Transportation 51 49
§: Environment 64 54
EA Health 45 50
1%L Engagement 53 53
@3 Opportunity 62 52
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Households

Approved by City Council on January 3, 2024

Genoa has a hi%her percentage of married couple households than

DeKalb County

DeKalb County (Figure 210).

FIGURE 2.9
HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERISTICS, 2021
Source: U.S. Census, American Community Survey, 2021 5-Year Estimates. B25003

57.6%
43.9% M Genoa M DeKalb County
26.7%
20.2%

0/

Married Couple Female Male Cohabitating
Househol Householder, Householder, Couple
No Spouse/ No Spouse/
Partner Partner

8 | 2023 GENOA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Figure 2.9). When cohabiting couples are included,
over two thirds of households are couples. About 35% of Genoa
residents rent their homes, compared to 42.2% of renters in all of

FIGURE 2.10
HOUSING OCCUPANCY STATUS, 2021
Source: U.S. Census, American Community Survey, 2021 5-Year Estimates. B25003

DeKalb
County

Renter Occupied
35'0%
693

Renter Occupied
42°2%

Owner Occupied 16,442

65.0%
1,289

Owner Occupied

57.8%
22,489

THECITY OF X

GENOA
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Housing

Genoa is a primarily single family residential
community, with slightY less than three-quarters
(72.4%) devoted to single family detached homes.
The remaining housing stock is a mix of single family

attached homes and apartments of varying sizes
(Figure 21).

Genoa's housing also varies in age, reflecting the
addition of subdivisions at different times, There was
limited housing construction in the early 2010s, but
construction gradually increased in the latter part of
the decade and into the 2020s (Figure 212).

Most homes have at least two bedrooms and ane in
five has four or more, fitting with the family-oriented
nature of the community (Figure 213).

Half of the homes in Genoa are occupied by
households paying on a morteage. There are over
twice as many renters as households that have paid
off their mortgage (Figure 214).

Home values in Genoa have increased by almost a
third over the past five years (Figure 215‘.

$253,126
$239,909

$215,108
s191,174 S197,882

9/2018 9/2019 9/2020 9/2021 9/2022
to 8/2019 to 8/2020 to 8/2021 to 8/2022 to 8/2023

Date Range

FIGURE 2.15

AVERAGE ZILLOW HOME VALUE INDEX | As of September 2023

Source: Zillow.com

COMMUNITY PROFILE | 2

1.8% Mobile home or other type of housing
0.8% 10 or more apartments

3.6% 5to 9 apartments

7.8% 3 to 4 apartments

6.3% 2 apartments

7.5%  Single family attached

72.4% Single family detached

FIGURE 2.11
TYPES OF HOUSING UNITS, 2021

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2017-2021 American Commu-
nity Survey 5-Year Estimates; S2504

2.7% 2010 or later

27.4% 2000 to 2009

35.4% 1960 to 1999

34.5% 1959 or earlier

FIGURE 2.12
AGE OF 0CCUPIED HOUSING UNITS, 2021

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2017-2021 American Commu-
nity Survey 5-Year Estimates; S2504

5.7% 0to 1 bedroom
20.5% 4+ bedrooms
73.8% 2 to 3 bedrooms

FIGURE 2.13
SIZE OF HOUSING UNITS, 2021

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2017-2021 American Commu-
nity Survey 5-Year Estimates; S2504

50.0% Owned with a mortgage
34.5% Rent
15.5% Owned without a mortgage

FIGURE 2.14
MONTHLY HOUSING COSTS, 2021

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2017-2021 American Commu-
nity Survey 5-Year Estimates; DPO4

2023 GENOA COMPREHENSIVEPLAN | 9
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS

Approved by City Council on January 3, 2024

While the previous data provided a snapshot of wholivesin
Cenoa and aspects of the quality of life, the following information
provides a snapshot of the local economy. This information is also

useful in formulating goals and objectives.

Commuting

The diagram in Figure 216 shows how jobs
located in Genoa are divided amongst residents
and nonresidents. As can be seen, most Genoa
jobs are filled by nonresidents and most Genoa
residents commute to jobs outside of the
community. However, these numbers do not
include pandemic related changes in place of
work such as hybrid jobs that involve some days
worked at home.

Value Added by Use Category

As shown in Figure 217, growth in value is
disproportionately in the residential sector.
This is due to botn an increase in the value of
housing and little new growth in other sectors.

FIGURE 2.17
VALUE ADDED BY USE CATEGORY, 2018-2022

Source: City of Genoa

Industrial Expansion/Renovation [l
New Industrial
Commercial Expansion/Renovation 7]
New Commercial [l

New Residential [N

FIGURE 2.16
COMMUTING PROFILE OF PRIMARY JOBS, 2019
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, OnTheMap, 2019

80.1% commute i

“.

A primary job is the highest paying job for an individual worker.

S- $5,000,000 $10,000,000 $15,000,000 $20,000,000 $25,000,000 $30,000,000

W2018 m2019 m2020

Employer Size

2021 w2022

Employers in Genoa mostly have less than 10 employees, with
40.7% (5 to 9 employees) and 28.9% (1 to 4 employees) totaling
almost 70% of all employers (Figure 218). Large employers with 50
or more employees only make up 2.5% of Genoa's employer mix.
These figures include for profit and nonprofit employers.

28.9% 56 employers
40.7% 79 employers
16.0% 31 employers
11.9% 23 employers
1.0% 2 employers
1.5% 3 employers

1to 4 employees

5 to 9 employees

10 to 19 employees .

20 to 49 employees

50 to 99 employees .
|

100 to 249 employees

FIGURE 2.18
EMPLOYER SIZE

Source: Lightcast

10 | 2023 GENOA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Note: Business Data by DatabaseUSA.com is third-party
data provided by Lightcast to its customers as a conve-
nience, and Lightcast does not endorse or warrant its
accuracy or consistency with other published Lightcast
data. In most cases, the Business Count will not match
total companies with profiles on the summary tab.
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CHAPTER 3

Community Framework

Comprised of a vision, goals, and objectives, the | VISION STATEMENT |

community framework supports the comprehensive , i , , ,
plan, particularly guiding the city's future growth Genoa is a thriving small town in a scenic rural setting. A

and development. The Comprehensive Plan Task safe, generational community, Genoa welcomes residents

Force helped shape the vision, goals, and objectives and visitors of all ages with its traditional downtown,

for Genoa. The vision developed by the Task Force outdoor recreation, community events and great schools.

describes what the community aspires to be, The community’s strong work ethic, business friendll

particularly describing what one hopes to find in attitude and strategic [ocation support a sustainable mix

Genoa five years from now. of local businesses and a growing economy,

As the policy framework graphic on the right

lllustrates, the goals are achievable outcomes

that advance the vision, Whl|e the objectives are Goals and objectives  GIOAL » OBJECTIVE » STRATEGY
measurable steps to achieve each of the goals. aresummarizedinthis | e A brofect
The ObJeEtIVQS also SEIVE ds the fOUﬂdatIOﬂ fQI’ the :oragagﬁobggc‘:ﬁ::re oﬂtggn;%vfhas mseggﬁlrg:BIe step acq{c?#efo g:eet
Implementation Plan in Chapter 5, which outlines provided in Chapter5:  supportsa | toachieve agoal. | the objective.
strategies and projects that city officials and their Implementation. common vision.

partners can undertake to move the community
towards its vision.

The Implementation Plan makes the 2023 Genoa
Comprehensive Plan an actionable document that
the city can build around and follow as a community
blueprint for years to come.

FIGURE 3.1

PRIMARY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN TOPICS

The goals and objectives are categorized by the nine primary topics, which are illustrated in
the graphic below. These topics form the policy framework of the Comprehensive Plan. The
graphic illustrates how the various topics covered by the plan are interdependent and work in
conjunction with each other to build a cohesive and holistically supportive community.

Note: Graphic for illustration purposes only; not a depiction of Genoa

1: LAND USE & DEVELOPMENT l

| 9: commuNIcATIONS | 6: ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY

aay,

. 8: UTILITIES & INFRASTRUCTURE J: -2

clinie

ENTist

i
2: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

2023 GENOA COMPREHENSIVEPLAN | 11
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PRIORITIZING OBJECTIVES

Prioritized objectives guide the city when
allocatin%resouytes, pursuing grants and
funding, budgeting staff time, building
community support, and laying the
groundwork for subsequent tasks and
projects. The Task Force prioritized the
objectives by considering the following
factors:

* How achievable is this objective?

» How much positive impact would achieving
this objective have on the community?

* How interested is the community in this
objective?

*ls funding necessary and if so, is it
available

+ Can this objective be achieved quickly,
generating additional local interest and
momentum?

Based on the gaals and abjectives outlined
in this chapter, each objective was ranked
within its goal category rather than across
goal categories. The Task Force ranked each
objective as high, medium, or lower priority.

© HIGHPRIORITY
MEDIUM PRIORITY
@ LOWERPRIORITY

However, objectives will not always be
addressed in priority order if opportunities
or obstacles arise that enter into the
decision making process. All abjectives are
still important fo achieving the city's vision,
regardless of their level of priority.

The prioritized objectives are shown in the
following tables.

12| 2023 GENOA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
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1: Land Use & Development

GOAL oo o |# | oBECTE PRIORITY
Genoa will pursue development | #1 | Enhance Genoa's unique assets. @ HiCH
p
gﬂ%%&"g&"ﬁgﬂ e%?’nlé 12 | Align %entoa’s Unti]fed Devgllopment Ordinance ® HCH
; ; o with the Comprehensive Plan.
and businesses while retaining - D :
the [ommun[[y’s small town 13 [ Invest in downtown to keep it a strong central ® HiGH
fgg[ und megtl'gg the needs focus for the community,.
of existing residents and 14 | Expand Genoa's boundaries to accomplish city | @ HigH
businesses. goals,
15 | Preserve (enoa's distinct identity by maintaining
agreen boundary between the city and
srrounding communities.
16 | Provide a balance of uses in the city, considering
the needs of employers, employees, residents,
and visitors.
17 | Prepare for deyeloﬁment that advances Genoa's
long-term role in the region.
1.8 | Retain the small-town feel and rural atmosphere
of the community.
u
2: Economic Development
GOAL .o o | # | 0BETIE PRIORITY
Genoa will have a vibrant and | 21 | Encourage entrepreneurship and support locally | @ HicH
ge entrep fip pp
growing economy based on owned, unique small businesses that serve Genoa
supporting existing businesses residents and visitors.
and indu ”35/7?”50”@’”9 2.2 | Promote existing programs and policies and ® HH
entreprenevrship, and develop new ones that facilitate business
attracting new employers. continuation and growth.
23 | Identify and market the community's primary @ HiCH
assets that attract visitors to Genoa.
24 | Strengthen the local workforce to meet the needs
of a variety of employers.
25 | Position the city soit can adapt to changing
needs of business owners, workers, custormers,
(S and visitors,
o° @ 2.6 | Work with property owners to modernize their

sites, including steps like high-speed internet,
hl%lher or exposed ceilings, open workspaces for
collaboration, and flex spaces built to suit.

THECITY oF o
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L
3: Housing

COMMUNITY FRAMEWORK | 3

................................................. o [# | OBJECTIVE PRIORITY
Genoa will encourage a diverse housing stock that meets 31 | Plan for housing that accommaodates all ages, incomes, and abilities. @ HiGH
the different needs of residents, protects community 32 | Divers : o S
A e . iversify the local housing stack with different housing optians like ® HicH
character, and enables the community to grow. multi-family (e, condos, apartments) and Missing Middle ﬁe_.g., .
duplexes, trl/quad/mult[FIexes, townhouses, accessory dwellinig units)
in addition to single family homes.
33 | Evaluate proposed housing from multiple perspectives including ® HiCH
local businesses, schoals, and other providers of community services
dependent on a sustainable population base.
34 | Encourage housing that meets the needs of the local warkforce.
............................................................................. o |35 Support maintenance and renovation of Genoa's historic housing stock.
L] L]
4: Access & Mobility
GOAL e o |# | ogecve PRIORITY
Genoa will be g’ Wef/—cpnnedg@/jlmgmunity ?r(;yiding 41 | Maintain and improve roads and sidewalks. ® HiCH
Safe access and incllisive mobility for users of aif ages, 42 | Increase connectivity by adding safe pathways and crossings for
abilities, and transportation choices. pedestrians and bicyclists of aﬁages and abil\{ties.
‘“’ 43 | Encourage the provision of electric vehicle charging stations. ® LOWRR
n e o |44 | Improve access to public transportation options. ® [OWER
] Hjjign
5: Community Facilities & Assets
GOAL e o |# | ogecve PRIORITY
Genoa will foster a network of educational, recreational, 51 | Strengthen downtown as a focal point for the community. ® HiCH
and civic facilities to enhance the community and be a 52 ! P °
point of pride for residerts. Provide parks and recr.eatlon facilities smtable.for all ages and abII|I'EIES. HIGH
53 | Ensure adequate parking for all types of uses in all areas of the city. ® HCH
54 | Increase arts and cultural opportunities for residents and visitors.
55 | Increase recreation opportunities along the Kishwaukee River.
56 | Provide equitable geographic distribution of parks and recreation
facilities.
57 | Engage local businesses in community activities that benefit student | ® LOWER

2 n

~a"°

mecTvor JO |

I

GENOA

learning at schools, encourage sponsorships at local parks and sports
leagues, and boost (enoa’s community spirit.

2023 GENOA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN |
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Approved by City Council on January 3, 2024

L] L L1 L] L] u
6: Environmental Sustainability | 7: Community Design
GOAL ... #_| ojecTe propmy | | GOAL .. # | opecTwe PRIORITY
Genog will promote 6.1 | Manage stormwater effectively | ® HicH Genoa wi[l enhanceits |1 | Require high quality design @ HiGH
practices that protect to protect the natural community character fOL public at|I|t|esh and f
nutu'rul resources’ environment. thrqugh uullty ' otner S'[FL]C’[UTQS'[ at reflect
consider farmlond 6.2 | Protect the Kishwaukee River. | @ HH design of the built Commuy pre
preservation, and T ; environment, respect | 7.2 | Continue to support historic ® HCH
advance sustainability | 3 | Indlude sustainableand for historic buildings, preservation through existing
initiatives. Fﬁ?e”é’mgﬁj' y feasle practices and protection of the and new effarts
developments. natural environment. 773 E?difythe [ompret&ensive ® HCH
. — an's community design
64 | Maintain and enhance the city's Brinciples into the city's Unifed
{ree Cover. evelopment Ordinance and
65 | Create a Green Genoa program other relevant codes
that promotes recycling, 74 | Support the incorporation of
energy efficient buildings, and puﬁﬁc art into community
other programs that support design.
sustainability.
6.6 | Work with providers of & I[reateanat‘utr]al wied
alternative energy sources to :ﬂﬂé‘ér tﬁ“‘&gﬁ?&g%‘ﬁﬁ
build up local resources in a T appropriately integrate
way that is compatible with the environmental elementsinto
’ lcgglngggrgtg/ n?nd enhances the b o community design.
........... o ). =1
Hjign u L}
8: Utilities & Infrastructure 9: Communications
GOAL ... #_| ojecTe propmy | | GOAL .. # | opecTwe PRIORITY
Genoa will ensure 81 | (onsider ways toincrease the | @ HicH Genoa will provide 3.1 | Provide communication options | @ HicH
wtilities efficiertly e1;f|uenp Jand glgst effeatweness easy and clear tha% meet thde tElre]‘erences of
meet the needs of 01 pOvICng Ltts an communication residents and Dusinesses.
the community, sound arid use plangning between city officials, | 9.2 | Encourage communication ® HiGH
Serve potertial new and coordination of futre residerts, property between businesses and the
developments, and developmen owners, businesses, community.
adequately respond —— and other community 93 | Strive for mermbershio of
to city growth. 8.2 | Monitor theimpactofnew | @ HH stakeholders, 13 | Strive for membership o
development on existing utilities city boards, commissions,
and infrastructure to properly and committees that
plan for improvements or p s representative of the
expansion. V... a community.
-
83 | Evaluate the need for and
impacts of septic systems
for development unable to

connect to municipal sewer
infrastructure.

14| 2023 GENOA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
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CHAPTER 4

City Plan

The City Plan serves as the core element of the Genoa Comprehensive
Plan, providing recommendations for land use, development, housing,
economic development, access and mobility, community facilities

and assets, natural resources, utilities, infrastructure, and community
desi%n. In addition, the City Plan builds upon the community profile
and framework in the previous chapters to formulate a blueprint for
managed growth and sustainable development in Genoa in the near
term and into the future.

CITY PLAN | 4

LAND USE CATEGORIES

RESIDENTIAL

Residential uses encompass a diverse set
of housing types to provide residents with
options that meet varying needs, budgets,
and life stages. Genoa will continue to be
a predominantly single family residential
community. Multi family residential, such as apartments,
condominiums, and other multi-family options, help to diversify
the local housing stock while respecting the single family
character of the community. Different residential t%pologies are
summarized on the following pages to highlight different housing
types that may be appropriate for Genoa.

FUTURE LAND USE PLAN

The Future Land Use Plan
Bositions Genoa tofind a

alance between managing
sustainable growth and
maintaining the city's small
town character and preservation
of the natural environment. In
addition, the plan will provide
for an appropriate land use mix
with residential, commercial,
employment, civic, and
recreational oRportunities that
collectively enhance the quality-
of-life in Genoa.

While the Future Land Use
Plan Map illustrates land use
designations for land within
Genoa's T/2-mile planning area,
It is important to understand
the generalized nature of the
map. Given the scale at which
municipal comprehensive

planning occurs, only broad areas
of land use are indicated. Certain
exceptions may be appropriate
for specific parcels of land. For
example, a daycare center or
small home-based office in a
residential neighborhood may
be permitted even though the
Future Land Use Plan does not
strictly indicate a commercial
use in the neighborhood. Such
exceptions should be addressed
0N a case-by-case basis in
accordance with Genoa's Unified
Development Ordinance.

In addition, new public uses

like parks and schools are not
specifically shown on the Future
Land Use Plan, unless certain
land is specifically earmarked by
the Genoa Township Park District
or Genoa-Kingston Community

Bl
e .
TECTYor ﬂi"’s%\% e ar.9b-1

GENOA

Estate Density Residential

Low Density Residential

Moderate Density Residential
@ High Density Residential

COMMERCIAL

Commercial uses provide retail goods g.g,’hﬂ\/
and services with stores, restaurants, and ¥ F‘a‘](
businesses that serve the needs of residents

and the daytime population generated by

offices and other employment centers. Commercial uses are
primarily located in Downtown Genoa and along major roadways
like IL Route 72 and Sycamore Road. Various commercial

typologies are summarized on the following pages to show
potential businesses and services for Genoa.

. Commercial

EMPLOYMENT GENERATORS

Employment uses provide job opportunities for
local residents and job seekers from around
the region. Genoa will work towards providing
a range of employment generating uses.
Industrial uses may include: warehousing;
Iof%istics; manufacturing; tech; research and development;
offices in traditional, coworking, and shared formats, etc.
Emerging uses like hybrid industrial/commercial businesses

(the WeatherTech Factory Store in Bolingbrook, IL, is one of the
most notable examples), recreational spaces, or a brewery with

a tasting room or restaurant component may also be explored.
These employment generating typologies are summarized on the
following pages.

@ industrial

COMMUNITY FACILITIES & ASSETS

These elements provide for a range of public
and institutional uses like schools, religioius
institutions, and municipal facilities that
provide services, programs, and opportunities
that support day-to-day civic life in Genoa.
Other community assets include parks, recreational facilities,
open space, conservation areas, rural lands, and environmental
features that help preserve Genoa’s rural heritage, small town
character, and natural resources.

. Civic/ Institutional

. Park and Open Space
Environmental Corridor
Agricultural

2023 GENOA COMPREHENSIVEPLAN | 15



4| CITY PLAN

LAND USE VS ZONING

Itis important to note that the Future
Land Use Plan is not a zoning map. Zoning
regulates specific aspects of development,

such as yard dimensions and building height,

in addition to the location of certain types of
uses within districts. Thus, zoning is a useful
tool for protecting the use of property and
community character, even if the zoning
map does not exactly align with the land
use map.

On the other hand, the Future Land Use
Plan is intended to guide where certain
types of development are to be located and
is not intended to restrict the use of land. A
land use plan indicates, in a general manner,
the location of current and future uses of
land for various types of development. It is
meant to be a guide for establishing more
finely-tuned regulations such as zoning and
to El_,llde decision making which may involve
public or private investment in property
development.

The degree to which a zoning map will
conform to a land use map depends on
two factors; (1) how finely-tuned the land
use map is in terms of dividing land uses
into those which conform to districts, and
(2) how often the zaning map is amended.
Once the updated Comprehensive Plan

is approved by city officials, one of the
first follow-up tasks is typically to update
the city's zoning regulations and map to
ensure they align with the land use and
development policies outlined in the plan.

Typically, aland use map is changed much
less frequently than a zoning map because
itis intended to encompass a longer time
frame, embody a broad community vision,
and provide a more general guide for town
growth and development.

16 | 2023 GENOA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
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Unit School District #424 for future park or school sites, respectively. Analyses
of additional parks and school space that may be needed to accommodate
future population growth are provided later in this chapter.

FUTURE LAND USE PLAN MAP

The Future Land Use Plan depicts all projected land uses within the current
municipal limits and within the city's 1/2-mile planning area. The chart in Figure
47 summarizes the future land use composition, while the maps in Figures
4.3A and 4.3B provide the Existing Land Use Plan and Future Land Use Plan,
respectively, side by side for convenient comparison, The table in Figure 4.2
provides a comparison of the existing and future land use compositions.

From a long range planning perspective, the map illustrates Genoa's growth
capacity and a blueprint for land use that city officials can reference when

proposed developments are considered.

The configuration of the Future Land Use Plan Map is influenced by existing
land uses, past development patterns, and recent trends. In addition, the
map depicts a natural growth boundary around Genoa formed by substantial
agricultural land and open space conservation. Conservation of open

space along the Kishwaukee River provides the added benefit of potential
opportunities for passive recreation. The layout of the Future Land Use Plan
Map is also influenced by the potential for the city to extend public utilities to

Genoa's key growth areas.

FIGURE 4.1
FUTURE LAND USE COMPOSITION

8.5%
/ 3.0%

y 0.5%
/ @ os%
@ 23%

— @ 25%
O 11%

@ 34%

4.2%

| Estate Density Residential

| Low Density Residential

| Moderate Density Residential
| High Density Residential

| Commercial

| Industrial

| Civic/Institutional

| Park and Open Space

| Environmental Corridor

73.4% | Agricultural

FIGURE 4.2

COMPARISON OF EXISTING AND FUTURE LAND USE COMPOSITION

Existing Future

Land Use Land Use

Estate Density Residential 4.0% 8.5%

Low Density Residential 2.6% 3.0%

Moderate Density Residential 0,1% 0.5%

. High Density Residential 0.2% 0.8%

Commercial 0.4% 2.3%

‘ Industrial 0.6% 2.8%

. Civic/Institutional 1.0% 1.1%

. Park and Open Space 3.1% 3.4%

Environmental Corridor 3.2% 4.2%

Agricultural 84.0% 73.4%

@ Vacant 0.9% 0.0%
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RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT PATTERNS & PLATTED BUT UNDEVELOPED PARCELS

Genoa's residential development Rattem primarily followed a traditional erid street
network east of the railroad, which accentuates the small town nature of the
community. West of the railroad and at the outskirts of the city to the north and
south, neighborhoods exhibit curvilinear street patterns that characterize modem
subdivisions. While most neighborhoods are built out, more recent residential
development projects have multiple platted lots that remain undeveloped, which
served as another determining factor for the Future Land Use Plan Map.

LAND USE SCENARIO PLANNING

The Task Force reviewed a series of three land use buildout scenarios, as provided
in Figure 44 (full page maps of the three scenarios are provided in the Appendix).
Each scenario illustrates how the buildout of these platted but undeveloped
residential parcels can combine with additional residential, commercial, and
industrial development of varying degrees. The three scenarios generate population
projections that help to evaluate an approFriate level of growth Tor Genoa. The
sidebar on the right provides greater detail of how to interpret the population
projections and land use buildout depicted on the land use scenario maps.

After discussion of the three scenarios, the Task Force chose to pursue a hybrid of
Stenarios B and C as the preferred land use planning scenario to provide the land
use mix and population projection deemed best for Genoa.

Mﬂmm
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FIGURE 4.3A ] LI |
EXISTING LAND USE MAP
\— | L

BIRCH{RD,

KINGSTON

1
[j'w
%
S
.
LY
LY
(Y
(Y
.
% L
‘7
LEGEND \ J
Estate Density Residential
Low Density Residential
Moderate Density Residential

. High Density Residential
Commercial

. Industrial

. Civic/Institutional

. Park and Open Space
Environmental Corridor
Agricultural

. Vacant

il ?\ :\ i
meomvor TSR Lot

18 | 2023 GENOA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN G E N O A



Approved by City Council on January 3, 2024

FIGURE 4.3B ] |||
FUTURE LAND USE PLAN
N1 [ E— \——

--F.... BIRGHIRD

KINGSTON

1
I‘ =
[
.
LY 4
.
kY :
% : % JESiasizy
S o
. o
1
[lw
1)
s
.
.
L %
Y
Y
3
. -
9;‘ I i
J 1] | | | "
LEGEND
Estate Density Residential '~...
Low Density Residential Neay
Moderate Density Residential T \ ] E .
@ High Density Residential i ’
. Commercial PREFERRED GROWTH SCENARIO: 0
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FIGURE 4.4

LAND USE PLANNING GROWTH SCENARIOS

As presented to the Comprehensive Plan Task Force, with minor edits, at their June 20, 2023 meeting

Approved by City Council on January 3, 2024

LAND USE PLANNING SCENARIO OPTIONS
WITH MODIFICATIONS [SEE FIGURE 4.3B FOR PREFERRED FUTURE LAND USE PLAN]

811

New residents added
by only building out
undeveloped plats
and infill parcels

6,171

Ultimate population
if new residential
growth is added

to Genoa’s 2021
population (5,360)

GROWTH MANAGEMENT

15.1% 4,288 9,648 80.0% 8,904 14,264 166.1%
Population growth New residents Ultimate population  Population growth New residents added Ultimate population  Population growth
as a percentage added by building if new residential as a percentage by building out if new residential as a percentage
of Genoa’s 2021 out undeveloped growth is added of Genoa’s 2021 undeveloped plats growth is added of Genoa’s 2021

population (5,360)

plats and infill
parcels and limited
new residential
development

to Genoa’s 2021
population (5,360)

population (5,360)

to Genoa’s 2021
population (5,360)

and infill parcels
and substantial
new residential
development

population (5,360)

Population trends, development
patterns, housing market
conditions, and the economy are
key indicators in determining the
trajectory of the total population
of Genoa. The Future Land Use
Plan can also provide a Erojection
of Cenoa's capacity for future
growth, particularly as each new

evelopment mtrementally achieve
realization of the plan until it
reaches full buildout.

Based on full buildout of the
residential areas depicted on the
Future Land Use Plan Map, the total
papulation of Genoa could grow
1014436 residents. As shown in
the bar charts on the right, this full
buildout population is compared to
Genoa's historic population growth
since 1970, as well as alternate
Sopulation projections to the year

040 based on different growth
rates.

In particular, erowth rates of 2.0%

(Genoa's growth rate from 2010-

2020), 91% (1970-1980), and 35.0%

(1990-2000) are used to simulate

low, moderate, and high rates of

%rowth, respectively, that the city
as historically experienced.

20 | 2023 GENOA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

As the bar charts illustrate, Genoa
has a wide range of potential
outcomes for how its population
will grow over time. At one extreme,
the City has the capacity to grow

to approximately 14,436 residents
in the scenario that the Future
Land Use Plan reaches full buildout,
which may take several decades
even beyond the 2040 time horizon
of the other projections. On the
opPosme end, Genoa could grow to
only 5,514 residents in the scenario
where the city manages a low
growth rate similar to 2010-2020.

Itis difficult to pinpoint exactly how
much the population will change

POPULATION PROJECTIONS

over the long term. While the true
outcome typically lies somewnhere in
the middle, the ran%e of projections
provides Genoa with an array of
scenarios around which city officials
can plan and allocate resources to
ensure manageable growth and
sustainable development.

The new residential uses shown

on the Future Land Use Plan

Map are meant to guide where

the city believes development is
mast appropriate, even if such
development actually never
materializes. The plan provides the
city with a stronger leg to stand on
when developers propose plans and

9,650

5,193

HISTORIC POPULATION | 1970-2020
BASED ON U.S. CENSUS

5,298

PROJECTIONS | 2040
BASED ON PAST GROWTH RATES

dictate where development should
g0 when proposed.

Population projections serve as a
basis for determining the potential
allocation of land, funds, and other
resources to establish new schools,
parks, and recreation areas, as well
as expand trail systems, fire and
police protection, and water and
sewer utilities, Projections for school
and park facilities are summarized
later in this chapter,

NOTE: Full buildout of the
Future Land Use Plan may
take several years, if not
decades, to achieve, which
may even extend way beyond
the Comprehensive Plan’s
eneral 2040 time horizon.
ince the city should update
its Comprehensive Plan
at least every five years,
there will be opportunities
to adjust the Future Land
Use Plan jn response to
changes in community goals,
market conditions, and other
factors.

PROJECTION
BASED ON FUTURE LAND USE PLAN
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DEVELOPMENT TYPOLOGIES

By viewing potential development concepts through the lens of

development typologies, the community is able to evaluate various housing
options, business types, employment generators, and general development
approaches that may be appropriate for a community with a character and

profile like Genoa.

For example, recommending a concept that calls for businesses like a fast
casual restaurant or specialty grocer points more towards communit
support for these general use categories, rather than targeting specific
businesses like a Potbelly orTrader%oe’s. Similarly, a concept that allows
for an industrial or business park may accommodate a range of uses,
from professional offices, healthcare facilities, and tech hubs to coworking
spaces, youth recreation gyms, and pickleball courts.

Tﬁologies provide a general framework of development types that city
ot

cials can consider regarding the types of development to
Genoa. This can include a range of enterprises from national

Bursue for
rands and

locally-owned businesses to corporate headquarters and satellite offices.

As provided on the following pages, the general description for each
development typology highlights how each development type may
influence future growth and development in Genoa.

CITY PLAN | 4

DEVELOPMENT Tvpolocv oBlEchvEs ............................. §

The development typologies provide for a more balanced
mix of land uses that promote the following objectives:

» Account for adequate utilities and infrastructure capacity
« Diversify the local housing stock

. Exgand the municipal tax base

* Enhance employment options

» (omplement Genoa's small town heritage

* Support stewardship of the natural environment

» Advance a more sustainable and resilient local economy

o PO

DEVELOPMENT TYPOLOGIES

Residential

FUTURE LAND USE CATEGORIES

Estate Density Residential 'I §
Low Density Residential
Moderate Density Residential

@ High Density Residential

Developed primarily as a single-family
residential community, estate density
and low density residential will continue
to comprise the bulk of the city's
housing stock, as shown on the Future
Land Use Plan Map. Genoa also has
pockets of other residential types like
apartments, condos, townhomes,
senior living, and mobile homes. One
of the core recommendations of the
Comprehensive Plan is to advance a
diverse housing stock with options
that meet varying budeets, life staﬁes,
family structures, and Rousing needs.

While community survey results
indicate some opposition to options
like duplexes, condominiums,
townhouses, and apartments, these
types of housing can still be integrated
into Genoa's overall housing mix in

the future, particularly as a means

to attract workers, support different
household budgets, and enable people

toagein Flace accommodating
different life stages and needs.
Moreover, a more diversified housing
stock provides options at varying price
points, which the community survey
results emphasized as important to
increase the availability of affordable
housing,

The city's housing approach will partly
focus on building out residential lots
that have already been platted in
unfinished subdivisions or infill sites. In
addition, the city's housing approach
allows for new residential development
in other parts of Genoa, particularly on
the city's north, east, and west sides.

When considering new residential
development, the city may look to
existing neighborhoods for housing
prototypes that work in the community,
as highlighted in the sample images to
the right.

low densi
s (bottom).

"
.

Single family residential in Genoa ranie from traditional
neighborhoods (top) and large lot estate residential area
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DEVELOPMENT TYPOLOGIES

Residential [CONTINUED]

FUTURE LAND USE CATEGORIES

Estate Density Residential
Low Density Residential

Moderate Density Residential

. . - To diversify the local housing stock and meeting varying housing needs, options like
@ High Density Residential townhofl‘:ses, condominiuﬁls, apartments, an serrﬂorglivings ould be cgnsidered.

4

=

While Genoa will always be a predominantly single-family residential
community, the residential types described below and on the next page
should also be considered to help diversify the local housing stock an

meet varying budeets, life stages, family structures, and housing needs.

TOWNHQOUSES

Townhomes provide single family residential units, tyﬁical\y in a compact
arrangement with one or more units attached to each ather and sharing
common walls. Narrow townhomes arranged in a set of two or more are
sometimes referred to as rowhouses. There is precedence for townhouses
in Genaa, including the townhomes on the east side of the Riverbend

development and the four-unit townhome property at 904 N. Oak Creek
Drive. In terms of design, community members like townhomes with

recessed front entries, side-/rear-facing garages, and strong curb appeal.

CONDOMINIUMS & APARTMENTS

Condominium and aFartment buildings can often take on the same
physical form: typica ly a building of 2+ stories with multiple dwelling units
with shared walls, parking, and common areas. Homeowners association

(HOA) or renter fees help pay for lawn care, snow removal, community
space, laundry, etc. A for-sale condo building may be converted into

rental apartments, and vice versa. Multi-family housing in these two
formats could be appropriate in certain instances, such as high guality
building materials, attractive site design, and inclusion within mixed use
developments along major road carridors. Existing condos and apartments
in Genoa include Riverbend, Chamberlain Park, and County View.

SENIOR LIVING ;
In addition to single family homes, options like townhouses, condos, and =7 T T
apartments are common formats for senior living facilities. Senior living i e

options generally include: independent living, assisted living, nursing homes,
skilled nursing care, hospice care, memory care, continuing care, and age-
restricted fadlities (typically age 55+). Current senior |ivin§ options in Genoa
include: Village Green, Genoa Independent Townhomes (55+), and Genoa

Riverbend Condominiums (55+).

ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS (ADUS)

Accessory dwelling units (ADUs) are increasingl}y becoming a viable approach
to enhance a community’s housin%5t0c|< that fit varying budgets, househald
composition, and life stages. An ADU is typically a secondary dwelling unit that /)
shares the same building or lot as the primary dwelling unit, Sometimes called a
“granny flat" among other nicknames, an ADU can take various forms:

- An apartment over a garage

- A converted garage

- An apartment located in the basement (or other part of the house)
- A carriage house

- A smaller structure in the backyard or elsewhere on the property

ADUs may be a suitable approach for Genoa, provided that the city's Unified
Development Ordinance and other regulations support such uses.
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DEVELOPMENT TYPOLOGIES

Residential [CONTINUED]

FUTURE LAND USE CATEGORIES

Estate Density Residential 'I § /)
Low Density Residential

Moderate Density Residential

: . danti Aprimary intent of missing middle housing is to have designs that blend into existing single
. High Density Residential P I’yfamilyresidentiiﬁ neighborhoodg: triplex (top left); duplex (top right and b%ttor%).

As described below, ‘missing middle housin%” IS an emerging i =
residential development approach that can help diversify the i
local housing stock while protecting the community's single-
family residential character. Similar to the oEtions described on
the previous page, missing middle housing helps to meet varying
budgets, life stages, family structures, and housing needs.

MISSING MIDDLE HOUSING

Missing middle housin% is an emerging housing concept that
allows Tor single family lots to be split or merged to support
duplex, triplex, or fourplex units. This approach provides additional
dwelling units without significantly altering the character of the
neishborhood. Missing middle housing also provides affordable
units and enhances the ability for residents to age in place. In
addition, this approach allows for infill development at a lot-by-
lot basis in established neighborhoods, particularly enabling a
single family ot to support a duplex. Combining two adjacent lots
may accommodate a triplex or fourplex. Missing middle housing
may also be built as new development, including townhomes, or
integrated into mixed use development.

Light purple buildings denote existing
single family houses. Yellow buildings
indicate missing middle housing

tions like dupl tripl and
quadp The top graphic ill
an infill development approach in an
established neighborhood; the bottom
graphic shows a new development
approach on a single block or site.

MissingMiddleHousing com is powered by Opticos Design. OFTICOS

Source: Opticos Design, Inc. Illustration @ 2015 Opticos Design, Inc.

2023 GENOA COMPREHENSIVEPLAN | 23



4| QITY PLAN Approved by City Council on January 3, 2024
DEVELOPMENT TYPOLOGIES

Commercial

FUTURE LAND USE CATEGORIES
""""""""""" X i i; Example commercial businesses and services (from top left): fast casual restaurants,
. Commercial o’ ?“rﬂ\/ catés, and bakeries; brunch spots; grocery stores; family restaurants; pet services;
¥ F‘,,‘T' houtique or specialty shops; ¥outh-centr|c husinesses like indoor pla¥|areas creative
arts, sports and recreation, etc.; farm-based husinesses represented at the local farmers
' . L market; personal care businesses like yo';al, |Iqtes, massage therapy, etc._; experience-
| ocated along Main Street, Downtown Genoa is the Clty S ; . hased businesses like Pinot’s Palette; Iocally-owne bEsmess, food trucks.

central business district with a mix of restaurants, cafés,
shops, small offices, services, and auto-oriented businesses.
Commercial uses are also prominent along Sycamore Road
and the eastern end of IL Route /2. The current business mix
includes locally owned, regional, and national brands. While
businesses in Genoa generally cater to local residents and
workers, they also attract visitors in town for special events,
local attractions, or visits with family or friends.

Based on community survey findings, respondents viewed
Genoa's businesses, restaurants, and downtown area among
the top three aspects about the city. Survey findings also
indicated the potential to increase the variety of businesses and
restaurants in the community. In terms of future development,
the survey results emphasized strong support for retail shops,
personal services, entertainment/cultural, and restaurants/bars.
Conversations with the Task Force and feedback from the web-
based Comment Map also indicate support for businesses that
cater to families.

Expansion of Genoa's commercial base will enhance the
local tax base. The attraction of new businesses is typically
influenced by market conditions, demographics, and local
assets that make a community like Genoa a more enticing
location than other options. The city should continue its B
proactive approach to attract the types of businesses that aphe: LIk g
meet local needs, match community priorities, and boost the e

tax base. This also includes supporting locally owned businesses
and nurturing entrepreneurs in the community,

It is common practice to focus new commercial development
in established areas. Downtown Genoa and Sycamare Road
bath presently have limited sites that could accommodate
new development; however, new businesses can often find
opportunities to fill newly formed vacancies. New commercial
development has greater opportunities to build up the eastern
stretch of IL Route 72, particularly around the existing Dollar
General and at the intersection with north IL Route 23 to
provide access north to the -90 tollway. Along with community
Teedback, city officials envision this eastern segment of IL
Route 72 playing a significant role in enhancing Genoa's
economic development efforts, both in terms of commercial
and industrial uses.

BJ concentrating commercial development in three major areas
(downtown, Sycamore Road, and IL Route 72), this approach wil
help Genoa strengthen the quality of these areas and avoid a
disconnected patchwork of commercial uses scattered all across
the community, which would detract from community character
and neighborhood stability. This approach will also reduce the
cost of development since infrastructure and services will only
need to be extended along major roadway corridors. In addition,
transportation is a critical component to serve commercial
centers and can be maximized in a more focused area.

THECITY oF o
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DEVELOPMENT TYPOLOGIES
| |
Office

FUTURE LAND USE CATEGORIES

. Commercial
. Industrial

Offices fit into a particular segment of a community's employment base and economic
development strategy, particularly in the context of business districts and industrial areas.
Office and business parks are increasin%Iy making room for unigue tenants beyond corporate
headquarters, professional offices, and financial services. The examples illustrated in the
graphics below -- including uses like tech startups, healthcare, life sciences, academic spaces,
research and development, coworking and flexible office spaces, makerspaces, and business
incubators -- can diversify the tenant mix of an office or business park, provide spaces for local
entrepreneurs, and enhance the availability of employment opportunities.

Results from the community survey ﬂndin%s indicate that multiple existing businesses had
Flans to expand but reported barriers that imit such expansion, including the lack of available
and or building space. While small offices for users like doctors, dentists, insurance agencies,
and realtors may find spaces in Downtown Genoa or along Sycamore Road, office users of
various sizes may find greater opportunities in the areas marked for commercial and industrial
growth on the Future Land Use Plan Map, particularly along the eastern stretch of IL Route 72
and on the southeast section of town around the area served by Derby Line Road.

These opportunities to grow the office market in Genoa will help increase the local jobs base. In
addition, office and business parks can enhance their attraction to the onunger segment of the
workforce by offering elements like connected bike paths, outdoor collaboration spaces, flexible

o
. ¢ Office and business parks are
workspaces, and access to food trucks from local restaurants and cafés. e ng_o rhea
, , , L , , : recreatjonal s?aces like you
Many of these office environments cater to entrepreneurship, creativity, and creation, which : swimming pools, gymnastics,
: [ : : B : : indoor soccer, baseball
often thrive where similar or supportive businesses can collaborate in shared spaces and access ¢ softhall cinics, trampofine
shared amenities like conference rooms, printing and production SL#JDHES, private meeting ; parks, climbing gyms, etc.
spaces, kitchens with dining areas, and administrative support staff, ¢ Even the pickleball boom s

: finding ahome in office and

i business parks.

1 Coworking spaces and o Healthcare,.inpludinﬁ . L1 Nearhy colleges and O Makerspaces support
i husiness incubators often H hos‘ntals, clinics, and training ~ : universities may seek to i creators and creataive minds
i serve as springhoards for i centers, may he attractive : expand their footprint in : of all ages, from at-home

fledgling businesses and to serve a growing senjor i unique office settings with ¢ hobhyists, amateur builders,

entrepreneurs to start small population, offer sPeclallzed i academic programs and ||ob ¢ and gamers to school STEM

hefore branching out into services, and create i skills training relating to'local i classes, robotics teams, and

larger spaces elsewhere in the compet_lhve advantages in ¢ industries. ¢ innovation labs.
i community. i the region. : :

¢ Tech startups, life

i sciences, and research and
i development uses often

i provide a suite of meeting

i spaces, resources, and

i amenities to recruit top-tier
¢ talent and like-minde

i husinesses.

P

NaWPow
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DEVELOPMENT TYPOLOGIES

Industrial

FUTURE LAND USE CATEGORIES

mix, industrial is slated to have one

of the most significant increases if
opportunities build out as aniticipated.
In particular, the Existing Land Use
Plan Map on page 5 indicates industrial
comprises approximately 0.6% of
Genoa's current land use mix within the
city's 1%2-mile planning area. Industrial
composition jumps to 2.8%, as shown
on the Future Land Use Plan Map.

Genoa has unigue opportunities to
be a part of the extensive industrial o . . '
growth that is presently taking place  WIth the potential for industrial growth  city's character and integrates natural
across DeKalb County and across the  to emanate from 1-90 southward to features into their site design. The
broader region. While direct interstate Genoa via IL Route 23, industrialuses  amenities listed in the graphic below

access is located about 6.3 miles can continue further south to Derby can also enhance the quality of the
north to the 90 tollway, IL Route 23 Line Road to expand existing industrial  site and blend in well with the local
provides Genoa with connectivity to uses on the city's southeast section. transportation network.

the interstate, particularly being the This southeastern industrial growth - , |

first urbanized area on DeKalb County's  area isillustrated onthe FutureLand ~ Traditional industrial uses like

north side that may be attractive to Use Plan Map. manufacturing, warehousing,
industrial growth emanating from o . distribution, storage, and logistics are
I-90 before reaching communities like  Industrial sites can take a variety shown on this page. Hybrid industrial/
DeKalb, Sycamore, and Cortland further  of forms and sizes. While industrial commercial uses are described and
south. This serves as a positional buildings will generally occupy a sizable illustrated on the next page.
advantage to advance Genoa's footprint, they can be designed in such

economic development goals, a way that aads positive value to the

Adiverse mix of industrial options that may be qpprol)rjate fora community like Genoa includes [nanufacturin% (above), logistics
and distribution (below, top left), multl-tenant industrial parks (below, top rlght), and warehousing (below, bottom).

— =

BUILDING DESIGN & SITE AMENITIES
"], 73+ Quality building materials
. Edvifonnfntally-appropriate lighting
» Green space and landscaping -

L LTRSS .'.' w11
11 | 1+

y T
— ] I

* Renewable energy and sustainable features

* Protection oftlands, trees, and other natﬁt
4 Trail, sidewalkfand transit opion
Rt

v or Pl orets:
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DEVELOPMENT TYPOLOGIES
Hybrid Industrial/Commercial
FUTURE LAND USE CATEGORIES Q

@ Industrial

Hybrid industrial/commercial enterprises are becoming mare prominent by providing product creation,
warehousing, and sales under a single roof. This model reduces transport and infrastructure casts, as
well as attracts customers curious about the source and production of the items they purchase. The
sales area or showroom typically occupies less than 20% of the building, with product creation and
warehousing comprising the remaining floor area.

Examples from the region include the WeatherTech Factory Store in Bolingbrook, Ashley Furniture
HomeStore in Romeoville, and “Save"ty Yellow Products in St. Charles. In particular, the WeatherTech
Factory Store is known for providing a showroom for customers to view, test, and purchase car products,
while the manufacturing and warehousing components are situated in the remainder of the building.

L . . . . : Examples of hybrid industrial
Another popular example of a hybrid industrial /commercial use is a brewery or winery with a restaurant commgﬁnq?afgﬁter{r{ées"}ngﬁnﬁﬁé
or tasting room component like Byers Brewing Company in DeKalb, Two Brathers Tap House in warchouso with showroom component
. ‘ . o . . like the WeatherTech Factory Store in
Warrenville, Door 4 Brewing Company in Decatur, White Oak Brewing in Normal, and Obscurity Brewing Bolingbrook (top]; a brewery with a
in Elburn. These hybrid enterprises may be part of an industrial area; office or business park, or o o Cormoane bkl
commercial area, depending on their footprint, need for truck access, and other aspects. (center: proudly served at Volksfest

Biergarten in Genoa); and a warehouse
with office component like the “Save”
Yellow Products in St. Charles (bottom).
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ACCESS & MOBILITY

Genoa's roadway network is served by two state roads, IL Route 23 (north/
south) and IL Route 72 (east/west), which provide regional access within
DeKalb County and to the broader region. While interstate access is about

6 miles to the north, Genoa has locational advantage to the I-90 tollway
relative to other communities in the County, particularly DeKalb, Sycamore,
and Cortland further to the south. With two state roads serving as arterials
and a network of local roads, the city has a well-connected roadway network

stabi

that Eosition Cenoa well to advance economic development while adding
ity to neighborhoods as the community grows.

As illustrated on the Access and Mobility Plan Map in Figure 4.5, the existing
transportation network serving Genoa provides a salid foundation that can
be reinforced with periodic improvements and strengthened connections

to the regional transportation system. A pedestrian- and bi|<e—friend|fy
community also encompasses safe access and mobility for people of all ages
and abilities. This includes ADA-compliant facilities at crosswalks, parking
lots, and entry points to buildings. Taken together, all of these transportation
elements help to make Genoa an attractive destination to build new homes,
establish new businesses, and provide jobs for the region.

TRANSPORTATION ELEMENTS

ROAD NETWORK

SIDEWALKS & TRAILS

Approved by City Council on January 3, 2024

TRANSIT

The streets serving Genoa’s road network are
classified according to their function in the local
circulation system:

+ Arterial Roads: IL Route 23, IL Route 72

- Collector Roads: State Road, Madison Street,
Sycamore Street, Genoa Road, 2nd Street,
Derby Line Road, Base Line Road

+ Local Roads: All other roads

As the primary north/south arterial, IL Route 23
connects Genoa to Marengo to the north and
Sycamore, DeKalb, and the rest of DeKalb County
to the south. IL Route 72 is the primary east/
west arterial connecting Genoa to Kingston to

the west and Hampshire and other Kane County
communities to the east.

Proper roadway classifications help ensure

safe and efficient movement of vehicles to
accommodate current traffic volumes and
anticipate future increases as Genoa experiences
growth and development. It also aids in

capital improvements programming and in the
designation of specialized traffic routes, such

as designating specific roads for truck traffic as
Genoa accommodates industrial growth.

The city continues to properly maintain its
47+ miles of roads in its jurisdiction, including
resurfacing and sidewalk repairs.

Small towns like Genoa are generally viewed

as being relatively friendly to pedestrians and
bicyclists, even if infrastructure like sidewalks and
bike paths are not available or fully built out in
certain areas. For example, not all neighborhoods
and commercial areas have a complete network
of sidewalks, which provides opportunities to fill in
sidewalk gaps where deemed necessary.

Genoa'’s trail network is comprised of trail
segments serving certain parks, schools, and
open spaces like the Kishwaukee River. Many

of these segments are classified as nature trails
that traverse through more than 80 acres of
wooded areas, native prairies, and inland ponds.
The nature trails along the Kishwaukee River
cover about 1%2> miles with connectivity to natural
scenic views and wildlife habitats.

While not directly located in its coverage area, the
DeKalb-Sycamore Area Transportation Study's
(DSATS) 2030 Long Range Tranportation Plan
indicates IL Route 23 as having the potential

to accommodate on-road trail facilities, which
would presumably extend north from Sycamore
to Genoa. Genoa trails should generally link with
regional trails, including those in Sycamore.

Whether designed as an on- or off-street facility,
new trails should be built as new developments
create the need to link neighborhoods to parks,
open space, schools, commercial areas, and
other amenities.

{LIONS CORNER PARK

| a2

W omi
\f GENOA TORNSHIP pyg DISTRICT

Genoa was once viewed as one of the many
regional benefactors of the now-defunct Metra
regional commuter rail line known as the
Suburban Transit Access Route (STAR) line,
which would have circled the western edge of
the Chicago metropolitan area and connected
Metra’s various rail lines. The STAR line would
have inspired the potential to extend Metra’s
Milwaukee District West (MD-W) line to Genoa;
however, that never materialized and Big Timber
E/IIgDirw}ation serves as the current terminus of the
-W line.

Currently, Genoa has limited transit options.

The Voluntary Action Center (VAC) started a

pilot bus program serving the northern part of
DeKalb County, including Genoa, Kingston, and
Kirkland. There may be opportunity to extend the
City of DeKalb’s paratransit service to Genoa.

As Genoa'’s industrial base continues to grow
with major employers, that creates opportunities
for the city to explore the potential to create
shuttle services that connect residents to these
employment centers. With enough critical mass
from workers commuting from the Chicago region,
these shuttles may add service to Metra stations
located closest to Genoa and DeKalb County.

Another potential option to explore is microtransit,
which is an on-demand shuttle service inspired
by ride share platforms like Uber and Lyft. This
emerging option is most prominent in rural and
underserved areas.
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FIGURE 4.5 u
ACCESS & MOBILITY PLAN
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COMMUNITY FACILITIES & ASSETS

Community facilities and public infrastructure form the
physical backbone of a community, providing essential services,
functions, and assets to the community. Genoa's communit
facilities and assets generally include services, resources, an
institutions that meet the civic, cultural, social, recreational,
educational, spiritual, and health needs of the community,
which are summarized on the Community Facilities and Assets
Plan Map in Figure 4.6, These community facilities and assets

are maintaine

and operated by a range of municipal, public,
quasi-public, and private entities.

As Cenoa manages the growth and development of the
community, the city and its partners will continue to evaluate
potential improvements and expansion to these services and
functions to ensure they have sufficient capacity, are well-
maintained, and are distributed equitably.

FACILITIES & ASSETS

SCHOOLS

Genoa is served by Genoa-Kingston
Community Unit School District
#424. Three of the district’s four
schools are located in Genoa: Genoa
Elementary School, Genoa-Kingston
Middle School, and Genoa-Kingston
High School. The fourth school is
Kingston Elementary School located
in neighboring Kingston to the west.

Higher learning opportunities
are available at Northern lllinois
University (NIU) in DeKalb and
Kishwaukee College in Malta.

While the current school system
generally serves Genoa well,
chan%es in the city and student
populations will need to be
monitored to assess future space
and programming needs. The closed
Davenport Elementary School

offers building assets that could
accommodate future growth.

3,926
population

based on the overall city
population projection of
14,463 generated by full
buildout of the Future Land

Use Plan. With a current
student population of 1,651,
this projection would require
potential expansion of existing
schools or exploring new school
facilities to accommodate a

growing student population. H
Il ccercenrennencentcnncintintitciacontcnncnne H
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PARKS & RECREATION

The local park system is managed
by the Genoa Township Park District.
Covering about 98 acres of park
space across two (2) community
parks and ten (10) neighborhood
and pocket parks, Genoa’s parks
provide spaces, activities, and
amenities for all ages. Additional
recreational opportunities are
available at local schools and the
Russell Woods, Riverwood, and
Knute Olson Forest Preserves.

Population growth will generate
demand for more park space and
recreational opportunities. The
Genoa Township Park District is
currently implementing its 2020-
2025 Comprehensive Master Parks
Plan, which focuses on improving
participation rates, diversifying
programming, assessing potential
expansion with Kingston Township,
and exploring new facilities.

159.1,

Projected total park
based on applying the national
standard park ratio (11 acres
of parks per 1,000 residents)
to the overall city population
projection of 14,463 generated
by full buildout of the Future
Land Use Plan. With roughly
97.9 acres of existing parks in
Genoa, future growth would
need to provide an additional
61.2 acres of parks.

]

Qk 1UHY,
Q,\\ £51. 1943
%) i“

(]
PARK DISTRICT
CHAMBERLAIN PARK

VL

CIVIC USES

Civic uses like the Municipal
Building, Public Works, and the
Police and Fire Departments are
all located close to Downtown
Genoa. Genoa Public Library is
located downtown. Even if they are
not directly located in downtown,
the proximity of these civic uses
help to enhance the viability of
Downtown Genoa as the heart of the
community.

Another civic use is the U.S. Post
Office, which is located in a business
district along IL Route 23.

As Genoa continues to grow and
make room for new development,
the civic uses must also adjust

to adequately serve residents,
businesses, and property owners.
For example, the Police Department
recently increased the size of its
force to aid in its commitment to
community safety. In addition, the
city's 2022-2023 general fund
included repairs to the Municipal
Building,

Approved by City Council on January 3, 2024

OTHER FACILITIES & ASSETS
Genoa is home to the Kishwaukee
Valley Heritage Society, which
houses artifacts and keeps records
of local and regional history.

Genoa has a small network of
healthcare and senior care facilities,
which have room for growth as the
region’s senior population continues
to grow and health needs are met
by both general and specialized
providers. Healthcare facilities
include Northwestern Medicine and
various small medical and dental
offices. New senior care facilities
would help enhance the availability
of senior services, as well as provide
additional housing options that
meet specific needs for the senior
population.

The community is also well served
by religious and spirtiual institutions,
including several churches and
cemeteries.
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FIGURE 4.6

COMMUNITY FACILITIES & ASSETSPLAN
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City Municipal Building
Police Department

Fire Department

Public Works

Water Tower #1

Water Tower #2

Wastewater Treatment Plant
Genoa Township Building
Genoa Public Library

10: U.S. Post Office
11: Kishwaukee Valley Heritage Society

12: Genoa Elementary School
13: Genoa-Kingston Middle School
14: Genoa-Kingston High School

Senior & Healthcare
15: Northwestern Medicine

Parks and Open Space

16: Chamberlain Park
17: Derby Estates Park
18: Durham Park

19: Fitness/Wellness Center 26: Carroll Memorial Citizens Park

23: Riverbend Parks
24 Skate Park
25: South Branch Prairie

20 Genoa Woods
21: Kiernan Park
22: Lions Corner Park

27: Russell Woods Forest Preserve
28: Riverwood Forest Preserve
29: Knute Olson Forest Preserve
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NATURAL RESOURCES

Genoa's natural environment plays an important role in defining the character
of the community, providing recreational opportunities for residents, and
supporting natural stormwater management. With assets like the Kishwaukee
River, Deer Creek, and extensive forest preserves, local stewardship of the natural
environment is encouraged to elevate the community's commitment to protect
environmental features and conserve open space.

AGRICULTURAL LAND

With a significant amount of rural land

and active farms in the area, agricultural
land is counted among Cenoa's key natural
resaurces. Agriculture is an important
contributor to the diversification of the
local and regional economies. Protection of
agriculturalTand around Genoa has multiple
outcomes including:

Growth Management

Protection of natural resources can help with the preservation of Genoa's small
town feel, particularly adding to a natural green buffer around the community to
curtail sprawling development and integrate natural features into site design. It
will also guide the city's capacity to sustainably manage growth and development
in the future. The Natural Resources Plan Map is provided in Figure 4.7.

NATURAL RESOURCES

Taking a proactive approach to the
preservation of agricultural land around all
sides of Genoa's municipal area will enable
the community to create a de facto growth
management boundary that protects
agricultural resources, curtails sprawlin
development, and encourages infill an
adaptive reuse of existing properties.

Economically Viable Farming

Supporting research and technology needed
to cultivate new uses of agricultural products
will help keep farming viable by developing
markets that support agriculture in Genoa

and the region.

ENVIRONMENTAL FEATURES

Traversing through the western section of the
community, the Kishwaukee River is Genoa’s
most prominent environmental feature. Deer
Creek is another waterway near Kiernan Park
on the north side of the community. These two
waterways contribute to natural stormwater
management, wildlife habitats, and passive
recreation. In addition, the Kishwaukee River
forms a natural green buffer to manage growth
on the south and west sides.

In addition to the river and creek, Genoa has a
few small bodies of water, including stormwater
detention ponds. Wetlands are also primarily
situated near the two major waterways.

Floodplain is primarily situated along the
Kishwaukee River and other waterways. As

OPEN SPACE

Conservation of open space enables Genoa
to protect the natural ecosystem and provide
passive recreation spaces. In addition to local
parks, the most notable open spaces include
the greenways along the Kishwaukee River
and Deer Creek, as well as the Russell Woods,
Knute Olson, and Riverwood Forest Preserves.

Riverwood Forest Preserve is one of the more
unique open spaces as the 103-acre preserve
was once occupied by the Oak Club golf
course. The old fairways and golf cart paths
now provide diverse landscapes and wildlife
habitats with hiking, biking, and cross country
ski trails. In addition, the old gold course turf
grass is being restored as a prairie pollinator
meadow with other planned savannah and
prairie restoration projects.

the Kishwaukee River runs through Genoa, it
drains a large watershed as the river makes
its way to the Rock River near Rockford, which
accentuates the importance to monitor the
impacts of development on the floodplain

and explore best practices in stormwater
management.

Farm-to-Table Local Food Sourcing

Providing locally sourced food from the
fields around Genoa to stock the kitchens of
restaurants in the region and enable small
food vendors to sell products at farmers
markets, local shops, and online sales.

Other elements that add to the city’s open
space system include:

+ Green space along trails

+ Landscaped or naturalized parkways in street
rights-of-way

Farm-Style Design

Significant woodlands are primarily located
along the Kishwaukee River and Deer Creek.
Some of the major woodlands are situated

+ Stormwater management facilities like
detention/retention ponds, bioswales, rain
gardens, etc.

(atering to Genaa's rural small town
heritage provides opportunities for a farm-
style aesthetic in architectural and site
design practices, which are becoming more
prevalent to create a unique identity that
Is rooted in the history and culture of the
community.

- Conservation easements or areas
+ Peripheral open spaces

In addition, open spaces generally include
community spaces such as civic squares,
plazas, etc. While these types of spaces are
open to the general public, they may be located
on either public or private property.

in Russell Woods and Knute Olson Forest
Preserves. Other major woodlands are located
at the southern section of Genoa’s planning
area, particularly south of Derby Line Road
and west of IL Route 23. Other than those
found in forest preserves, most other signficant
woodlands are held in private ownership. The
city considers trees as part of Genoa’s utility
infrastructure, particularly given their role in
stormwater management and erosion control
as well as the city’s ability to pursue federal
funds for replacement.
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FIGURE 4.7
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UTILITIES & INFRASTRUCTURE

Genoais %enera\\y well served by water, sewer, and wastewater utilities,
which will need to be continually monitored as the city grows and
develops. Expansion of services and new infrastructure may be needed
to accommodate such growth, particularly in cases where the city
annexes land and intends to serve them with municipal utilities,

Genoa is generally well served
by water and wastewater utility
service, including the following
facilities:

RENEWABLE ENERGY

Energy generation and consumption that
are environmentally respansible should

be considered as Genoa seeks to grow
and develop in a sustainable manner. The
City can take certain steps to advance the
community's commitment to renewable
energy, including the potential to update
the Unified Development Ordinance (UDO)
to provide standards for renewable energy
elements described below.

STORMWATER

A strong telecommunications
system has progressively
become a critical facet of a
community’s infrastructure.
This is increasingly apparent
with more people working and
learning from home, which
requires reliable internet
service to ensure residents,
workers, and students can
interact and access resources.

Stormwater detention/
retention ponds are typically
included as part of new
development, particularly
residential and industrial sites
that cover a significant amount
of land. These detention/
retention ponds contribute to
stormwater management.

+ 4 public water supply wells

- 2 water towers

- 1 wastewater treatment plant
+ 31+ miles of water mains

+ 24+ miles of sanitary lines

While renewable energy approaches can be
+ Multiple sewer lift stations

incorporated at a larger community scale,
they also enable individual property owners
to play a role in being energy conservation

The clty should continue to
promote best management
practices (BMPs) for

The two water towers were From an economic

stewards and making their own properties
more sustainable.

Many communities establish zoning
standards to regulate solar farms and other
solar energy systems at different scales.
Genoa has the option to update its UDO

to properly regulate solar energy systems,
while also consider allowing solar farms
within its municipal boundaries or planning
area with county coordination. Vacant or
agricultural land could be suited for solar
farms. Solar farms may also be established
as either a long-term use or an interim use.
One potential resource to consider is the
lllinois Solar Model Ordinance that is being
prepared by the Great Plains Institute.

recently repaired and
repainted, which will improve
water quality and enhance
the life of the tanks. The

city recently embarked on a
community-wide program to
remove and replace all lead
service lines across Genoa.

The city continually makes
improvements to utility
infrastructure, including water
main replacement, sewer
lining, and upgrades to the
wastewater treatment plant.

The city’s ongoing commitment
to modernize and upgrade
water and sewer infrastructure
will be critical to efforts
ensuring new developments
and growth areas are well
served by utilities without
overburdening existing
systems.

stormwater management,
including native plantings,
bioswales, rain gardens, and
other methods. BMPs help to
decrease stormwater runoff,
improve water quality in
downstream creeks, reduce
long-term maintenance costs,
and minimize impacts on
farmland and environmentally
sensitive areas.

Native plantings are
encouraged in detention/
retention ponds to further
enhance their capacity for
stormwater management.
They are also encouraged

on private properties and in
public areas like open spaces,
utility corridors, and rights-
of-way to provide for natural
water filtration, reduced water
consumption, wildlife habitats,
and reinforcement of Genoa’s

development perspective,
internet service is an important
infrastructure element that
supports existing businesses
and employers, as well as
attracts new ones, to support
their day-to-day activities and
steadfast commerce.

According to the lllinois
Department of Commerce and
Economic Opportunity (DCEO),
Genoa’s 1%2-mile planning area
is presently served by varying
levels of internet service from
different providers. Internet
service generally comes in the
form of varying broadband
infrastructure, including fixed
and wireline, fiber, cable, DSL,
and fixed wireless. Service
gaps can likely be filled as
major development and

rowing community needs call
or expanded service.

_ " rural character.
Similar to solar energy, communities are

also providing wind energy standards in
their Zoning Codes, including wind turbines.
Genoa can explore the potential to update
its UDO with Standards covering wind
turbines and larger wind farms that may
take up larger parcels of land.

Electric Vehicles

One of the Access and Mobility objectives is
to "encourage the provision of electric vehicle
charging stations.” Another UDO update to
consider is the addition of regulations for
electric vehicle (EV) charging Stations and
other infrastructure. Beyond the UDO, the
city should also assess how EV charging
stations can be used as an economic
development tool to attract EV drivers to
visit local businesses as they wait for their
vehicles to charge.
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COMMUNITY DESIGN

Community desien is one of the nine goals identified in the RpT—
Community Framework (Chapter 3):

Genoa will enhance its community character through quality
des&gn of the built environment, respect for historic buildings,
and protection of the natural environment.

Based on this goal, community design is intended to enhance the
physical form and appearance of the community, preserve the
city's small town character, and protect the natural environment.

The communit?gdesi N principles and strategies summarized
below and on the following pages are adapted from Genoa's 2003
Comprehensive Plan, with approEriate updates for consistency
with this 2023 Comprehensive Plan Update. These strategies
form a solid framewark that the city should consider when
preparing a more defined set of desien guidelines and updatin
the Unified Development Ordinance %U 0), per Objective 71in the
Implementation Plan in Chapter 5.

COMMUNITY DESIGN PRINCIPLES

In many respects, the desion principles that follow are a record of the physical
form of Genoa and its neighborhoods, today. This is not a yearning for nostalgia
or an exclusionary strategy. Instead, the design principles grew out of local
preferences reflecting what Genoa community members accept and seek to
engrain in the community.

The way communities are planned and built makes them more distinct, attractive
and functional. A well planned community that is also desiened well can help
create a sense of community spirit in its residents. Such a community also
becomes more desirable In the marketplace and helps improve a community's
economic well-being. Thus, in the end, there is a direct link between how well

a community is designed and the economic benefits that can accrue to a
community in the long run.

The basis of good planning and design are certain key Community Design
Principles that are summarized on the right and described in the Tollowin

Fages. These princigples were evaluated by the residents of Genoa during the
mage Preference Survey and then applied by them to develop the visions for the
future of the community. As such, the Community Design Principles reflect the
community's preferences about the built environment.

CITY PLAN | 4

0 Build the community for pedestrians
9 Create a sense of community

9 Respect the natural environment
ﬂ Provide open space of all types

0 Provide a community focus

0 Make streets for vehicles and people
0 Design variety within conformity
(©).Mixland and building uses

0 Maintain quality -
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COMMUNITY DESIGN PRINCIPLES

People and the human scale should be the
common denominator in neighborhood design in
order to create a positive and comfortable public
realm that facilitates easy interaction among
neighborhood residents.

Approved by City Council on January 3, 2024

Walkability

Residents of Genoa’s neighborhoods should be
able to walk safely to any part of the city, whether
it's the downtown area, business corridors, civic
uses, local parks or forest preserves, one of the
schools, or just around their own neighborhood.
They should not be dependent only upon their
cars to run errands, access community facilities,
or make other basic daily trips. All of these trips
should be accessible on foot or via bike.

A pedestrian-friendly neighborhood is defined by
walking distances that are comfortable to

the average person. For an adult, a five-minute
walk (roughly a ¥2-mile distance) is deemed to be
the optimum distance they are willing to walk
before selecting to drive as their preferred option.
As a result, this %-mile distance should be the
determining dimension for designing the size and
scale of neighborhoods, commercial areas, office
parks, and other developments.

Human Scale Proportions & Perceptions

The human scale is the relationship between the
dimensions of the human body and the size and
proportion of the spaces people use. The surface
textures, colors, materials, lighting, and activity
patterns of the built environment underscore this
relationship.

Intensity of Uses

Community size is influenced by walking
distances, but it need not be limited by them.

The highest intensity of use (scale, floor area,
density) must occur in the core of the city or its
neighborhoods. The highest densities should be
found mixed into the core areas and immediately
adjacent to them. Open spaces, parks, very low
density uses, large boulevards, or natural features
should be used to separate neighborhoods.

Network of Interconnected Walkways

A network of interconnected pedestrian walkways
is an essential design feature in a neighborhood.
People are generally willing to walk greater
distances if they are provided with a continuous
and pleasurable experience. Sidewalks and off-
street paths must be continuous, safe, and they
must be clearly delineated and understandable.
The placement of trees, the treatment of building
facades and parking, the use of interesting
pavement, fences, hedges, and architectural
details all contribute to a pleasurable walking
experience. Such elements should be encouraged
in the design of all new developments in Genoa.

Transit Linkages

While Genoa is not presently served by transit, the
potential for transit services would significantly
enhance transportation choices for residents

and workers. Transit stops can be important
design elements of individual neighborhoods.
Genoa neighborhoods should be designed to
accommodate future transit service.

Walking and Bicycling

The ability to walk and bicycle to reach

different destinations in Genoa can reduce the
consumption of energy and pollution emissions.
Walking and bicycling also allow for greater
interaction with nature and neighbors, the
observation of seasonal and daily changes, and
an appreciation of such features as clean air and
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streets. Facilities and conditions to enable and
enrich walking and bicycling in Genoa must be
|n|corporated into neighborhood development
plans.

Bicycle Paths

Bicycle paths have a critical role in
complementing the pedestrian network. Most
roads in Genoa can accommodate bicycle traffic
on the street. However, off-street bicycle paths
should be provided where feasible. Paths along
major highways or the railroad connecting Genoa
to more distant places in the county may also be
considered in the future.

Security In the Pedestrian Realm

Sidewalks should be separated from street traffic
on adjoining streets. A parkway, the grassy strip
between a street and sidewalk, should be planted
with trees at regular intervals to increase the
sense of security for pedestrians. This should be
done in all neighborhoods regardless of the uses
or street characteristics. On-street parking should
be encouraged to calm traffic and contribute to
the sense of security of the pedestrian.

Sidewalk Width

The standard width of sidewalks should be
increased in areas where an increase in potential
users is anticipated.

Sidewalk Edges

The sidewalk edges away from the street

should be treated as boundaries to help define
the pedestrian realm. In residential areas, a

low fence, wall or hedge may be used for this
purpose. In residential areas where building
setbacks are shallow, the first floor of residences
should be elevated two to four feet above the
sidewalk grade for the privacy of the inhabitants
of the dwellings. In commercial areas, buildings
should be brought up to the sidewalk with the first
floor no more than six inches above the grade of
the sidewalk.

Street Lighting and Street Furniture

Street lighting and other street furniture, e.g.,
benches, planters, trash receptacles, etc., can
increase the positive experience of walking in
Genoa neighborhoods. Street lighting and street
furniture should complement the pedestrian
realm. The use of lighting should vary with the
land uses on property adjoining the sidewalk and
the amount of pedestrian traffic.

Signs

The pedestrian experience and visual appearance
of Genoa can be enhanced by the quality of signs.
Signs designed for the pedestrian can be smaller
in area but need not be shorter in the amount of
information contained on them.
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COMMUNITY DESIGN PRINCIPLES

Neighbors need places where people can meet.
A sense of community is achieved by the ability of
people to meet and interact in common spaces.
How well such common spaces are planned

and designed helps residents feel pride about
their community and enhances their sense of
belonging in a community. Community centers,
cafes, plazas, and parks are places where people
can meet and create a sense of community.

CITY PLAN | 4

Person-to-Person Interaction

Face-to-face interaction is a fundamental
human need. Neighborhoods in Genoa must

be designed with this need in mind. The

design of a community space should facilitate
easy interaction of residents to help create
neighborhood bonds and a sense of community.

Seml-Public and Private Spaces

“Good fences make %ood neighbors.” While
public life is essential to a community, a sense
of privacy is also important. Semi-private areas,
such as porches and front yards, help create a
transition zone between the public domain of the
street and the private domain of the house.

Agricultural Areas

Agricultural activity around Genoa is a significant
element of the landscape and the local economy.
It is also one of the defining features of Genoa.
Agriculture represents livelihoods for many people
in Genoa and the conflicts between agriculture
and neighborhood development need attention.

Pubac Doman

Private Domain {street)

{house)

Sam Pnvote
(porchy
Semu Pnvate
(front yard)

N

Sem Pnvale
(front yard)

Semi Pnvate

(parch)

Private Deman
(house)

Excerpt from 2003 Genoa Comprehensive Plan

Neighborhood development in Genoa must
complement the natural features of the
landscape and respect both the natural and man-
made environments.

Indigenous Vegetation

Indigenous vegetation should be used to the
greatest extent possible in the landscaping of new
developments in Genoa. Indigenous vegetation
should also be part of any restoration of the
landscape in and around Genoa.

Stormwater Management

Stormwater collection and management should
rely less upon pipes and constructed basins

and more upon overland drainage and natural
landscape features and plants that are intended
to convey, store, and release stormwater flows.
The emphasis on infiltration rather than collection
of storm water demands a conscientious effort
from design to construction to reduce impervious
surfaces, minimize disturbances to soil structure,
and preserve natural hydrology. The use of certain
plants and restoration of landscape features, e.g.
wetlands, contributes to more environmentally
friendly storm water management, reduces
impact on adjoining farmland and waterways, and
ultimately lowers operating costs to the city.

City efforts to address stormwater management
should follow findings and strategies identified
in the lllinois EPA Source Water Protection Plan
and DeKalb County’s Central South Branch
Kishwaukee Watershed Based Plan.

THECITY OF

Reduced Conflict between Agriculture
and Neighborhood Development

Agricultural activity around Genoa is a significant
element of the landscape and the local
economy. It is also a defining feature of the
ﬁrowth limits of Genoa. Agriculture represents
ivelihoods for many Genoa residents and so the
conflicts between agriculture use and the new
neighborhood development would need to be
minimized.

Suitable Development

Development should occur only on land most
suitable for development and be developed
only to the degree that will cause the minimum
negative environmental impact.

2023 GENOA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN |
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COMMUNITY DESIGN PRINCIPLES

Open spaces of all types and sizes for visual
and aesthetic qualities, recreational, ecological,
agricultural, and economic functions shall be
providedw within, as well as on the periphery of,
neighborhoods and the city.

Approved by City Council on January 3, 2024

Open spaces of all types and sizes should

be provided across the city for visual and
aesthetic qualities, as well as to offer a range
of recreational, ecologjcal, agricultural, and
economic functions.

Rear Yards

Private open spaces are essential to the basic
function of any household. A modest, yet private,
landscaped rear yard may be a necessary
requirement for some housing types in Genoa.
Residential yards may be defined by a hedge or
fence, or by the strategic placement of accessory
buildings and structures. Yard sizes and layout
will vary with housing types. Lots with small yards
should be compensated by locating them in close
proximity to parks or other publicly accessible
open spaces.

Front Yards

The space between the public sidewalk and
the front of the dwelling is a transition space.
Even the smallest front yard acts as a transition
between the public street and the private
dwelling. The front yard is a semi-public space
and contributes to the neighborhood’s open
space network. Front yards may be defined by a
low fence or hedge along the public sidewalk.

Public Open Space

Public open spaces within Genoa neighborhoods
can be used for formal and informal gatherings
and active and passive recreation, which are
essential elements of the neighborhood design.

Public open spaces should take on many forms
and functions. They must serve all ages and
abilities and be inteérated with the pedestrian
network in the city. Public open spaces must be
physically accessible and visible to the public.

Active and Passive Recreation

Public open spaces in Genoa must include
opportunities for passive and active recreation.
Active recreation facilities should be sized
commensurate with the expected population
within the service area of the public open space.
Passive recreation areas should have benches
and a natural or man-made attraction of interest.

Peripheral Spaces

Peripheral open spaces should define the edge of
Genoa or individual neighborhoods or districts.
Peripheral open spaces enhance the sense

of place by making Genoa identifiable in the
landscape: they create a sense of exit and entry.
Open spaces on the periphery of Genoa can
preserve environmentally sensitive lands and
land used for agriculture.

Parkway (Tree Bank

Parkways, the space between the sidewalk and
the street, can be thought of as part of the city’s
open space system. Parkways extend internal
and peripheral open spaces into the network of
streets. Parkways serve to separate the sidewalks
from the roadways and vary in width depending
upon the street type and the intensity of adjacent
uses.
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COMMUNITY DESIGN PRINCIPLES

Provide a community focus

Genoa should have a central core or focus. To the
extent possible, neighborhoods in Genoa should
also have a core for neighborhood focus.

The Core

The core is the focal point for the city and each
neighborhood or district. Its size will vary with
the number of dwellings in the neighborhood
but it provides a potential place for recreation,
social interaction, and solace outside the home.
In business, office, and industrial districts, the
core provides access to goods, services, jobs,
recreation, and social activities.

Pedestrian presence is critical; it signals the
vitality of the community or neighborhood. The
elements found in the core of one neighborhood
or district may vary from those found in another.
However, it should be the activity center which
unifies the area, with its character often reflected
in hthle image of the neighborhood or district as a
whole.

The core should incorporate these elements:
* Acentral and integrated location for equal

access by pedestrians, bicyclists, and
motorists

38 | 2023 GENOA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

¢ A balance of residential and non-residential
uses

* Businesses and employment spaces in
proportion and scale to housing

« Civic and social facilities

» Specific design standards for streetscapes
and facades

* \ertical elements, such as a mural, public
art, clock/bell tower, etc. that render the area
immediately identifiable in the landscape

Location

The core symbolizes the center of the community,
neighborhood or district. It must front onto a
street(s) within the primary movement network in
the community or neighborhood and be designed
around a central place such as a square, green,
plaza, or a crossroad. Where possible, buildings
in the core should define the space(s). The size
of the core should be in direct proportion to

the number of dwellings in the community or
neighborhood. A neighborhood or district will have
a smaller core than the city.
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Balance Vhertical mcinﬁd use I?juilftfjings wibh rel}ail on ahseamlegs or cor(ljtinuous frontage of
: : the ground floor and offices or dwelling shop windows and entrances to maintain
The core must balance housing with other uses units on the upper floors are the preferred pedestrian interest.

such as retail, services, civic and public uses,

offices, social spaces, parks, and open space. building typology in the core. Horizontal

The core should have a traditional “Main

The amount of retail and office space should be mixed use formats may also be appropriate Street” appearance with architectural details
compatible with the number of housing Units where different uses are located In separate such as large display windows, awnings,
and potential customers, workers, and visitors ulldings that are adjacent to each other. decorative street furniture, small projecting
within walking or biking distance. Civic and social * Parking must not be permitted in the front signs, transoms, and cornices. The core
spaces such as religious institutions, libraries, of buildings unless it is located on the street. should have a high point which should be
post offices, community buildings, and schools Landscaped parking lots shall be placed visible from a distance. This vertical landmark,
are appropriate uses in the core since these uses behind buildings in the core. such as a steeple, cupola, or bell tower, will
tend to be major focal points for community and * When retail uses are located in the core, retail serve as that focal point and should also
neighborhood activity. must front onto a street providing pedestrian, form the visual termination of a street or the
bicycle, and vehicular access. Retail requires square at which the core is located.

Design

In order to foster and enhance the purpose and
function of the core, essential design elements
nheed to be included in the design and location of
the core.

 Buildings in the core should have a greater
scale and a higher density than the remainder
of the neighborhood and should range from
two- to three-stories in height. Generally, one-
story buildings should be avoided. Buildings
in the core must be closely spaced and
the street level reserved for food services,
personal services, and retail businesses.

Thanks to years of fiscal prudence, the City of Genoa is excited to
announce funds are allocated to renew our Main Street,
without causing tax increases.
Scope: Sycamore St. to Washington St.
+ Replacing tired, 1970's street lights with classic lamp post lighting
+ Concealing unsightly overhead cabling beneath new sidewalk edge brick
s Adding attractive & highly visible stamped concrete brick crosswalks
= Upgrading benches, trashcans, planters & street signs

+ Commissioning wall murals and public art installments "Genoa Square” Benefits

« Tables, chairs & bench seating open to all, year round

COMPLETION ( y « Covered 'amphitheater style performing arts stage
GOAL: = < Food truck parking spots
I )[ -L\ ()( )() «5 « Dedicated area for established and new community events

(Celebrate the Season, Genoa Days, Genoa Harvest Festival, local artisan
markets, library activities, school performances, art shows & more)

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION PROJECT

Starting in 2022, the City of Genoa embarked on
the Downtown Revitalization Project to bring a
renewed sense of place and design to the Main
Street corridor between Sycamore Street on the
east to Washington Street on the west.

+ Freeing-up the Municipal Parking Lot (next to the winery) during events
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o
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- Upgrades to benches, trash receptacles, Gethering s0006, e oy 3 propowing parmanently

planters, and street signs SRS S N e ra S st o s
° ‘[OIT]TI?ISISIOH Of Wa“ mUralS and DUb“C art We're co?municam%wnh 1hedhbrarg‘ andgcwnlown busw:jeshs and .

installations revitalization project.Please take a few minutes 1o Complete a Short

resident survey. You can even submit an idea for the sq name!

Pre||m|l’]ary COI’lEeptS Of T.he DOWI’]tOWI’] Survey: genoa-il.com/downtown-revitilization-project/
Revitalization Project were shared with the Golsthosuney PLEASE COMPLETE
community in March 2023 (see graphics on the ; = lnkbdw  BY 3/21/23

right). As the concepts continue to refine and

the project transitions to implementation, the

Downtown Revitalization Project will play an

E}tegral role in defining community design in
enoa.

mHearvor K 1 A
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COMMUNITY DESIGN PRINCIPLES

Streets create the form and scale of the
community and must accommodate pedestrians,
bicyclists, and motorists.

Approved by City Council on January 3, 2024

Positive Community Image through Streets

Alleys

The first impression we form about a community
or a neighborhood is influenced greatly by the
street, the streetscape, and the uses along

the street. Streets are the foundation of the
settlement pattern of a community and their
thoughtful design is crucial to the creation of a
positive community image.

Interconnected Street Network

A network of interconnecting streets facilitates
convenient vehicular and pedestrian circulation
by providing a clear sense of knowing where you
are going. An interconnected street network also
helps to more evenly distributes traffic. Every
street in a network should be connected to at
least two other streets. Such interconnecting
streets provide multiple alternative routes to
destinations, minimizing traffic congestion along
major arterial streets.

Streets Hierarchy

The street network relies upon a hierarchy of
streets. A variety of street widths should be
provided to accommodate various levels of traffic.

The use of alleys in Genoa is encouraged to
improve the visual appearance of the streetscape
and provide access to off-street parking.

Design Features

In order to provide a positive experience, streets
in Genoa should incorporate the following:

» Except for high volume streets, the width
of streets should be typically narrow to
discourage high travel speed.

* Small curb radius should be used at the
intersections of streets to stow traffic and
reduce width of roadway at crosswalks.

 Buildings should front directly onto streets.

* On-street parking should be encouraged
to increase safety for pedestrians on the
sidewalks and to calm traffic.

« Street trees should be planted in the
parkways.

Variations within design conformity create the
most visually attractive neiglhborhoods and
communities.

Variety Shall be Used In Neighborhoods

Variety and variation should be used in Genoa
neighborhoods. Variations on basic patterns
are necessary to discourage sameness and
dullness. As much as possible, individuality of
each building may exist within a common design
in the neighborhood. There should be differences
151 thei building form, mass, facade treatment, and
etails.

Variety and variation can be achieved by applying
any combination of the following techniques:

Lot Width: Lot widths of different size
encourage variation among building masses.
Lots of different widths should be dispersed,
but lot sizes should generally increase from
the center of the community to the edge.

Blocks: A variety of block lengths and
configurations is recommended in Genoa
neighborhoods.

Alleys: Alleys are recommended for all land
uses, where appropriate. For residential
areas, alleys generally serve rear-loaded
garages and parking areas. For commercial
and other non-residential areas, alleys provide
an area for loading and deliveries that is
generally out of view of the front entrance and
public right-of-way.

Build-To-Lines: A build-to line defines the
proportions of the street by prescribing where
a building must be located. Unlike a setback
line which sets the minimum distance which
may be exceeded by the location of a building,
a build-to line sets a mandatory line where

a building must be placed, relative to the

40 | 2023 GENOA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

street. However, porches, balconies, bay
windows, and other building projections may
be permitted to encroach beyond the build-
to line to provide interest and rhythm to a
streetscape.

Build-Up Lines: Variety can be accomplished
with building height, including taller buildings
placed at points of interest and at corners.
Roof lines and ridges can also vary with
some ridges being perpendicular to the
street and others parallel. The addition of
porches, roof projections, chimneys, and
garage placement also contribute to variety.
A build-up line specifies a cornice height that
in turn defines the height of the “street wall.”
Varying build-up lines should be permitted

to create streetscapes with different size

and proportions. A build-up line is also a
?agd?tory height up to which buildings must
e built.

Non-Residential Uses: Variety and variation
can be accomplished by introducing non-
residential uses in residential neighborhoods.
The development of the city’s core also adds
to the variety and variation of a neighborhood
or community.

Housing Types: A variety of housing types
within a neighborhood, a block, or along a
street frontage may be permitted. Multi-family
and single-family attached buildings should be
dispersed throughout neighborhoods. Multi-
family buildings should not be concentrated at
one location or be of a large scale.

& et T
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COMMUNITY DESIGN PRINCIPLES

A mix of land uses, housing, jobs, and incomes
create a more balanced community, reduces
traffic, limits maintenance costs, and creates

better fiscal balance for a community.

CITY PLAN | 4

Mixed Use

Mixed use development is encouraged
in Genoa neighborhoods. A mixture

of compatible uses provides greater
proximity for residents to access
§oods, services, and jobs and allow

or interaction among neighborhood
residents. Mixed use should be located
in or very near the neighborhood core.
Mixed use development is typically
provided in two formats: (1) vertical
mixed use where one use (e.g., retail,
services, restaurant) is on the ground
level with another use (e.g., residential,
offices) on the level(s) above; and (2)
horizontal mixed use where different
uses are located in separate buildings
that are adjacent to each other, often
with a cohesive or compatible site
design.

Housing Above Retail

Housing above ground level retail uses
is strongly encouraged in core areas
such as Downtown Genoa and along
one of the main commercial corridors.

Housing Mix

To avoid homogenous neighborhoods,
a mix of housing types and price
ranges should be provided throughout
the community to help meet varying
budgets, life stages, family structures,
and housing needs. Housing is not

static. Small houses can grow into
larger ones; garages can be added-on
or expanded. Add-on opportunities in
residential neighborhoods contribute to
the variety, diversity, and resilience of
neighborhoods.

Attainable Housing

The city should accommodate
attainable housing for individuals

and families of low and moderate
incomes. Attainable housing must not
be concentrated in a single area but
dispersed throughout the community
as best as possible.

Land Use Boundaries

Land use boundaries should run at
the rear of parcels rather than down
the middle of the street. As best as
possible, both sides of a street should
have matching land uses in order to
create more harmonious streetscapes.
Schools, parks, and other civic uses
would be exceptions to this rule.

Large Floor Area Uses

Large single purpose uses such as
warehouses, supermarkets, home
improvement centers, and other big
box retail stores should be located

on the edges of neighborhoods along
arterial roadways or in industrial areas.

Genoa is committed to maintaining its character
and quality of place of the entire city and each of

its individual neighborhoods and districts.

Property Maintenance Codes

The level of property maintenance on a given

parcel will influence property values throughout the
neighborhood. Consequently, prevention of visible
deterioration of property in Genoa neighborhoods is
imperative. Enforcement programs should be constant,

consistent, and equitable.

Preservation of Genoa’s Heritage

Historic structures, neighborhoods, and landscapes
should be preserved and enhanced. Historic

preservation contributes to the richness, diversity, and
visual interest of Genoa’s neighborhoods and helps to
differentiate neighborhoods from one another. Historic
preservation efforts are compatible with neighborhood
development and should be encouraged.

Maintaining a Sense of Security

A fundamental human need is security. People must
feel secure in their community. The greatest security

is in knowing the people who live and work in the
community. The design and layout of neighborhoods,
commercial districts, industrial zones, and other areas
must promote personal interaction, neighborliness,
and engagement of the built and natural environments
while assuring privacy.

THECITY OF
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CHAPTER 5

Implementation

The 2023 Genoa Comprehensive Plan is a critical
tool for the city in realizing its vision and goals.
However, it is only useful if the city actively pursues
implementing it. The Implementation Plan
presented in this chapter can help the city take

appropriate steps ta reach its goals.

City officials should consider the plan's vision,
0als, objectives, and strategies when evaluating

evelopment proposals and community

improverment efforts, The Implementation Plan

in this chapter takes the goals and objectives
from Chapter 3 further by adding recommended
strategies that activate the plan with projects and
tasks that the city can pursue to implement the
plan. Potential resources are also listed to further

ouide city officials and local partners.

The Strategic Plan prepared concurrently with this
Comprehensive Plan is another source of information
for planimplementation. Goals, objectives, and
strategies have been coordinated and cross

referenced in both documents.

KEY PARTNERS FOR PLAN IMPLEMENTATION

Achievement of Genoa'’s vision and goals will be more successful when
key partners collaborate and pool resources to implement the plan.

These partners and their roles are described below.

{ RESIDENTS

i Itis important that residents support the plan

: and are involved in its implementation. The

i city should make it easy for residents to be

: well informed on planning related issues and

: encourage them to participate in discussions,

i workshops, and other opportunities. Additionally,
: residents can participate in the implementation
: of specific elements of the plan by serving on

i committees, circulating information with their

i neighbors, volunteering their time, and sharing
i their expertise.

BUSINESS COMMUNITY

: Local businesses can support plan

i implementation by communicating their needs

: 1o city officials. Business success is critical to

: Genoa'’s overall success, and communication

i between the private and public sectors is an

: important step in developing a business-friendly
: environment. Local financial institutions can

i support the plan by financing projects that align
: with it. Corporations can support the plan through :
i their own site development and growth plans, as
: well as supporting the city’s projects. Real estate

: professionals and developers should be mindful

i of the kinds of projects that align with the plan.

CITY COUNCIL

The City Council sets policy for the community.
Their approval is necessary to establish
ordinances, allocate funds, enter contracts, and
take other actions that support development
and community improvement. Alderwomen and
aldermen should be familiar with the plan and
consider whether proposed actions will move the
city towards achieving its vision and goals.

BOARDS & COMMISSIONS

The Plan Commission makes recommendations
regarding the growth and development of the
community, particularly ensuring proposals align
with the Comprehensive Plan. They should be
familiar with the plan and refer to it reéularly

in their deliberations. In addition, the Plan
Commission should educate developers and
others who come before them on the relevance
of the plan and encourage applicants to create
proposals that enhance the city’s ability to
achieve its vision and goals. The Economic
Development Commission may also play a similar
role with a more specific focus on commercial
and industrial uses.

whld, B kl:i-’:') s
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| DEKALB COUNTY

i The city should continue to work closely with

: DeKalb County to coordinate growth and

: development efforts. The County can provide

i technical support, data, and other resources that
: may be of value to the city. Where appropriate,

i Genoa'’s plan implementation efforts should

: be coordinated with the short- and long-range

: planning efforts of DeKalb County, particularly

: the Community Development, Forest Preserve,

: Health, and Highway Departments.

OTHER AGENCIES & JURISDICTIONS

i In addition to DeKalb County, the city should

: collaborate with other agencies and juridictions

i to implement certain strategies. This includes,

: butis not limited to, Genoa Township, lllinois

: Department of Transportation (IDOT), and Genoa-
i Kingston Community Unit School District #424.

2023 GENOA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN |
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1: Land Use & Development

#  OBJECTIVE STRATEGIES RESOURCES
11" | Enhance Genoa’s unique assets. AdaFt asset-based community development | - DePaul University Asset-Based
(ABCD) practices for small town planning in Community Development
PRIORITY: HICH @ Genoa. Institute [LINK]
. . . « LISC Asset Mapping [LINK]
Aligns with the following objective(s) from EU!%ggssstre”gt?snEOHgg in communlty and «US, EPA Re OﬁPHEW Small
the 2023 Strategic Plan: STRS USINESS SUPVEY FNCNSs. Towns Can Use Local Assets
[LINK]
« Toolkit for Community
Assessment: Community Asset
Mapping [LINK]
1.2 | Align Genoa's Urlyfed ) Review and amend the Zonin% (ode, where « APA Equity in Zoning Policy
Development Ordinance with the aDDfOD”ate..&.ee..SIQQ.U.QU?..O.U...h.@..f.'ghﬁ-.., Guide [LINK]
Comprehensive Plan. « US HUD YIMBY Grants [LINK]
PRIORITY: HICH @
13 | Invest in downtown to keep it | Encourage residents and visitors to patronize | « Federal Historic Preservation Tax
a strong central focus for the downtown businesses. Credit [LINK]
community. « Historic Resi
& Eegularly fund the Downtown Revitalization l;'é?;gf;eva'd[fl':\fEIAssessment
PRIORITY: HCH @ [roject. — " I%Iingis Historic Preservation Tax
S AR onnect building owners with the city's facade redit [LINK]
Aligns with the foll fiom | ; .
th‘sg%év‘;;@feg[%ﬁg?;ﬁﬂfﬂﬁm improvement program. . TLWIE’"Q Hometown Grants
Pursue historic preservation programs to assist | E[—lity of Genoa Facade
building owners, Improvement Program [LINK]
Establish and publicize an information source for | « Successful Models for Downtown
building improvement programs, second Stow Housing in Small
- - Towns [LINK]
Investigate obstacles to investment or reuse. « Dekalb County [Omm.Uﬂi,t\P/
Encourage residential development in and near E?aurﬁlga[tll_?%ommumty eers
downtown.
Support flexible use of downtown spaces
through the UDO.
14 | Expand Genoa's boundaries to | Investigate annexation costs and benefitsand | « APA Annexation Studies [LINK]
accomplish city goals. prioritize parcels. . /é{nnexatri]on [éuside (Mm&icig{al ¢
- P esearch and Services (enter o
‘HGH @ (ollaborate with adjacent municipalities to -
PRORIE update boundary agreements, including renewal Washington) [LINK]
Aligns with the following objective(s) from with Sycamore.
the 2023 Strategic Plan: LTC4
15 | Preserve Genoa's distinct Consider adding an agriculture or open space | « Urban Growth Boundary [LINK]
identity by maintaining a green Elreservatlon zone to boundary agreements with | « Urban and Rural Reserves
boun aggbetween thecityand | Hampshire and Burlington. [LINK]
nding communities. ) « llinoi i
stotincing communites Work towards connection of Forest Preserve g'rgo'rsaﬁfrtﬂﬁf( for (onservation
PRIORITY: properties and school properties on Genoa's gram [LINK]
Western edge . lH]SDA (onservation Reserve
fogram [LINK]
16 | Provide a balance of uses in the | Guide Genoa's growth in accordance with the | - Genoa Area Chamber of
ty, Icons:denngl the needs. (omprehensive Plan. (ommerce [LINK]
empoyers, employees, FESIents, [ ., the Comprehensive Plan easily available | *APA llinois Commissioner
and vsitors, onthe city]c we g]site| for ass hyhl?,e\\felopers, real | Training [LINK]
e estate prafessionals, and the public.
Educate the Plan Commission and City Council
on how to consult the Comprehensive Plan as
part of their regular order of business.
44 | 2023 GENOA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
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GOAL oo .
Genoa will purstie development
through managed growth
that attracts new résidents

and businesses while retaining
the community’s small town
feel and meett_gg the needs

of existing residents and
businessés,

-+ NOTE: In addition to this objective
and strategy, several of the
other strategies summarized in
the Implementation Plan relate
to updating the city's Unified
Development Ordinance (UDO)
and Zoning Map to align with
plan recommendations. Ty%itally,
this %rocess to update the UDO

and onin% Mapiis one of the first

steps to follow the adoption of

the Comprehensive Plan. While

the Future Land Use Plan and

other recommendations in the

Comprehensive Plan serve as a

framework to guide growth and

development in the community, the

UDO provides the legally enforceable

regulations that 5“' e how property

Owners can use, develop, and

improve their land. In addition,

developers and builders utilize

the UDO to guide their proposed

develoFmer_]ts to ensure they adhere

to local zoning standards.

THECQITY OF
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https://resources.depaul.edu/abcd-institute/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.lisc.org/our-initiatives/creative-placemaking/main/creative-placemaking-toolkit/asset-mapping/
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2015-05/documents/competitive_advantage_051215_508_final.pdf
https://ruralhealthlink.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/C4-Toolkit-Community-Asset-Mapping.pdf
https://www.planning.org/publications/document/9264386/
https://planning.org/blog/9262900/congress-funds-new-yimby-grants-for-zoning-reform/
https://www2.illinois.gov/dnrhistoric/Preserve/Pages/taxcredits.aspx
https://www2.illinois.gov/dnrhistoric/Preserve/Pages/taxfreeze.aspx
https://www2.illinois.gov/dnrhistoric/Preserve/Pages/statecredit.aspx
https://www.t-mobile.com/brand/hometown-grants
https://www.genoa-il.com/government/facade-improvement-program/
https://saveyour.town/secondstoryhousing/
https://dekalbccf.org/receive/grant-programs/community-needs-grants/
https://www.planning.org/pas/reports/report114.htm
https://mrsc.org/explore-topics/legal/incorporation/annexation
https://scdhec.gov/sites/default/files/docs/HomeAndEnvironment/Docs/ModelOrdinances/UrbanGrowthBoundary.pdf#:~:text=A%20growth%20area%20is%20a%20geographic%20delineation%2C%20or,%28rural%20and%20agricultural%20and%20natural%20features%20areas%29%20uses.
https://www.oregon.gov/lcd/UP/Pages/UGBs-and-UrbanRural-Reserves.aspx
https://agr.illinois.gov/resources/landwater.html#:~:text=The%20Partners%20for%20Conservation%20Program%20is%20a%20long-term%2C,water%20resources%20into%20the%2021st%20century%20and%20beyond.
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/conservation-reserve-program/index
https://genoaareachamber.com/
https://www.ilapa.org/planning-officials
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IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

1: Land Use & DEVE'OmeI'It [CONTINUED]

#  OBJECTIVE

17

Prepare for development that
advances Genoa’s long-term role

STRATEGIES

Pursue multi-industry/multi-sector

development.

IMPLEMENTATION | 5

in the region.

Work with site selectors to recruit new industry.

RESOURCES GoAL o
« USDA Rural Business Genoa will pursue development

Development Grants [LINK] througév managed growth that
« DeKalb County Economic attracts new residents while

Development Corporation retaining the community’s
[LINK] small town feel and meeting
the needs of existing residents

and businesses,

PRIORITY Meet with pro,nerty owners and realtors
to discuss challenges to attracting desired
development and remedies to overcome them.

18 | Retain the small-town feel Review impacts of proposed developmentson | « Genoa-l(in$stpn Community
and rural atmosphere of the | population growth, schoal enrollment, scale of | Unit School District #424 [LINK]
community. development, efc. « (itizens Institute on Rural Design
— Incarporate rural design elements where [LINK]

appropriate.

« Small Town and Rural Design
Guide [LINK]

« FHWA Small Town and Rural
Multimodal Netwarks Guide
[LINK]

In addition to active farms and

food production, agricultural land
serves as a natural buffer around
the community that can help curtail
sprawling development. The local
forest preserves, greenway along the
Kishwaukee River, and other open
spaces serve as other natural buffers.

agreements.

MANAGING GROWTH & DEVELOPMENT

The Future Land Use Plan provides a general blueprint for the community to suide where future
growth and development are most appropriate in Genoa. As described below, the city has a few
tools at its disposal to help manage growth and development in a manner that enables the
community to guide the intensity of growth that is most appropriate for Genoa and stems external
pressures as best as possible. See Objective 14 for details and resources.

NATURAL BUFFERS

While the Future Land Use Plan
designates certain areas as potential
growth areas for residential,
commercial, and industrial
development, a majority of the CI‘}}"S
1%-mile planning area is covered by
agricultural use.

BOUNDARY AGREEMENTS

Sprawling development can occur
both internally from the community
and externally from nelﬁhbormg
municipalities. While the Future Land
Use Plan helps to prevent internal sprawl,
existing boundary agreements with
Burlington, Hampshire, and Sycamore
help to control external pressures.
Genoa should ensure existing houndary
agreements are keg
Bartlgularly takin tu
lan into account. In addition, Genoa
should coordinate with Kingston and
DeKalb to establish new boundary

t up-to-date,
he Future Land Use

LAND CONSERVATION

Landowners who own farmland, open space,
or other undeveloped land can place their land
in conservation, which provide legal means

to prevent developmen of such land. The
llinois Department of Agriculture manages
the Partners for Conservation Program, while
the USDA offers its Conservation Reserve
Program.

Easements may he granted for utilities,
trails, and other infrastructure; however, land
conservation precludes, or at least helps to
minimize, major land development. Other
ponservah_on effotts include deed restrictions
in perpetuity and land donations to the forest
preserve.
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https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/business-programs/rural-business-development-grants
https://dcedc.org/
https://www.gkschools.org/
https://www.rural-design.org/
https://ruraldesignguide.com/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/publications/small_towns/
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2: Economic Development

#  OBJECTIVE STRATEGIES RESOURCES
21 Encouraqe entrepreneurship and | Consider a small business incubator.  Genoa Area Chamber of
support locally owned, unique — Commerce [LINK]
small businesses that serve \é\/q[rk \{thth Jumofr /%chmvepwent and the school |, Haart On Main Street [LINK
Genoa residents and visitors. istrict to grow future entrepreneurs. - S Distict Offce LINl—lK
Consider an entrepreneur grant program for new | . Sample Counter Surveys (contact
PRIORITY: HCH @ start ups. NIU Eenter for Govergnent
Aligns with the following objective(s) from | Set aside space for pop uEs in existing buildings Studies for exarples)
the 2023 Strategic Plan: STR2, STCB and free standing small shops. . I\antlte'EllO B%Ottél}ﬁ%?]m
. . - Batavia Boardwalk Shops [LINK]
Work with the Chamber to leamn what business - -
oWners, customers, and visitors desire. ~ NIU Office of Innovation [LINK]
- Kishwaukee College Small
Business Development [LINK]
« Dekalb County Community
Foundation Essential Skills
Crants [LINK]
2.2 | Promote existilbq iervoe_t;rums Connect with educational institutions and public | « Property Tax Abatement
and policies and develop new | agencies that offer technical assistance to Program [LINK]
ones that facilitate business bisinesses. - SBA District Office [LINK]
continuation and growth. So{ljitit, in[[jjut from businesses on what assistance | « NIU Office of Innovation [LINK]
is desired. « Kishwaukee College Small
PRIORITY: HIGH @ ,
Ensure parking requirements are not overly Business Development [LINK]
Aligns with the folowing objective(s) from | burdensome 0 small businesses including - Monticello Bootcamp [LINK]
the 2023 Strategic Plan: STR2 surveying businesses on parking needs and « (ase Study: Fargo, ND Parking
monitoring usage of existing spaces. Strategy [LINK]
|dentify oppartunities for tit[y officials to - DeKalb County Property Tax
Eromo e Genoa such as ICSC Illinois Municipal Informiation [LINK]
eague, etc. « USDA Rural Business
Post information for available sites in a readily Developlment Lrants [LINK]
accessed location. - International Council of Shopping
: — Centers (ICSC) [LINK]
Provide a summary sheet or potential site plan | «{{inois Municipal League [LINK]
for proposed developments. - IDOT Traffic Counts [LINK]
Include transportation network informationin | « DeKalb County Community
marketing materials. Foundation Economic
Development Grants [LINK]
23 | Identify and market the Strengthen downtown as a focal point forthe | - Genoa Area Chamber of
community's pnmgly assets that | community. Commerce [LINK]
attract visitors to Genoa. Coordinate tourism efforts with DeKalo County, | * nois Made [UINK]
NP — « DeKalb County Convention and
PRICRIT: HGH Participate in lllinois Male. Visitors Bureal [LINK]
Aligrs ith the folowing objectve() from | Continue to improve Kishwaukee River access. | * F[EF,G]EIS of the Kishwaukee River
the 2023 Strategic Plan: STRS, LTR2 : —
Market outdoor recreation opportunities in and
around Genoa.
Assist in marketing Genoa businesses to visitors.
24 | Strengthen the local workforce | Work with the Chamber to leam workforce « Case Study: Rethink Western
tomleet the needs of a variety of | needs. Michigan [LINK]
EMPIOYers. Tk to youth about what it would take to keep | * linols DCEQ Workforce
ORI them 1 town after graduation or bring them P | Development [LINK] .
: back after college. « DeKalb County Community
Aligns with the following objective(s) from | Access programs and resources from lllinois Eounda[tlon Elssentlal s
the 2023 Strategic Plan: STCS, LTCI DCEQ Worktorce Development, WIOA Works fants [LINK
lllinais, and other workforce agencies.
Meet with business owners to discuss workforce
ISSUes.
46 | 2023 GENOA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
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Genog will have a vibrant and
growing econarmy based on
Supporting existing businesses
and industries, encouraging
entrepreneurship, and
attracting new employers.
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https://genoaareachamber.com/
https://www.heartonmainstreet.org/
https://www.sba.gov/district/illinois
https://www.cityofmonticello.net/1276/Monticello-Bootcamp-Program
https://downtownbatavia.com/event/batavia-boardwalk-shops/2021-05-29/
https://innovation.niu.edu/
https://kish.edu/community/workforce-development/small-business.php
https://dekalbccf.org/receive/grant-programs/essential-skills-grants/
https://glcedc.org/incentives/
https://www.sba.gov/district/illinois
https://innovation.niu.edu/
https://kish.edu/community/workforce-development/small-business.php
https://www.cityofmonticello.net/1276/Monticello-Bootcamp-Program
https://kilbournegroup.com/news/parking-a-strategic-piece-of-the-downtown-fargo-growth-puzzle/
https://dekalbcounty.org/departments/treasurer-collector/property-tax-information/
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/business-programs/rural-business-development-grants
https://www.icsc.com/
https://www.iml.org/
http://www.gettingaroundillinois.com/gai.htm?mt=aadt
https://dekalbccf.org/receive/grant-programs/community-economic-development-grants/
https://genoaareachamber.com/
https://www.enjoyillinois.com/illinois-made/
https://dekalbcountycvb.com/
https://kishwaukeeriver.wordpress.com/
https://www.rethinkwm.com/
https://dceo.illinois.gov/workforcedevelopment.html
https://dekalbccf.org/receive/grant-programs/essential-skills-grants/
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2: Economic Development e

#  OBJECTIVE

25

Position the city so it can adapt
to changing needs of business
owners, workers, customers, and
visitors.

PRIORITY:

Aligns with the following objective(s) from
the 2023 Strategic Plan: STRS

STRATEGIES

Coordinate with the Chamber to schedule Coffee
with the Chamber or gther informal meefup
opportunities for business owners to seek
resources or other assistance.

Access researach and data produced by lllinois
(EO Workforce Development, WIOA Works
llinois, and other warkforce agencies.

Coordinate with the Chamber to conduct a
visitars survey.

RESOURCES

« Genoa Area Chamber of
Commerce [LINK]

« (ase Study: Fargo, ND Parking
Strategy [LINK]

« llinais DCEO Workforce
Development [LINK]

« WIOA Warks lllinois [LINK]

26

Worl with property owners t
modernize their sites, including
steps like high- internet,
higher or exposed ceilings, open
workspaces for collaboration,
and flex spaces built to suit.

owners to

PRIORITY:

Connect owners with professionals who
can evaluate and provide cost estimates for
improvements.

Ensure that high-speed intemet is available to
all properties.

(ogrdinate with existing and future businesses
to identify internet service needs.

Work with internet service providers to improve
snlerwce, expand coverage, and offer up-to-date
plans.

Investigate PACE Nation’s clean energy economic
qu rams to support local financing af green
uilding improvements.

« PACE Nation [LINK]
« lllinais Office of Broadband
[LINK]

- BroadbandNow llinais [LINK]

« (iity of Genoa Facade
Improvement Program [LINK]

IMPLEMENTATION | 5
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GOAL

Genog will have a vibrant and
growing economy based on
Supporting existing businesses
and industries, encouraging
entreprenevrship, and
attracting new employers.
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https://genoaareachamber.com/
https://kilbournegroup.com/news/parking-a-strategic-piece-of-the-downtown-fargo-growth-puzzle/
https://dceo.illinois.gov/workforcedevelopment.html
https://www.illinoisworknet.com/wioa
https://www.pacenation.org/
https://dceo.illinois.gov/connectillinois/ilofficeofbroadband.html
https://broadbandnow.com/Illinois
https://www.genoa-il.com/government/facade-improvement-program/

5 | IMPLEMENTATION

IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

3:

Housing

#  OBJECTIVE

31

Plan for housing that
accommodates all ages,
incomes, and abilities.

PRIORITY: HICH ®

Aligns with the following objective(s) from
the 2023 Strategic Plan: STCS, LTCI

STRATEGIES

Promote options for older residents at all levels of ability from
independent living to nursing care.

Identify sites well located for residents with limited mobility
such as seniors and those with disabilities.

Ensure a [qnge of housing optians are permitted or special uses
in the Unified Development Ordinance.

Encourage innovative housing development.

Encourage housing affordable for young families.

Maintain communication with local realtors to understand the
needs of homebuyers or renters.

Allow accessary dwelling units in most residential districts.

Encourage recycling of homes from older residents ta younger.

3.2

Diversify the local housing stock
with different housing options
like mutti-family and Missing
Middle in addition to single
family homes.

PRIORITY: HICH @

Aligns with the following objective(s) from

Encourage development of moderate density housing where
designated in the Comp Plan.

Plan small affordable housing projects before large ones,

Develop waiting lists for affordable housing, noting where
peaple work.

Encourage multi-family housing options suitable for families
with children,

Approved by City Council on January 3, 2024

RESOURCES

- 2023 (Genoa Housing Study

« Local realtors

« AARP ABCs of ADUs [LINK]

« AARP Missing Middle Housing
[LINK]

« AARP Housing Resources
[LINK]

« APA Equity in Zoning Policy
Guide [LINK]

« NYT Article: Alternative Senior
Retirement Communities
[LINK]

« Main Street America: At Home
on Main Street, A Housin
Guidebook for Local Leaders
[LINK]

« USHUD YIMBY Grants [LINK]

« Habitat for Humanity of
DeKalb County [LINK]

« IHDA Home Revitalization
and Repair Programs [LINK]

Genoa will encourage
a diverse housing
stock that meets the
different needs o
resiclents, prote
community character,
and enables the
community to grow.

Aligns with the following objective(s) from
the 2023 Strategic Plan: STR4, LTC3, STR3

the 2023 Strategic Plan: STCS, LTCI : : —— —
|dentify potential housing sites within walking distance of
downtown.

33 | Evaluate proposed housing from | Solicit input from stakeholders when evaluating proposed - 2023 (Genoa Housing Study
;nuhi‘tgleperspectslghesn;clu ing housing . Genoa-l(in%stpn Community
:tﬁ,"e, %’g,%s:f:bfmo,::,’uﬂ;ty Include input from school, park, and fire districts, public works, Uﬂ%éﬁhoo District #424

TP depend and other service providers during the review process far new [LINK] . .
services aepen entqna propgsed hgusmg - Genoa TOWﬂShI[] Park District
sustainable population base. [LINK]

« (enoa-Kingston Fire
PRIORITY: HICH ® Protection District [LINK]

34

Encot;z'qe housing that meets
the needs of the local workforce.

PRIORITY:

Aligns with the following objective(s) from
the 2023 Strategic Plan: STCS, LTCI

Ensure a range of residential uses are identified as permitted
%r apeual uses when updating the Unified Development
rdinance.

Provide regular updates to information on local wage rates.

Talk with employers about workforce needs.

» 2023 Genoa Housing Study

« Illinais Housing Development
Authority [LINK]

« AARP Housing Resources
[LINK]

« USHUD YIMBY Grants [LINK]

35

48

Support maintenance and
renovation of Genoa’s historic
housing stock.

PRIORITY:

| 2023 GENOA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Support retention of housing stock through home maintenance
programe.

Educate homeowners on repair assistance.

Identify historic homes and potential housing sites.

Develop aptional plague program for historic homes.

Add street or sidewalk ID of historic neighborhoads.

Evaluate underutilized buildings for residential potential,
including mixed use options.

Supply assistance information to property owners with 2nd
story residential.

Establish a goal for development of additional multifamily
housing units.

« Illinois Housing Development
Authority [LINK]

« Home Repair Assistance in
lllinais [LINK]

« AARP Housing Resources
[LINK]

« Successful Models for
Downtown Second Story

Housing in Small Towns
[LINK]

« Small Town Mixed Use [LINK]
« AARP Walkability Solutions
[LINK]

« Historic Residence
Assessment FreezeLaw ™
[LINK]

GE
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https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/housing/info-2019/accessory-dwelling-units-adus.html
https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/housing/info-2020/missing-middle-housing.html
https://www.aarp.org/search/?q=housing&c=everywhere
https://www.planning.org/publications/document/9264386/
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/02/01/business/dealbook/senior-retirement-communities.html
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/NMSC/390e0055-2395-4d3b-af60-81b53974430d/UploadedImages/Resource_Center/A_Housing_Guidebook_for_Local_Leaders_f.pdf
https://planning.org/blog/9262900/congress-funds-new-yimby-grants-for-zoning-reform/
http://hfhdcillinois.org/home.aspx
https://www.ihda.org/my-community/revitalization-programs/
https://www.gkschools.org/
https://www.genoaparkdistrict.com/
https://www.genoa-il.com/departments/fire-protection-district/
https://www.ihda.org/
https://www.aarp.org/search/?q=housing&c=everywhere
https://planning.org/blog/9262900/congress-funds-new-yimby-grants-for-zoning-reform/
https://www.ihda.org/
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/single-family-housing-programs/single-family-housing-repair-loans-grants/il
https://www.aarp.org/search/?q=housing&c=everywhere
https://saveyour.town/secondstoryhousing/
https://nerej.com/axiom-architects-rethinking-mixed-use-for-small-communities-by-kelliher
https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/community-challenge/photo-album-walkability/?cmp=EMC-DSM-NLC-OTH-LC-1307201-1596602-6884438-NA-120722-LivableCommunities-MS1-WalkabilitySolutions-BTN-CTRL-Community&encparam=qFMzwZaCLOmqvFYIoyWDmQ%3d%3d
https://dnrhistoric.illinois.gov/preserve/taxfreeze.html
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4: Access & Mobility

#  OBECTVE STRATEGIES RESOURCES GOAL .o .

4.1 | Maintain and improve roads | Identify sidewalks that need improvementand | - City's Sidewalk Repair Program | Gernoa will be a well-connected
and sidewalks. any gaps in the sidewalk network. - (MAP Sidewalk Gap and community providing safe
PRIORITY: HGH ® Continue toimplement the city's sidewalk epair | - VelkaDily Study [LINK] access and inclusive mobility for

program, including a phasing plan for repairs.

Aligns with the following objective(s) from
the 2023 Strategic Plan: STR4, STC1, STG

Apply for grant funds.

Follow Safe Route to School best practices.

Consider walkability in plan reviews.

Build out bike infrastructure around town,
including on-street bike [anes, shared use trails,
bike racks in commercial areas and parks, etc.

Provide building owners with information on
ADA compliance and available grants.

« Illinois Trails Grant Programs
[LINK]

- 1DOT Safe Routes to School
[LINK]

+ 0T Illinis Transportation
Enhancement Program ?ITEP)
Crant [LINK]

« Illinais ADA Praject, Americans
with Disabilities Act [LINK]

« NACTO Bikeway Design Guide
[LINK]

« DeKalb County [omm,uniﬁ/
Foundation Community Needs
Grants [LINK

43

Encourage the provision o
electric vgehicle fharging ﬁ{rtions.

PRIORITY: LOWER @

Aligns with the following objective(s) from
the 2023 Strategic Plan: STG3

Include appropriate regulations for electric
vehicle charging stations when updating the
Unified Development Ordinance.

|dentify locations to set up initial set of electric
vehicle charging stations.

Pursue participation in an EV Readiness Program.

Adapt elements of the 15-Minute City Concept.

« Summary of Best Practices
in Electric Vehicle Ordinances
[LINK]

« Charging Forward: A Toolkit
for Planning and Funding
Rural Electric Mability
Infrastructure, US Department of
Transportation [LINK]

« EV Readiness Program [LINK]

« Community Charging and
Refueling Grants TLINK]

« (uide to the 15-Minute City
[LINK]

« Defining the 15-Minute City
[LINK]

« 15-Minute City App [LINK

44

Improve access to public
transportation options.

PRIORITY: LOWER ®

Aligns with the following objective(s) from

Participate in County-wide transportation
planning efforts.

« DeKalb Sycamore Area
Transportation Study [LINK]

« FHWA Micromability [LINK]
» Shared Use Mability Center
[LINK]

« APA: On-Demand Microtransit:

the 2023 Strategic Plan: STC4 A Rural Solution to Public Transit
[LINK]

GENO

users of all ages, abilities, and

Aligns with the following objective(s) from transportation choices.
the 2023 Strategic Plan: STR3, LTR1
4.2 | Increase connectivity by adding | Promote Complete Streets printiﬁles that provide | « Complete Streets (Smart Growth
safe p and crossings for | for safe shared mobility spaces that minimize America) [LINK]
pedestrians and bicylists of all con}(‘llc_tst between pedestrians, bicyclists, and | . AARP Walk Audit Tool Kit
ages and abilities. ILUYIRE Walkability Solutions [LINK]
Develop a phasing plan to prioritize buildout of | « AARP Community Challenge
PRIORITY: trail segments. Grants [LINK]
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https://www.cmap.illinois.gov/updates/all/-/asset_publisher/UIMfSLnFfMB6/content/cmap-data-can-help-communities-close-sidewalk-gaps-improve-walkability
https://smartgrowthamerica.org/what-are-complete-streets/
https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/getting-around/aarp-walk-audit-tool-kit.html
https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/community-challenge/info-2023/2023-challenge.html#:~:text=Grant%20Opportunities%201%201.%20Flagship%20Grants%20The%20flagship,Capacity-Building%20Microgrants%20...%203%203.%20NEW%21%20Demonstration%20Grants
https://dnr.illinois.gov/aeg/illinoistrailsgrantprograms.html
https://idot.illinois.gov/transportation-system/local-transportation-partners/county-engineers-and-local-public-agencies/safe-routes-to-school/index
https://idot.illinois.gov/transportation-system/local-transportation-partners/county-engineers-and-local-public-agencies/funding-opportunities/ITEP
https://www.equipforequality.org/ada-il/
https://nacto.org/publication/urban-bikeway-design-guide/
https://dekalbccf.org/receive/grant-programs/community-needs-grants/
https://www.betterenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/GPI_EV_Ordinance_Summary_web.pdf#:~:text=This%20document%20is%20a%20summary%20guide%20to%20electric,typical%20provisions%20used%20by%20cities%20for%20each%20category.
https://www.transportation.gov/rural/ev/toolkit
https://mayorscaucus.org/initiatives/environment/becoming-ev-ready/
https://afdc.energy.gov/laws/all?state=IL
https://www.dezeen.com/2023/10/16/15-minute-city-guide/
https://www.cnu.org/publicsquare/2021/02/08/defining-15-minute-city
https://app.developer.here.com/15-min-city-map/
https://dsats.org/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/livability/fact_sheets/mm_fact_sheet.cfm#:~:text=FHWA%20defines%20micromobility%20as%3A%20Any%20small%2C%20low-speed%2C%20human,scooters%20%28e-scooters%29%2C%20and%20other%20small%2C%20lightweight%2C%20wheeled%20conveyances
https://sharedusemobilitycenter.org/
https://www.planning.org/planning/2022/fall/on-demand-microtransit-a-rural-solution-to-public-transit/
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5: Community Facilities & Assets

#  OBJECTIVE

51| Strengthen downtown as a focal
point for the community.
PRIORITY: HIGH ®

Aligns with the following objective(s) from
the 2023 Strategic Plan: STR1, STR2, STR4,
STR8, LTR2, LTC1

STRATEGIES

Encourage maintenance and improvement of
second story residential units.

Prioritize downtown as a preferred location for
public facilities.

Consider preparing a multi-faceted Downtown
Elan f(tlllowmgthe Downtown Revitalization
roject.

Identify sites within walking distance of
downtown that have residential potential,
including underutilized buildings that could
accommiodate mixed use optians.

RESOURCES

« Genoa Area Chamber of
Commerce [LINK]

« Federal Historic Preservation Tax
Credit [LINK]

« Historic Residence Assessment
Freeze Law [LINK]

« llinois Historic Preservation Tax
Credit [LINK]

« Successful Models for Downtown
Second Story Housing in Small
Towns [LINK]

5.2 | Provide parks and recreation
facilities suitable for all ages
and abilities.

PRIORITY: HICH ®

Aligns with the following objective(s)
from the 2023 Strategic Plan: STR3, STR4,
ST

Incorporate public facilities as part of design
elements that may be pursued in a Genoa
branding program {related to Objective 71 under
Community Design).

Provide for more inclusive and accessible
Flay%round equipment and recreational facilities
or dfl ages and abilities.

Ensure total amount of park space meets or
exceeds national standan}s (11 acres of park
space per 1,000 residents).

Ensure proposed residential develgpments |
provide for park or open space, including trail
connections.

Take a_ghased approach to conduct ADA
accessibility audits of all public facilities, starting
with municipal buildings.

Coordinate with local contractors to evaluate the
costs and tasks associated with making buildings
ADA compliant.

« AARP Community Challenge
Crants [LINK]

- Open Space LandA{ uisition
and Development (0 LADS]
(rants [LINK]

« Illinois Dept of Natural Resources
Grant Programs [LINK]

- Senior Playgrounds [LINK]

- Batavia Intergenerational
Playground [LINK]

« Illinois ADA Project, Americans
with Disabilities Act [LINK]

« ADA Standards for Accessible
Design [LINK]

« ADA (Checklist for Existing
Facilities [LINK]

« AARP Universal Design and
Livability [LINK]

» DeKalb County [ommuniH
Foundation Community Needs
Grants [LINK

CREATING AN AGE FRIENDLY COMMUNITY THROUGH SENSE OF PLACE

Genoa's population, like that of most

communities, is aging. The population age 65

and older has steadily increased while younger

age groups have declined or held steady. In

addition, the population in the surrounding

area has aged. This means Genoa needs to

plan for both aging residents and aging visitars.
lan for both agj id d aging visi

Genoa has long worked to ensure that

it has a sense f place - a clear identity,
physical boundaries separating it from
neighboring communities, locations that
encourage engagement, and accessibility. This
Comprefensive Plan further guides the city in
that direction.

These same principles can provide a structure
for creating an age friendly community as
described on theright. These principles can be
incorparated into neighborhoods and public
spaces throughout the community.

50 | 2023 GENOA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

[PHYSICAL §

Are all areas of the community accessible (an
older person can get there)? Do they promote
mobili Lan older person get manetiver
around the location after they get there)?
Are older people comfortahle (they can stay
awhile and do what was intended).

VALUES

Does the community reflect the values and
desires of the older population? Consider
public art, businesses of interest, and
organizations/institutions of interest and
importance.

INTERACTION

Do spaces encourage older people to interact
with other members of the community both
casually (benches, wide sidewalks, coffee
shops and cafes) and programmed (events,
classes, activities)?

Approved by City Council on January 3, 2024

Genoa will foster a network of
educational, recreational, and
civic facilities to enhance the
community and be a point of
pride for residents.
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https://genoaareachamber.com/
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/taxincentives/eligibility-requirements.htm
https://dnrhistoric.illinois.gov/preserve/taxfreeze.html#:~:text=The%20Historic%20Residence%20Assessment%20Freeze%20Law%20and%20its,if%20their%20owners%20undertake%20sensitive%20and%20substantial%20rehabilitations.
https://dnrhistoric.illinois.gov/preserve/statecredit.html#:~:text=The%20Illinois%20Historic%20Preservation%20Tax%20Credit%20Program%20%28IL-HTC%29,of%20certified%20historic%20structures%20who%20undertake%20certified%20rehabilitations.
https://saveyour.town/secondstoryhousing/
https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/community-challenge/info-2023/2023-challenge.html#:~:text=Grant%20Opportunities%201%201.%20Flagship%20Grants%20The%20flagship,Capacity-Building%20Microgrants%20...%203%203.%20NEW%21%20Demonstration%20Grants
https://dnr.illinois.gov/grants/openspacelandsaquisitiondevelopment-grant.html
https://dnr.illinois.gov/grants.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4tziIhuTB1M
https://bataviaparks.org/news/2021-intergenerational-playgrounds-scavenger-hunts
https://www.equipforequality.org/ada-il/
https://www.ada.gov/law-and-regs/design-standards/
https://adachecklist.org/doc/fullchecklist/ada-checklist.pdf
https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/housing/info-2021/visitability-and-universal-design-in-sarasota-county-florida.html
https://dekalbccf.org/receive/grant-programs/community-needs-grants/
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IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

5: Community Facilities & Assets (o

6%  OBJECTIVE STRATEGIES RESOURCES

53 | Ensure adequate parking for Investigate new ways to meet parking needs, - APA PAS Report: Parking
all types of uses in all areas of | including the potential to add or reduce amount | Standards [LINK]
the city. of parking, where appropriate. « Parking Reform Network [LINK]

« (ase Study: Fargo, ND Parking
PRIORITY: HGH ® Strategy [LINK]
Aligns with the following objective(s) from . [reap\/e Parklng Ideas [LINK]
the 2023 Strategic Plan: STG « Parking Strategies to Support
Livable Communities [LINK]
« Parking Management for Small
Communities [LINK]

54 | Increase arts and cultural (oordinate a focus group with local artists, « AARP How Art and
opportunities for residents and | cultural institutions; and others to understand Entertainment Helps Makes
visitors. the arts and culture scenein Genoaand DeKalb | Communities More Livable

County. [LINK]
PRIORITY: Work V\(l:ilth 2 consultant to develop a coordinated | * E[mﬁ]Arts and Culture Toolkt
Aligns with the following objective(s) from BRI S « Illinois Creative Recovery Grants
the 2023 Strategic Plan: STQ2, LTR2 Coordinate with local schools to engage students |  [LINK]
in contributing to Genoa’s arts and tufture scene. | « T-Mobile Hometown Grants
[LINK]
- Fanny R Wurlitzer Foundation
Grants [LINK]

55 | Increase recreation opportunities | Coordinate with the Genoa Township Park District | « Genoa Township Park District

along the Kishwaukee River. and Friends of the Kishwaukee River toidentify | [LINK] . .
potential river-based recreation opportunties to | « Friends of the Kishwaukee River

PRIORITY: pursue. [LINK]

Aligns with the following objective(s) from

the 2023 Strategic Plan: STC1

55 | Provide equitable geographic | Confer with national park metrics (1 acres of - National Park Metrics (National
distribution of parks an park space per 1,000 residents) to ensurenew | - Recreation and Park Association)
recreation facilities. developments provide an appropriate amount of |  [LINK]

parks and recreation facilities.
PRIORITY:
Aligns with the following objective(s) from
the 2023 Strategic Plan: STCI

5.7 | Engage local businesses in Recruit businesses to participate in community | - Leveraging Public-Private
community activities that activities that benefit Student leaming at Partner§h|psL{Nat|onaI o
benefit student learning at schools, encoliage sponsorshlgs atlocal Recreation and Park Association)
schools, encourage sponsorships parks and sports leagues, and boost Genoa's [LINK]
at local parks and sports community spirit.
leagues, and boost Genoa'’s Provide sponsarship opportunities for
community spirit. businesses.

PRIORITY: LOWER @
Aligns with the following objective(s) from
the 2023 Strategic Plan: STR3, STC2

e 32T -
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Genoa will foster a netwark of
educational, recreational, and
civic facilities to enhance the
community and be a point of
pride for residents.
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https://www.planning.org/publications/report/9026845/
https://parkingreform.org
https://kilbournegroup.com/news/parking-a-strategic-piece-of-the-downtown-fargo-growth-puzzle/
https://www.neighborhoodfundamentals.com/news/2017/11/21/beyond-parking-minimums
https://www.cmap.illinois.gov/documents/10180/57858/Parking+2012.pdf/c31f6573-37d3-4bec-989b-bcebe3e120ae
https://communitybuilders.org/insights/parking-episode-1-strategic-parking-management-basics-for-small-communities/
https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/livable-in-action/info-2016/where-we-live-culture.html
https://www.cmap.illinois.gov/programs/community-development/arts
https://artsalliance.org/creativerecovery/
https://www.t-mobile.com/brand/hometown-grants
https://dekalbccf.org/receive/grant-programs/wurlitzer-foundation-grants/
https://www.genoaparkdistrict.com/
https://kishwaukeeriver.wordpress.com/
https://www.nrpa.org/publications-research/ParkMetrics/
https://www.nrpa.org/parks-recreation-magazine/2020/august/leveraging-public-private-partnerships/
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6: Environmental Sustainability

#  OBJECTIVE

6.1 | Manage stormwater effectively
to protect the natural
environment.
PRIORITY: HICH @

Aligns with the following objective(s) from

STRATEGIES
Preserve natural habitats wherever possible.

(reate a municipal drought plan.

(oordinate stormwater management efforts
with DeKalb County's Central South Branch
Kishwaukee River Watershed-Based Plan.

RESOURCES

- EPA Environmental Justice and
Mapping Tool [LINK]

« APA PAS Report: Planning for
Infrastructure Resilience TLINK]

« APA PAS Report: Green Infrastructure
[LINK]
« APA PAS Report: Subdivision Design

Aligns with the following objective(s) from

Evaluate and adapt river protection strategies
from other “Friends of " river groups.

the 2023 Strategic Plar: STR4 Coordinate stormwater management efforts F Areas [LINK]
with relevant strategies from ﬁlinois EPA's Source | | ggr?trafggutﬁZBarradndqu?ii,hwau| (e
Water Protection Plan. River Watershed-Based Plan [LINK]
« DeKalb County Community
Foundation Watershed Grants [LINK]
« lllinois EPA's Source Water Protection
Plan [LINK]
6.2 | Protect the Kishwaukee River. | Coordinate local river protection effotts with the | « Friends of the Kishwaukee River
Friends of the Kishwaukee River. [LINK] .
PRIORITY: HICH @ « Friends of the Fox River [LINK]

« Friends of the Chicago River [LINK]
« Central South Branch Kishwaukee

economically feasible practices
in requirements for new

Ordinance (UDO) to include zoning and
building standards that advance sustainable

the 2023 Srtegic Flan:STC4 Coordinate protection efforts with Dekalb River Watershed-Based Plan [LINK]
County's Central South Branch Kishwaukee River | « Dekalb County Community
Watershed-Based Plan. Foundation Watershed Crants [LINK]
6.3 | Include sustainable and Update the city's Unified Development « APA PAS Report: Planning for

Infrastructure Resilience TLINK]
« APA PAS Report: Green Infrastructure
[LINK]

tree cover.

(ontinue the community's participation in Tree
City USA.

developments. development principles.
« APA PAS Report: Subdivision Design
PRIORITY: and Flood Hazard Areas [LINK]
« Great Plains Institute [LINK]
6.4 | Maintain and enhance the city's | Evaluate the condition of the tree cover. - Urban Tree (anopy Assessment [LINK]

« Tree City USA [LINK]

ene cient buildings, and
oth%fy rams that sugport
sustainability.

PRIORITY:

Aligns with the following objective(s) from

Seek out spansors for a Green Genoa program.

Expand the use of green infrastructure.

Include energy efficiency and alternative |
energy,sources in the zoning code and building
regulations.

PRIORITY:
Assist residents desiring to plant street trees.
Keep the city's Urban Forestry Plan and
Arboricultural Specifications Manual updated.
6.5 | Create a Green Genoa program | Research best practices in green community « EPA Green Power Partnership [LINK]
that promotes recycling, prograrms. « Case Study: Alton (limate Protection

and and Energy Efficiency Committee
[LINK]

« Green Zoning [LINK]

« PACE Nation [LINK]

« APA PAS Report: Creen Infrastructure
[LINK]

way that is compatible with the
community and enhances the
local economy.

PRIORITY:

Identify potential solar andj/or wind sites.

Look into EPA's Green Power Partnership.

the 2023 Sategc Pl STC4 Look into EPA's Green Power Partnership.

6.6 | Work with providers of Educate the community on alternative energy | « EPA Green Power Partnership [LINK]
alternative energy sourcesto | Sources. « APA Policy Guide on Energy [LINK]
buid up local resources in o « APA Solar Energy Resources [LINK]

« APA Wind Energy Resources [LINK]

« (ase Study: Alton Climate Protection
and and Energy Efficiency Committee
[LINK]
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practices that protect
natural resources, consider

farmland preservation

and advance sustainability
initiatives,
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https://www.epa.gov/ejscreen
https://www.planning.org/publications/report/9192800/
https://www.planning.org/publications/report/9026895/
https://www.planning.org/publications/report/9112664/
https://www.chicagoriver.org/
https://dekalbccf.org/receive/grant-programs/watershed-grants/
https://epa.illinois.gov/topics/water-quality/swap.html
https://kishwaukeeriver.wordpress.com/
https://friendsofthefoxriver.org/
https://www.chicagoriver.org/
https://www.chicagoriver.org/
https://dekalbccf.org/receive/grant-programs/watershed-grants/
https://www.planning.org/publications/report/9192800/
https://www.planning.org/publications/report/9026895/
https://www.planning.org/publications/report/9112664/
https://betterenergy.org/
https://toolkit.climate.gov/tool/urban-tree-canopy-assessment
https://www.arborday.org/programs/treeCityUSA/
https://www.epa.gov/greenpower
https://www.cityofaltonil.gov/climate-protection-and-energy-efficiency-committee-coolcities/
https://neep.org/blog/getting-zone-using-green-zoning-achieve-our-carbon-reduction-goals
https://www.pacenation.org/
https://www.planning.org/publications/report/9026895/
https://www.epa.gov/greenpower
https://www.planning.org/policy/guides/adopted/energy.htm
https://www.planning.org/search/?keyword=solar+energy
https://www.planning.org/search/?keyword=wind+energy
https://www.cityofaltonil.gov/climate-protection-and-energy-efficiency-committee-coolcities/
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7: Community Design

#  OBJECTIVE STRATEGIES RESOURCES

71 | Require hi htlunlity design Develop a phased plan to prepare a series of - (itizens Institute on Rural Design
for public facilities and city design guidelines, mclud[n%,tommumty [LINK]
other structures that reflect branding, gateway and wayfinding signage, - Small Town and Rural Design
community pride. streetscape, and landscape design. Guide [LINK]

Identify design standards from the city's - Rural Design Resources [LINK]
PRIORITY: HICH @ Eownt{qwrtl] | etvitalitzabt|ipﬂ P,g{oject dth?jtyrnay « National Park Service Technical
o R € dpplicaie 10 €saDiish City-wide Jesign Preservation Services [LINK]
?hhéggso évgtgttrgteeg\tl%vggg ;rt%icgrvlgy from gmdeh]nes. [SEE PAGES 36-37 FgR DETAILS)] « Navigating Main Streets as
Places [LINK]
k| - American Planning Associatian,
Zomncrg Practice: (reating Design
Cuidefines That Work [LINK]
« American Planning Assaciation,
PAS Report: Design Review
(uiding Better Development
[LINK]
Establish a Design Committee to oversee
community design elements to ensure
compliance with community standards.
Codify the community design strategies outlined
in Chapter 4 in t?e city's Uriified Development
Ordinance (UDO), where appropriate.
[SEE PAGES 33-39 FOR DETAILS]

72 | Continue tosntlgpoﬂ historic Continue to coordjnate historic preservation « Kishwaukee Valley Heritage
preservation through existing | efforts with city officials, Kishwaukee Valley Museum [LINK]
and new efforts. Heritage Museum, and DeKalb County History | . DeKalb County History Center

Center. [LINK]
PRIORITY: HICH @ « APA Historic Preservation
Resources [LINK]

73 | Codify the Comprehensive Work with zoning professionals to update the | « APA Zoning Practice: Creating
Plon’s community design zoning code. Dem&n Guidelines That Work
prmcrles into the city’s Unifed [LINK]

Development Ordinance and « APA PAS Report: Design Review

other relevant codes. Guidling Better Development
[LINK]

PRIORITY: HCH ®

74 | Support the incorporation of Conduct awalking tour of Downtown Genoa « (MAP Arts and Culture Toolkit
public art into community and commercial corridars to identify potential ILINK]
design. locations for public art installations. . |||I|-[|1'3k5 Creative Recovery Crants

Coordinate with local artists to commission the {LINE]
PRORITY: creation of public art pieces around Cenoa. » The Walldogs [LINK]
Aligns with the following objective(s) from | Work with building owners to identify blank
the 2023 Strategic Plan: STC2 walls for potentiafmurals.

Investigate whether there is a need for additional

performance and rehearsal spaces.

75 | Create a natural resources |dentify local expertise to lead an inventory. - (reating a Natural Resources
inventory with strategies Inventory [LINK]
intended to preserve and - Land Conservation Foundation
appropriately integrate [LINK]
environmental elements into
community design.

PRIORITY:

THE CITY OF

GENOA

IMPLEMENTATION | 5

Genoa will enhance its
community character through
quality design of the buift ~
envirgnmert, respect for historic
bu:/d/nlqs, and protection of the
natural environment.
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https://www.rural-design.org/
https://ruraldesignguide.com/
https://www.rural-design.org/community-resource-categories/architecture
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/index.htm
https://www.mainstreet.org/howwecanhelp/navigatingmainstreets
https://www.planning.org/publications/document/9006930/
https://www.planning.org/publications/report/9154841/
https://sites.google.com/site/kvhsgenoail/home
https://www.dekalbcountyhistory.org/
https://www.planning.org/search/?keyword=historic+preservation
https://www.planning.org/publications/document/9006930/
https://www.planning.org/publications/report/9154841/
https://www.cmap.illinois.gov/programs/community-development/arts
https://artsalliance.org/creativerecovery/
https://www.facebook.com/walldogs/
https://www.dec.state.ny.us/docs/remediation_hudson_pdf/nrifactsheet.pdf
https://www.landconservationfoundation.org/

5 | IMPLEMENTATION

8: Utilities & Infrastructure

#  OBJECTIVE
81 | Consider ways to increase the
ciency and cost effectiveness
of providing utilities and

infrastructure through
sound land use planning
and coordination of future
development.

PRIORITY: HICH ®

Aligns with the following objective(s) from
the 2023 Strategic Plan: STC4

STRATEGIES

Partner with other communities and districts to
coordinate services and resaurces.

Assess the impact of proposed developments on
existing utilities infrastructure.

RESOURCES

« Other local jurisdictions

« (ase Study: Hillsborough
County, FL, Utility Coordination
Procedures [LINK]

« (ase Study: City of Laredo,
TX; Utility Planning and
(oordination Guide [LINK]

- Northeastern lllinois Local
Government Shared Services
Survey Report (Metropolitan
Mayors (aucus) [LINK]

82

Monitor the impact of new
development on existing utilities
and infrastructure to properly
plan for improvements or
expansion.

Review future development with Public Works to
understand impacts on utility capacity and
expansion needs.

- (enoa Community Utilities
Resaurce Page [LINK]

« APA PAS Report: Planning for
Infrastructure Resilience TLINK]

« APA PAS Report: Green

Infrastructure [LINK]
LT « APA PAS Report: Planning and
Aligns with the following objective(s) from Broadband [LINK]
the 2023 Strategic Plan: STR4
8.3 | Evaluate the need for and Leverage TIF funds. « Homeowners Guide to Well and

impacts of septic systems Septic Systems [LINK]
for development unable to » US. EPA Septic System
connect to municipal sewer Resources [LINK]
infrastructure.
PRORITY: Coordinate with developers and Eroper’gy owners

as they evaluate septic systems for their projects.

54 | 2023 GENOA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
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Genoa will ensure utilities
efficiently meet the needs of the
community, Serve potential new
developments, and adequately
respond to city growth.
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https://www.hillsboroughcounty.org/library/hillsborough/media-center/documents/public-works/2021-manuals-review/utility-coordination-guide-with-markup.pdf
https://www.cityoflaredo.com/building/oss/utility_planning_and_coordination_guide.pdf
https://mayorscaucus.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Shared-Services-Report-FINAL-1.pdf
https://www.genoa-il.com/utilities/
https://www.planning.org/publications/report/9192800/
https://www.planning.org/publications/report/9026895/
https://www.planning.org/publications/report/9026893/
https://www.dupagehealth.org/DocumentCenter/View/184/Homeowners-Guide-for-Well-and-Septic-Systems-PDF
https://www.epa.gov/septic/septic-systems-reports-regulations-guidance-and-manuals
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9: Communications

#  OBJECTIVE

9.1

Provide communication options
that meet the preferences of
resitlents and businesses.

STRATEGIES
Adopt preferences from survey.

Continue cit\{w’s str%nﬁ events promotional
throug

RESOURCES

« 2023 Community Survey (see
results in the Appendix)

Invite participation in advisory boards as a first
step towards greater roles; develop leadership
programs for adults and teens.

campaigns vers and social media : %ggg[gga%%rpegté%ﬁﬁvent fiyers
PRORTY:HICH ® DUStS'I ————1 - Hinckdey Hub [LINK]
Aligns with the fllving obiectivels) fom Establish and regularly update city social media
the 2023 Strategic Plan: STRS, STR7 accounts.

Assign a communications manager.

Coordinate with high school to have students

assist with newslefter, social media, etc.

Develop a monthly or quarterly city newsletter in

digital and printed formats.

Hold periodic Coffee with Officials events

to provide informal forums for community

interaction.

9.2 | Encourage communication (oordinate with the Genoa Area Chamber of « Genoa Area Chamber of
between businesses and the Commerce to provide a web-based economic Commerce [LINK]
community. development information hub.  West Chicago Fconomic
FRORTTY HGH @ Look i‘nto‘sharin%a city booth with other Development Hub [LINK]

organizations or businesses at communi : %arol IStream tEﬁOIEJOTII::VK
the 2023 Strategic Plan: STRS, STR volunteers can answer questions/note  Explore Genoa Home and

comments. Business Expo [LINK]

Continue the annual Explore Genoa Home and

Business Expo.

9.3 | Strive for membership of Encqurag[e underrepresented groups to « Local Government Citizen
city boards, commissions, participdte. Advisory Boards [LINK]
%ngptgemt{o}n{he Pr(%yide inf%rmation on city websiteonhowto | * [ng%g}g% yoqjggilt'}m‘%“th

p et involved. ILINK]
community. : — « APA PAS Report: Planning with
Build inclusivity and awareness of Genoa’s Diverse Communities [LINK]
PRIORITY: cultural |dent|ty(359 in communication materials.

NOVEMBER 24

14th Home & Business me ff

EXPO

Saturday March 4
10a.m.-1p.m.
Genoa-Kingston High School
Free and Open to the Public
Taste of Genoa
Food Concessions i

explore (=)

2023
FRI /30

@ 6K MIDOLE SCHOOL
OPM &

Thank You to our 2023 Sponsors.

i ,
(I, R

SAT 10/1

e 2nd ual
est F

Makers’ Market,

DAVID CARROLL
MEMORIAL PARK

7:30PM

GENOA

IMPLEMENTATION | 5

Cr

.

GOAL

Genoa will provide easy and
tlear communication between
city officials, residents, property
owners, businesses, and other
community stakefolders.

GENOA KINGSTON FIRE AND RESCUE PROUDLY PRESENTS:

87TH ANNUAL

GENOA DAYS
JUNE 7-10

SKINNERS AMUSEMENT & NIGHTLY ENTERTAINMENT
«+ §25 WRIST BANDS THURSDAY & SATURDAY *+

BRING THE FAMILY.
RIDES & MORE !
ES THE STAGE

T 6:00

ENJOY F
A DIFFE

Sat, June 10
Parade
om

[Wms{ Bands
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https://hinckleyhub.org/
https://genoaareachamber.com/#
https://westchicagonow.org/
https://www.carolstream.org/departments/community-development/economic-development
https://genoaareachamber.com/chamber-event/home-business-expo/
https://mrsc.org/getmedia/72061479-9ba8-48b4-ab1f-cfa62cf7d4f1/Local-Government-Citizen-Advisory-Boards-pdf.aspx
https://www.unioncityga.org/departments/city-government/youth-leadership-council
https://www.planning.org/publications/report/9165143/
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Appendix

Residents & Workers Survey Results
Business Survey Results

Future Land Use Plan Scenarios
Scenario A
Scenario B
Scenario C

GENOA
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City of Genoa
Residents and Workers Survey
April 5, 2023

Center for Governmental Studies
Northern Illinois University

GENOA

Project Background

IS et T
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Background and Purpose of Survey

« Online survey of residents and workers in
Genoa

Findings will be used to update the Genoa
Comprehensive Plan, which guides land use
decisions and policies affecting the growth of
the community

Center for Governmental Studies (CGS) staff
worked with City of Genoa staff throughout
the project

Survey Methodology

Questionnaire

« 31 questions

« Topics:

Moving considerations

Quality of life in the City of Genoa
Satisfaction with City facilities and services
Development

Future planning

Preferred communication methods

- Personal and household characteristics

2023 GENOA COMPREHENSIVEPLAN | A3
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Survey Methodology

Data Collection

« An invitation email with a survey link was sent to
residents. Up to 4 reminder emails were sent to
non-respondents.

« The survey link was also posted on the City of
Genoa's website and on social media
= Survey opened on February 22, 2023
= Survey closed on March 20, 2023

* Incentive: Option to enter a drawing for one of
several $50 gift cards

« 427 completed surveys were received

Household Characteristics

A P er
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Household Characteristics
Location

Where do you live?

« More than three-fourths of
respondents (78.8%) live within
the Genoa city limits

* 10.4% live in the 60135 ZIP code
but outside city limits

« Of the 10.8% of respondents
who live outside of the 60135
ZIP code:

= 27.7% live in Kingston
= 23.4% live in Sycamore

B Within Genoa city limits
M In the 60135 ZIP code but outside city limits
Outisde of Genoa and 60135 ZIP code

Household Characteristics
Years Living in Genoa

How many years have you lived in Genoa?
Genoa Residents Only

100% -
90% - * Two-thirds (66.9%)
80% A of Genoa residents

70% -
60% -
50% -
40% -
30% -

41.8%
20% A 22.7% 25.1%
10% -
10.4%
0% -

Less than 3 3-10 years 11-20 years ~ More than 20
years years

Center for Gov tal Studies
NIU|  tvcoin dogogement et

have lived in
Genoa for more
than 10 years

meerver 2|0 i Lt
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Current Housing
Rental or Ownership of Home

Rental/Ownership of Home

[se4

B Own home
H Rent home
Another arrangement

Approved by City Council on January 3, 2024

Most (88.5%) respondents
own their homes

9.6% rent their homes

Many of the 1.9% who
report another arrangement
live with family members

Household Characteristics
Ages of Household Members, Including Respondent

Age Groups, All Household Members

0-12 years
13-17 years 21.3%
18-22 years 20.1%
23-44 years
45-64 years
65-79 years

80+ years 3.0%

o
R —

20% 40% 60%

80%

100%

A6 | 2023 GENOA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

40.5% of households
have at least 1 child
aged 0-17

88.1% of households
have at least 1 adult
aged 18-64

18.7% of households
have at least 1 senior
aged 65+

GENOA



Approved by City Council on January 3, 2024

Household Characteristics
Races/Ethnicities of Household Members and Primary Language in Household

Races/Ethnicities of All Household

Members
Asi 1.3% H
»en « English was the
Black primary language for
(o)
Hispanic/Latino . 98.6% of households

. . * 1.4% spoke Spanish as
Native American their primary

Native Hawaiian/
Pacific Islander |anguage

White

Mixed race

[
— T

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Household Characteristics
2022 Household Income

What was your 2022 annual household
income from all sources?

Less than $25,000 I

* 11.6% of households

325,000-549,999 l had a 2022 income

$50,000-$74,999 - of less than $50,000

$75,000-599,999 - e 52.4% had a 2022
£100,000-$149,999 - income of $100,000

or more

$150,000-$199,999 - 16.4%
$200,000-$249,999 I
$250,000 or more I
— T T T T 1

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%  100%

Center for Governmental Stuadies
NI s o b, Fongigemment sl Beggtomal Developmment

THECITY oF

I
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Working From Home
All Respondents

Overall, on how many days per week does each
wage-earning adult work from home rather than at
an employer’s location?*

Households with at least 1 wage earning adult

100% -~
90% -
80% -
70% A
60% -
50% -
40% -
30% A

20% A
10% - 19.2%
0%

1 or more household 1 or more household 1 or more household
member member works from  member does not
always/nearly always home 1-4 days/week  work from home
works from home

*Respondents could select a work from home status for up to 3 adults in the household.

tal Studies

Approved by City Council on January 3, 2024

Overall, at least one
household member
works from home at
least one day a week
in more than one-
third (36.3%) of
households

Moving Considerations

Center for Governmental Stuadies

weneh, Lgiagement and Fegional Developrent

A8 | 2023 GENOA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
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Importance of Community Characteristics
All Respondents

Which are most important to you when thinking about a
community to live in?*

Low property taxes

Public safety

High quality schools

Variety of businesses & services

NN
©
00
X
X
X

Strong downtown

Affordable housing

N
w
w
o
S

[
©o
)
X

Recreation opportunities

Attractive neighborhoods

[N
©
vl
o
oS

Available local jobs 3%

Quality health care

o

Other consideration

.
N
o)

11X

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

*Respondents were able to select up to 3 from a list of 11 characteristics

Monthly Housing Budget
All Respondents

How much could you afford to
spend per month on housing, either
in rent or a mortgage payment?

Less than $700
$700-5899
$900-$1,099
$1,100-51,299
$1,300-51,499
$1,500-51,699
$1,700-51,999
$2,000-52,499
$2,500-52,999
$3,000 or more

* 43.8% of respondents
said their monthly
housing budget was

less than $1,300
* 13.6% had a monthly
housing budget of less
than $900

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%  100%
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Would Consider Moving to Genoa
Respondents Living Outside City Limits

Would you consider moving
to Genoa? * Most commonly, those who would
consider moving to Genoa say it is
because they like it
= "“Genoa is a wonderful community.”
« The most common reasons for not
considering moving to Genoa are:

57.6% . .
57.6% = Like or are established where they
currently live
*= Don't want to be too close to their job
= Genoa does not have enough
W Yes shopping, activities, or amenities
® Maybe

Moving Considerations, Next Three Years
All Respondents

Are you considering moving
in the next 3 years?

mf5.2% « Atotal of 15.3% are

=[10.1%] considering moving in the
next three years
* 5.2% would prefer a home in

Genoa
¢ 10.1% would move to a home
not in Genoa

« Additionally, 15.6% may be
considering moving

M Yes, preferably to a home in Genoa
M Yes, to a home not in Genoa
m Maybe

No

Center for Governmental Stuadies
NI s o b, Fongigemment sl Beggtomal Developmment
mearvor o | 8 wls b 'ty
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Moving Considerations
Respondents Who Are/May Be Considering Moving

* 30.9% of respondents are/maybe considering moving

Why are you considering moving? Where are you considering moving to?
e

Taxes/cost of living 18.2%

Job/commute 15.6%

To get out of lllinois 10.4%

Move to larger home 7.8%

Retiring 7.8%

Weather/climate 6.5% .

- - B Within/near Genoa area
Closer to famlly/frlends 5.2% M Outside Genoa area, but within lllinois
Other reasons 28.6% m Outside of lllinois

Unknown/undecided

Moving Considerations
Respondents Who Are/Maybe Considering Moving

What are the main reasons you are considering moving
from your current home?*
* Most common reasons:
» Looking for lower cost of living/lower taxes (39.6% of
respondents who are or may be considering moving)
* Looking for a larger home (24.6%)
* Desire better climate (24.6%)
* Want a more rural area (17.9%)
* Desire community with more shopping, services, or recreation
(17.9%)

*Respondents were able to select up to 3 reasons from a list of 16

Center for Governmental Stuadies
| e G

THE CITY Of
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Type of Home
Respondents Who Are/May Be Considering Moving

What type of home would you be looking for?

1-family detached
house to buy

Townhome/condo

to buy

Other type of home

Rental apartment
Duplex/2-family
house to buy
Ret. comm./ind.
living
Rental townhouse or
duplex

|
I

0%

B=
Je=
Je=
D
|=

Would you consider
renovating an older
home?

* Yes (38.3%)

* Maybe (35.3%)

* No (26.3%)

20% 40% 60% 80%

100%

Approved by City Council on January 3, 2024

Type of Home
Respondents Who Are/Maybe Considering Moving

How many bedrooms do you need in
your next home?

How many bathrooms do you need in
your next home?

100% -
90% -
80% -
70% -
60% -
50% -
40% -
30% -
20%
10% -

0% -

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%

0%

4+ BR

10% -

| | |

=

1BA 15BA 2BA 2.5BA 3+BA

6.8%
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Type of Location
Respondents Who Are/Maybe Considering Moving

What kind of location are you looking for?*

Rural setting

Large lot subdivision

Area where many places are in walking distance
In-town neighborhood

Development with amenities

Downtown

Other

=3
[ T

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%100%

*Respondents could select as many options as applied

“o1s ¥
e = ) _

Quality of Life
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Best Things About Genoa

Friendly people, sense of community 17.4%
Small town feel/pride 15.9%
Businesses, restaurants, or downtown area 13.0%
Schools and education 9.9%
Safe, low crime, Police and Fire departments 8.9%

al Studies

Suggestions for Improvements

Additional/increased variety of businesses 15.6%
Improve or repair streets and sidewalks 14.3%
Additional/increased variety of restaurants 8.7%
Code enforcement/clean up or occupy derelict

homes, buildings, and properties 5.5%
Reduce spending/taxes 5.4%

A4 | 2023 GENOA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
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Satisfaction with Genoa Facilities or Services
Genoa or 60135 Residents

Most selected for highly or slightly satisfied:
* Public library (93.0%)
* Police/Fire protection (90.9%)
« Community events (87.2%)
* Parks/recreation facilities (86.5%)

Most selected for highly or slightly unsatisfied:
* Arts and culture opportunities (50.2%)
» Code enforcement for private property (46.2%)
* Streets, sidewalks, and bike paths (37.1%)

Development

gﬂFE N o A 2023 GENOA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN | ATS
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Support for Development Types in Genoa
Genoa or 60135 Residents

Most supported development types:
* Retail shops (92.6% of Genoa residents support)
* Personal services (87.3%)
* Entertainment/cultural (87.0%)
» Restaurants/bars (83.5%)
* Healthcare (82.7%)

Most opposed development types:

» Apartments (46.2% of Genoa residents oppose)
e Condominiums (35.9%)
* Duplexes/townhouses (30.5%)

Incentives to Encourage Development
Genoa or 60135 Residents

Which of the following should the City of Genoa use to
encourage development?*

Incentive program for new or expanding small
businesses

Municipal funding to help pay for infrastructure for
new or expanding businesses

TIF districts to encourage development in specific
areas of the community

Municipal funding to help pay for infrastructure for
new housing

Other

I=
| T

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Village should not encourage development

*Respondents could select as many options as applied

Center for Governmental Stuadies
NI s o b, Fongigemment sl Beggtomal Developmment

mearvar LTSN et
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Future Planning

Locations in Genoa in Need of Improvement

All Respondents

* 41.9% of respondents
suggested at least 1
location in Genoa in
need of improvement

Downtown area 21.8%
Streets and sidewalks, overall 18.4%
Rte. 72/west end of town/train trestle 11.2%
East side of town 10.6%
Older neighborhoods 7.3%
Vacant buildings/property

maintenance/code enforcement,

overall 4.5%
Parks and recreation, walking and bike

paths 3.9%
All areas/everywhere 2.2%
Other areas 20.1%

JEL Center for Governmental Stuadies
| e G
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Vision for Genoa in 5 Years*
Genoa or 60135 Residents

Small town that retains its rural atmosphere
Walkable community

Historic community with a strong downtown
Growing community attracting new residents
Destination for young adults and families to live
Diverse economic base

Entrepreneurial environment

Sustainable community - 13.4%
Diverse population welcoming to all -m

Other vision |/0.5%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

*Respondents could select up to 3 options

Planning for Sustainability
Genoa or 60135 Residents

Residents were most likely to say these were very or

somewhat important to plan for:
* Preserving natural areas and open space (97.6%)
» Water conservation (92.8%)
» Waste reduction and recycling (92.8%)
* Getting places on foot or bicycle (92.2%)

Residents were most likely to say these were not very

or not at all important to plan for:
* Electric vehicle charging stations (60.9%)

THECITY OoF ]
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Preferred Way to Receive News from City
Genoa or 60135 Residents

Social media
e,e

(55.9%)
US Postal Service I
(31.0%) m
City website
(30.4%) I44

*Respondents could select up to 2 options

Conclusions

* Residents would like the City of Genoa to remain a small town
and retain its rural atmosphere and be a walkable community.

e Respondents think it is important for the City of Genoa to focus
on code enforcement for private property, improving streets,
sidewalks, and bike paths, and increasing arts and cultural
opportunities.

e Respondents think it is important for the City to emphasize
business development, including more retail shops, personal
services, restaurants and bars, and healthcare.

e Respondents considering moving in/within Genoa mostly seek
single family residential homes. Notably, the three most opposed
development types are multi-family housing (apartments,
duplexes, condos/townhouses.)

2023 GENOA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN | A19




Approved by City Council on January 3, 2024

City of Genoa
Business Survey
March 24, 2023

Center for Governmental Studies
Northern lllinois University

Project Background

IS et T

A20 | 2023 GENOA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN gaFE N OA



Approved by City Council on January 3, 2024

Background and Purpose of Survey

« Online survey

« The purpose of the survey was to learn about
the local economy and what would help
businesses prosper.

« The survey findings will be used to update the
City's comprehensive.

e The Center for Governmental Studies (CGS)
worked closely with the City of Genoa's staff
throughout the project.

Survey Methodology

Questionnaire

« 30 questions

» Topics:

Business characteristics

Business performance

Future plans
Workforce

Business in Genoa

2023 GENOA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN | A1
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Survey Methodology

Data Collection

« The City of Genoa provided a list of businesses
and email addresses. CGS obtained additional
businesses and emails from the Genoa Chamber of
Commerce website.

« The survey opened on March 8, 2023
« The survey closed on March 20, 2023
« A total of 27 completed surveys were received

Business Characteristics

A22 | 2023 GENOA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN &aFE I\’I‘OF A



Approved by City Council on January 3, 2024

Business Characteristics

Location

Where is this business
located?

B Within Genoa city limits
In the 60135 ZIP code

* No businesses were located outside of the
60135 ZIP code

Where does this business operate?

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

At location At a rented/ At home
owned by leased location
business/

business owner

Business Characteristics
Years in Genoa

100% A
90% -
80% -
70% -
60% -
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

Less than 2-3years 4-5years 6-10 years
2 years

Years Operating in Genoa

11-20 More than

years

e Two in five (40.7%)
businesses surveyed
have operated in
Genoa for over 20

years

20 years
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Business Characteristics
Type of Business

« A variety of types of businesses responded to the survey

Eating and drinking establishments
Finance, insurance, and real estate
Personal and household services
Health services

Business services

Nonprofit organization
Manufacturing
Agriculture/nursery

Retail

Construction

Other

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Business Characteristics
Business Volume

What is this business’ annual business
volume?

Less than $100,000

* Just over half (54.5%)
of businesses had
annual business
volumes of less than
$350,000

$100,000 to $199,999
$200,000 to $349,999
$350,000 to $499,999
$500,000 to $999,999
$1 million to $4,999,999

$5 million to $9,999,999

$10 million or more

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

e i
THearyor K | AW A oty
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Business Performance
Percent of Revenue Generated in Genoa

* 58.3% of businesses said at least half of their total revenue
is generated within Genoa or the 60135 ZIP code

What percentage of your total revenue is generated within Genoa
or the 60135 ZIP code?

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
0%-24% ™ 25%-49% ™M 50%-74% ™M 75%-100%

Business Characteristics
Business Owners

What are the age(s) of the primary Do the primary owner(s) of this
business owner(s)? business live in Genoa?

Under 25

25-34

35-44

45-54

55-64

65 or over

. . . . . M Yes
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100% No

Center for Governmental Stuadies
Oty Dzt et e
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Business Characteristics

Employees

How many FTE employees does Where do most of your

this business employ at the employees work relative to your
Genoa location? Genoa area location?

Sole proprietorship

2-3 employees

4-10 employees
11-20 employees
21-50 employees

51-100 employees

More than 100 B Mostly in-office or on-site

= Mostly remote work
Hybrid approach

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Business Characteristics
Customers

Describe this business’ frequent customers

People less than 15 years old
Ages 15-24
Ages 25-39
Ages 40-59
Ages 60-74

Ages 75 or older

Age

Males
Females

Gender

Other businesses |

Local residents

Visitors from out of town 48.1%
Online customers 33.3%

Walk-in customers 48.1%

Government |[11.1%

Customer Type

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Center for Governmental Stuadies
Oty Dzt et e
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Business Performance

Business Performance
Past Performance

Describe the past two years of
activity for this business

I

* Most businesses
met/exceeded
performance
expectations (76.0%) in
the past two years

W Met or exceeded performance expectations
m Did not meet performance expectations, but still financially viable

Experiencing difficulties that threaten continued operation

nental Studies
ottt

THECITY OF JL

SRR 2Ty
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Business Performance
Future Expectations

What are the expectations for this business during the next two years?

Improving performance

About the same performance

Lower performance

Reducing employees |/0.0%

Poor future for business in Genoa area . 7.4%
Likely to close business

Considering moving business out of Genoa area

Not able to estimate future conditions

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%

Future Plans

Center for Governmental Stuadies

trcash, ugagement and Regional Developrent
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Future Plans

Plans for Expansion » 44.4% of all businesses said
there were barriers that

Are there expansion plans for this would limit expansion

business in Genoa in the next 2-3 * 66.7% of business with

years? plans to expand reported

such barriers

m[22.2% « Barriers included:
 Lack of availability of
land or building/office

space
« Cost/funding

e |Infrastructure, easement,
or parking needs

« Staffing concerns

EYes HMaybe mNo © Don't know » Lack of business

Future Plans
Potential Limitations to Business’ Future

Are any of these potential limitations to your business’

future in Genoa?
* 51.9% of businesses selected at least 1 of the types of potential
limitations asked about

Most common limitations:

e Parking (64.3%)

* Road capacity and/or conditions (57.1%)
* Public transit availability (35.7%)
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Future Plans
Future Challenges

What factors might significantly challenge this business in

the next 5 years?
* 92.6% of businesses selected at least 1 of the 12 types of
challenges asked about

Most common future challenges:

* Increase in cost of doing business exceeds growth in revenue
(48.0%)

e Competition from new similar businesses in the area (48.0%)

* Changes in the industry (44.0%)

 Difficulty recruiting workers (44.0%)

Workforce

IS et T
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Workforce

Workforce Characteristics and Limitations

Able to recruit new employees
needed from outside the area

56.0% 32.0% 12.0%

Adequate training available for

0,
employees within 30 min. of Genoa 48.0%

Mgmt employees able to find

suitable housing in/near Genoa 44.0% 32.0% 24.0%
Available workforce has the skills
we need 33.3% 37.5% 29.2%
Non-mgmt employees able to find
suitable housing in/near Genoa 32.0% 36.0% 32.0%
Supply of skilled workers is
adequate to fill positions/grow 26.1% 43.5% 30.4%
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
B Agree m Neither Agree nor Disagree  Disagree

Business in Genoa

™

Center for Governmental Stuadies

trcash, ugagement and Regional Developrent
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Business in Genoa
Reasons for Locating in Genoa

» Businesses were asked why their businesses was located in

Genoa; 88.9% provided an answer
* Most commonly, the respondent lives in or grew up in the
Genoa area

Live in/grew up in the area 7 29.2%
Supportive or welcoming community/customers 4 16.7%
Location 3 12.5%
Pre-existing business/building 3 12.5%
Like/want to support Genoa 2 8.3%
Other reasons 5 20.8%

Business in Genoa
Strengths as a Business Location

Businesses were asked to name up to 3 of Genoa's strengths as a

business location
* 81.5% named at least one strength

Location 30.2%
Supportive, welcoming community/customers 9 17.0%
Small town feel 5 9.4%
Affordability/cost of living/lower taxes 4 7.5%
Other businesses, collaboration/support between

businesses 3 5.7%
Safety 3 5.7%
Downtown area 2 3.8%
Other strengths 20.8%

JEL Center for Governmental Stuadies
| e G
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Business in Genoa
Weaknesses/Challenges as a Business Location

Businesses were asked to name up to 3 of Genoa's weaknesses or

challenges as a business location
* 70.4% named at least one weakness/challenge

Distance from/disruptions to transportation networks 5 13.2%
Parking 4 10.5%
Few other businesses 4 10.5%
Location, distance from other communities 3 7.9%
Small population/limited customer base 3 7.9%
Limited availability of buildings/land for expansion 2 5.3%
Limited support for businesses 2 5.3%
Dilapidated/run-down businesses/areas 2 5.3%
Improvements to/events held in downtown 2 5.3%
Affordable housing 2 5.3%
Other challenges 9 23.7%

Business in Genoa
City’s Relationship With Business Community

How would you rate the City’s relationship with the business community on...

Ease of City permitting process 22.2% 40.7%

Maintenance of public spaces 15.4% 46.2%

Communication 24.0% 36.0%

Collaboration on public-private o o
projects 18.5% 33.3%

Encouraging resident support o .
of local businesses 26.9% 23.1%

Funding assistance programs 0 .
available 18.5% 25.9%

T T T T T T T T 1

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
® Very Good ™ Good
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Business in Genoa
Locations in Need of Improvement

Is there a location/area
within Genoa that you think
needs attention?

Street repairs 5 38.5%
Downtown area and/or

buildings in downtown 5 38.5%
Other location 3 23.1%

H Yes
No

Business in Genoa
City Policies and Actions

Are there any new policies, regulations, or actions that
the City could take that would help this business?

* Only 14.8% (4 businesses) of businesses provided a response
e Suggestions included:
» Establishing a TIF district (1 business)
* Limiting the number of liquor/gaming licenses and food
establishments (1 business)
* Enforcing on-street parking limitations on Rte. 72 (1 business)
* Encouraging residential growth through grant program to
attract developers (1 business)

THECITY OF &
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Business in Genoa
City Policies and Actions

Are there City policies, regulations, or actions that are
unnecessarily making it more difficult for your business
to prosper?

* Only 7.4% (2 businesses) of businesses provided a response
* Suggestions for actions the City should consider were:
 City should enforce on-street parking limitations on Rte. 72 (1
business)
 City should maintain access to Main St. on weekends (1
business)

Business in Genoa
Other supports for Business Growth

Businesses were asked to name up to 3 things, other than City
actions, which would help their business grow
* 53.8% named at least one support

More businesses/increased diversity of businesses 5 26.3%
Events, activities, and recreational opportunities 4 21.1%
Other supports 10 52.6%

Center for Governmental Stuadies
| e G
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Business in Genoa
Additional Businesses

Is there a particular business
that you would like to have
come to Genoa because it would
help your business grow?

Manufacturing/industry
Hotel/lodging

Retail

Entertainment

28.6%
28.6%
14.3%
14.3%
14.3%

[EIN S PN [ NI TN

Dining

H Yes
No

Conclusions

* In the past two years, the majority of businesses
either met or exceeded performance. In the next
two years, most businesses expect to improve
performance.

« More than one-third of businesses plan to
definitely or maybe expand business in Genoa in
the next 2-3 years.

« The City has a good relationship with the business
community.

THECITY OF &
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Conclusions

» Business location within a small town lends itself
to both strengths and weaknesses.

« Parking, road conditions and capacity, and
workforce recruitment are concerns of businesses.
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